The First World War
In Llanelly Parish

Biographies of those who
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LLANELLY PARISH

SOLDIERS WHO DIED IN WW1

The following list and biographies of those servicemen killed in World War 1 have
been prepared by a number of individual s a
St o n e-srdinatedothrough Crickhowell Archive Centre. The objective was to bring
to life those names on memorials of those who served and died for our Country who
came from Llanelly Parish. It is a timely reminder of the enormous debt we owe
them. At the time of WW1 the current Llanelly Parish was part of the Crickhowell
Rural District area and the list here is just part of the overall list for the Crickhowell
area.

The names have been identified from local memorials and from other sources but
may still be incomplete. The biographies are based on research of records currently
available, but it is recognised that there may be more information which could be
added. We have been able to track down relatives of a few of those recorded but
hope that by publishing these biographies others will be identified and additional
information can be added. For each biography a file of all the information collected
has been prepared and these files are kept at the Crickhowell Archive Centre. These
are available for viewing by visiting the centre during opening hours. A book of all the
biographies for the Crickhowell area is in preparation and it is hoped that will be
published in late 2016.

If anyone has a connection or has more information, particularly photographs please
contact either Dave Harris; email davidecho2@aol.com , Pat Hillman; email
kandp@ailwern.wanadoo.co.uk or Crickhowell Archives; email

archive @visitcrickhowell.co.uk

Thanks for the research, support and preparation of the biographies go to:

Cliff Hendy, Mark Cottle, Norman Excell, Ryland Wallace, Geoff Williams, Dave
Harris, Patricia Hillman and the Crickhowell Archive Centre without whom this project
would not have been possible.

AT THE GOING DOWN OF THE SUN
AND IN THE MORNING
WE SHALL REMEMBER THEM
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KILLED IN ACTION

BOWCOTT, Clifford Owen
BROOKS, Reuben George
COLEMAN, Levi

DAVIES, David James
DAVIES]ohn

DREW, Percy

FLOWERS, Albert Edward
ISAAC, Walter James

JONES, George

10.JONES, Gurnos John

11. JONES, Henry

12. JONES, James

13.JONES, John Wesley

14. LEWIS, David William

15.LEWIS, John

16. LLOYD, Richard

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

MAKIN, Albert Edward
MATTHEWS, George Henry
MORGAN, Henry

NASH, Trevor George
PHILLIPS, William H
PICKERING, Thomas E G
POWELL, Thomas Arthur
PRICE, William Henry
SUTHERLAND, James
THOMAS, EmrystiAur
WATKINS, Edward Thomas
WATKINS, William John
WHITBY, David William
WHITE, Albert James

WILTSHIRE, Edwin




CLIFFORD OWEN BOWLCO

Clifford Owen Bowcotivas bornin late summer 1890 in

Abergavenny.

In 1891 and 1901 the family lived on Brecon Road. His father Jo
was a butcher and his mother Mafyr May) was from Llanelly

Parish. By 1911 they had moved to Llanfoist to work as farmers.
On 21% September1914he went to Aistralia and joined the ny.

Hediedas a resulbf hiswounds on & December1915whilst

serving as a trooper with thé™SAustralian Ight Horse.

Cliffordwas buried in Egypt.




REUBEN GEORGE BROOK

Reuben George Brookss christened on 23September1880 in

|l 6 SNBII gSyyed LYy GKS myym OSya
father John, mother Margaret and two brothers Charles and Alfre
In 1891 he was living at Lower Mo8kreet. The 1911 census
AYRAOFGS&a GKIG KS ¢l a aSNWAyY3
He served with the Royal Welsh Fusiliefé Battalion from 1905 as

a Private servicenumber8624.

Reuben was killed in action on"20uly 1916 at the battle of the
Somme, aged 36His name appears on thehiepval Memoriain

France

He was awarded the Victory, British War Medals and the Memori

Death Plaque of WW1.




LEVI COLEMAN

Levi was born at Waunwehlanelly Hill in 1879 and wassoliving
therein 1881. His fther Joseph was a coal mineetverwho was

born at Qver in Gloucestershire, hisather Saah Edwardsvas born

at Llanelly HillHe had an older brother Charledho wasbornin

1872, and two older sisters, Pamela banrl884 and Gwenlliandsn

in 1877. He had two younger brothers, John born 1886, and Thomas
born 1889. He had a younger sister&@aJane born 1894. In 1901,

the family were living at Wadlapria, Llanelly Hill.

In the summer of 1901 he married Mary Bmand they had seven
childrenGwenllian May bormn 1905, Lillian Maud borim 1907, Levi
bornin 1908, Eva Gertrude boin 1909,Evelyn, William, and
Susetta bornn 1914. Two children had died, Joseph born & died in
1903 and another child whose name has not yet been found. His

mother-in-law and brothefin -law were living with the family at 163

New Gladstone Street, Abertilein 1911 and Levi worked as a coal

miner.




Levienlisted at Abertillery and joined thé®Battalion of the
Monmouthshire Regiment, a Territorial Force, made up of many
young men from the Crickhowell and Abergavenny area. He held the
rank of Privagé with service numbefl21. The3" Battalion saw action

at Flanders and France and in thetamn of 1915 they were

regrouped as a Pioneer Battalion and part of #8% Division on

works such as digging of fire trenches, communication trenches, the
constructian of light railways and bridges etc. At the baging of
September 1915, the3Mons as they were known, were sent to the
Yser Canal front just north of Ypres. They set up their battalion
headquarters irElverding Chateau which stood among a largely

undaY F 3SR F2NBad 2F GaLX SYRAR 211

On the morning of December 19th, the chateau and canal came
under heavy shell fire followed closely bgas attack, the first of the
war. All moved into the trenches to reinforce the front line against
the expected Gernraattack. The attack never came

but the battalion was shelled all day and all the




following night and 40 men were killed or wounded. 2

December, the battalion was taken out of the front line and received
orders to leave the Yser Canal. At 2m80 on 29" December, the

whole battalion paradedh the grounds of the ElverdiegChateau
LINA2N) 02 Y2QAy3 2dziod 'a GKS YSy | 7T
KSFNRZ tA1S |y 2y02YAyYy3 NIAftgle |
burst among the ranks. In a few secon83,men were killed and 30
wounded. Among the dead was Levi. He was aged 39 and is buried in
FermeOlivier Cemeteryn Elverding, leper, West Vlaanderen,

Belgium.

| S A4 O2YYSY2NI GSR 2y GKS aSY2NAI
Gilwern,LlanellyParish; Abertillery Central Memorial, Somerset
Street, Abertilleryi KS { G ® aA OKI Sf Qa [/ KdzNDOK

the Central Memorial, Brynmawr: the War Memorial Hall and
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Levi Coleman




DAVID JAMES DAVIES

David was born in 1887 at Upper Gelli, Llanelly Hill. His father,
Edward Davies, was a coalminer and born in 1859 at Llanelly,
Breconshire. His mother, Ann, was born in 1860 also at Llanelly.
David had eight silsigs: Mary born 1881, Margaret born 1883,
Rebecca born 1886, Maria born 1889, Edward born in 1891, Joseph

born 1892, William H born 18%hd Elizabeth borm 1900

David joined the South Wales Bordes, 2 Battalion but his service
papers have not beefound and it is not known where he first
enlisted. He held the rank of Lance Corporal andgérsicenumber
was 10523. Theattalion were in northern China in August 1914 and
on 2" Septembemlong with Japanese troops were sent to take the
German held prt of Tsingtao (Qintao today). There was a siege of

the city and the German defenders surrendered 8hNlbvember.

Before China the™ Battalion had seen service in South Africa,

having sailed there from the UK in December 1910.It seems likely




that David, aged 23, had sailed with them, although how much

earlier he had enlisted is not known. The Battalion had arrived in
China in October 1912 to take up the work of the British Legation

Guard at Peking and had a main base at Tietsin.

In December 1914 theembarked from Hong Kong back to Plymouth
and were stationed at Rugby, as part of thé"@®tigade, 29

Division, in preparation for the landings in Gallipoli. In March 1915
they were taken to Alexandria in Egypt and in April were landed at
Morto Bay, Cpe Helles, on the Gallipoli peninsula, initially to keep
the straits clear for British shipping. They suffered some 62 casualties
in the landings. The Turkish forces were well prepared and several
British ships were sunk. The battalion were subsequentlyaddo
Suvla Bay and took part in the battle for Scimitar Hill, amongst
others, suffering more than 300 casualties, before being withdrawn
along with all other British and Commonwealth troops, in January
1916 and sent to Egypt. The Gallipoli campaign saxeral hundred
thousand casualties of mainly English, Australian and New

Zealand troops.




In March 1916 the Battalion was moved to France and then took part
in the Battle of the Somme that commenced ohJuly 1916 through

to November 1916. The batiah was involved in attacking German
lines at Beaumont Hamel, north of Albert, with heavy losses of 387
out of 600 officers and men. The battalion was reformed after the
end of the Somme battles and spent periods in the lines, including at
Manchy Le Preux April & May 1917. It was during this period that
David was killedDavid died on the 23 April 1917 aged 29 and is

commemorated on the Arras Memorial, Pds-Calais, France. He is

Ffa2 O2YYSY2NYUSR 2y (0KS a,$hE2 NA |

Memorid Hall & Recreation Ground, Llanelly HIS { 0 a I NB O

Church memorial, Church Terrace, Brynmawr anthenBrynmawr
Central Memorial, Market Square, Brynmawr. He was awarded the
Victory Medal, the British Medal and the 1914/15 Star for his service.
Hisfamily were living at 60 King Street, Brynmaatrthe time of his

death.
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JOHN DAVIES

John Davies was born in Gilwern in 1899 to Joseph and Mary Al
Davies. Joseph was a labourer in a stone quarry and is listed in
1901 census as born in Govilon while his wife Mary was born in
[y d0201® 4 GKFG GAY®otherK ¢
William and three sisters Annie, Evelyn and Elizabeth, lived in Li
Row, Gilwern. Joseph Davies was subsequently killed in a quart
accident and by the time of the 1911 censusy&arold William hac
G 1Sy 20SNJ Fa G4KS ¥ leYhsbouationY |
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Terrace, Gilwern. Annie and Evelyn were no longer listed among
FlLYAt & Ay GKI {-yea®ld dinhinowhadyayalmige
brother, nineyearold Ivor. For som reason sister Elizabeth was

listed under her middle name Florence.

[AGGES Y2NB Aada 1Y26Y hismiktaypbernids
in the 8" Battalion of the King's Own Royal Lancaster

Regimentservice numbeB7041.




He was killed in action on 2August 1918, age 19, and is

commemorated on the ViEnArtois Memorial, between Arras and

Cambrai in France. Theemorial bears the names of men who died

between &' Augustand 11" November1918 in the final advances of

the war between the Somme and Loos, and who have no known

grave.

Private John Davies Kings Own Royal Lancaster Regiment

Pte John Davies




PERCY W A DREW

Percy was born in 1896 at Crickhowell and by 1901 was living w
family at 86 High Street, Blaina. He was educated at Blaina Boy.
School. In 1911 Percy was living with his parents at Mill Street,

Crickhowell, and working as a Groomadtotel. By 1915 his family

were living at Park Terrace, Maesygwartha, and Gilwern.

His father, William Drew, was a Posting Master at a stables and
was born in 1871 in Hereford. His mother, Louisa was born in 1¢
Crickhowell and ran a General Dealshop at 86 High Street in 19
Percy had two sisters, Charlotte born 1899 at Brynmawr and Ne

born 1900 also at Brynmawr.

By 1911censudhis father William was working as a roadman for

Brecon County Council, Louisa his mother was not workingsand
recorded as Charlotte Louisa. Percy now has more siblings with
bornin 1899 at Brynmawr, Susey bom1901 at Blaina, Zeta bori

in 1904 at Blaina, James bam1908 at Brynmawr




and Gerty bornn 1909 atCrickhowell. Mllie age 1 is crossed out and

onechild has died.

Percy enlisted at Crickhowell and joined the South Wales Borderers,
1% 1% Brecknockshire Battalion with séce number1933 as a

Private. This Battalion was formed in August 1914 ansl peat of

the South Wales Brigade, Welsh Division. The regiment sailed from
Southampton on 29 October 1914 and arrived in Bombay dfi 3
December. They were then moved to Aden arriving there dh 16
December. In August 1915 they were returned to Bomlogpin the

5" Mhow Division as a garrison battalion.

Percy died on Z1August 1915 just after returning to Bombay. He is
O2YYSY2NI SR 2y (GKS aSY2NARI{ 2 A\
the Kirkee 19141918 Memorial, India, Face C.

Percy is also commemdead on the Health Centre War Memorial,

Beaufort Street, Crickhowell, and on the Blaina Boys School Roll of

[ R




Honour, Ebenezer Chapel, Chapel Road, West Side, Blaina.

The Calcutta Cricket & Football Club had introduced Rugby in 1872
and the club provide@ Challenge Cup for teams in India. The
Brecknocks XV, containing a number of Welsh rugby club players,
won the cup in 1917. The same Calcutta Cup provided the trophy
which is annually awarded to the winners of the England and

Scotland international match




ALBERT EDWARD FLORVE

Albert was born o™ April 1895 at Prestwich, Manchester. His
father John Edwin Flowers was born in 1855 at Maesteg and his
mother was Margaret Evans born 1854 at Govildis. father John
Edwin had been a mineworker, but he was determined not to go
underground and worked hard to be educated enough to join the
Police. He and Margaret moved to Manchester to become a poli
officer with their eldest son William Joseph, who was born in
Monmouthshire. The couple had sather children in Manchester,
Emily Maudborn in1879, John Edwiborn in1881, Beatricdorn in
1883 (who died aged 12 in 1895), Tom Gordom in1885, Charles
Henryborn in1890 and Millicent Evaorn inmy o @ | ftherS
died on 2§ April 1895, less than a month after he was born. His
father married Anna Bendall, reputed to be a cousin, born in Bris
in 1852. In 1901 the family were living at 88 Belle Vue Street, Sc

Manchester and John Edwin had risen to thekrahPolice Inspectc




When John Edwin retired, the family moved back to Wales and
settled in Gilwern. Anna died in 1910 the following year; John Edwin
married Catherine Ann Williams, born 1873 at Coatbridge,
Lanarkshire, Scotland. Gime 1911 census, the couple were living in
Dan y Bont Villa, Gilwern, with Albert, who was working as a bread
oF 1 SND& OF NOUSNJ AY (UKS DAfGgSNYy |
William Joseph, who had stayed in Manchester, all moved to Wales
and livedin the Valleys. John Edwin and Catherine had one daughter,

Margaret Anne Theodora bor"December 1911 in Gilwern.

By the time the Great War started Albert Edward was working at Six
Bells Colliery as a surface worker. Albert enlisted at Abertillery,
joining the 11" Battalion of South Wales Borderers, (service number
33248), also known as the Second Gwent's, as most were recruited
from the north Gwent area and south Brecknockshire. This regiment
was formed at Brecon in December 1914 and was part@f3gf

Welsh Division as it comprised 13 Welsh & London Welsh regiments

within three Brigades.

NS




They were moved to France in December 1915 and were set to
holding the line and undertaking raids on the enemy lines in the

Neuve Chapelle area.

They were dspatched to the Somme in June 1916 and had a period
of training on trench warfare before arriving at Mametz. The Battle

of the Somme started on*July 1916 and it was on th&' That the
Battalion were ordered to take Mametz Wood. However the enemy
werewell dug in despite a barrage earlier in the day, the
smokescreen planned before the attack never materialised and many
of the telephone lines were cut so communications were nigh
impossible. Within 300 yards the attack came under heavy machine
gun fire bdh from ahead and the side and many were killed and

injured. Sadly, Albert was one of these casualties.

He died on % July 1916 aged 21 and is buried at Flatiron Copse
cemetery, Mametz, France, close to the battle site. He is shown as
the son of John &argaret FlowersHe is also

commemorated on the Abertillery Central Memorial,

Somerset Street, Abertillery, and on the Memoirial
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Common, Gilwern at this time.

Albert Edward Flowers
(Photo courtesy of David Owen a descendant relative)




WALTER JAMES ISAAC

~

2 £ GSNI WFHYS&a LaklFO ¢gla I INRBOSNJ
Benjaminisaac, a canal labourer from Cwmdu, and his wife Mary,
from Partrishow. In the 1891 census the couple are shown as living at
G 26SN) / 2YY2Yy£é€3X DAETGOSNYS 6A0K &
was the youngest. His Afearold brother Levi was described as a
quanry labourer, 18yearold sister Mary was a dressmaker and 16
yearold brother William worked as a weaver while Walter and his
sisters Edith and Elizabeth and brother Benjamin were all still of
school age. All the children are listed as having been bo@wimdu

although other records suggest Walter was born in Gilwern.

By 1901, Walter had moved out of the family home and was living in
the parish of Eglwysilan, Caerphilly, with his sister Mary and her
husband Henry Lewis. Henry ran a grocery businessratriaidach,

near Caerphilly, and Walter worked as his assistant. It was in

Caerphilly that Walter later enlisted in the army.
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In 1915 Walter married
Lottie M Reed in Bedwellty
and they had a son, Herbe
James Isaac, born in 1916.
The official record of

2 £t GSNRa RS |
residence as Aberbargoed..
The Photo right was
provided by Amanda
Williams, a descendant of

2 - f iSNRa aaia

Walter with his wife Lottie and son Herbert James.

Walter enlisted into the Monmouthshire Regiment but was later
transferred to the & Battalion of the Somerset Light Infantry, service
number 28840. He died or"5April 1918, age 34, during a British

attack in the Somme area of France.




The assault was part of an effort to counter the final massive German
offensiwe of the war, which for a while that spring had threatened
0KS LINRaLISOG 2F FfttASR RSTSIHOO®
tanks that were supposed to support them failed to arrive on time.
CKS W{2YSNRERSGAQ 66SNB Ay iinbol f f &
devastating fire at a place called Rossignol Wood where they

suffered a disastrous reverse with many casualties.

Walter is buried at Gommecourt British Cemetery No.2, at

Hebuterne, France.
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GEORGE JONES

Georgewas born in 1893 and hisrth was registered at Crickhowell

as Alfred George Jones. His father, John Jones wallie/ hewer

born in1862 at Llanelly, Breconshirélis mother Rachel was born in
1860 also at Llanelly, Breconshire. George had four siblings: Sophora
born 1883 a cessmake, Thomas H born in 1885 a colllewer,

David John borim 1887 a collier / hewer, and Evan bam1891, all

born at Llanelly Hill and living at Gellifellen.

He enlisted at Brynmawr joining thé' battalion South Wales
Bordeers on 2% Septemler 1915 with service numb&793. The
battalion had been in France since the start of the war and George
joined them just before the Battle of Loos, probably with many
others to make up previous casualties. Loos is just south of Lille.
Initially they weresent to defend Hulluch, near Loos and beat off a
number of German attacks successfullye©the cold wet winter of
191516 the Battalion were holding the line gained

and created by the Battle of Loos.




This was trench warfare at its most aggressive aithcks and
counterattacks and some fierce fighting in dreadful conditions. They
then became involved in the Battle of the Somme and its various
phases, Battle of Alberfto 13" July, Bazzentin 4o 17" July and
Poziers from 2% July. The battalio were at Cordlmaison, just east

of Albert, when George was killesh 25" July 1916 aged 23.




GURNOS JOHN JONES

John was born in 1892 registered at Bedwellty, Monmouthshire. His
father, Thomas Jones was born in 1871 at Hereford and workad as
General labourer. His mother, Emily was born in 1868 at
Llanwenarth, Monmouthshire. Gurnos had four siblings: Mary born
in 1896, Trevor borimn 1901, Gomer borim 1903 and Clifford born

in 1908, all born at Maesygwartha. In 1911 Gurnos was working as a

Stone Quarry Labourer.

Gurnos enlisted at Crickhowell joining th&/1* Brecknockshire
Battalionof the South Wales Borderer€ Company) onrd&JuIy 1915,
as a Private and with servioember1518. The battalion had been in
India but were based at Adesince October 1914 where they were
fighting the Turkish forces in the Yemen. In July 1915 they were
despatched to support the Sultan of Lahej and had to march a long
distance in extremely hot weather. They arrived at Lahej exhausted

and then, with othershad to fight the Turks.




They were unable to hold them off and Lahej was evacuated and the
Battalion then had to march back to base. Many died of heat stroke
on the march back and from a letter by Private Holland it was
reported that Gurnos was one tdiose, dying on the way back from

Lahej on ¥ July 1915, aged 23.

He is commemorated on the Heliopolis Memorial (Aden), Egypt. He is
Ffa2 O2YYSY2N)l SR 2y (KS 2AyR24
Llanelly, the Abergavenny & District Memorial at the T,

Abergavenny, and the Newlall Hospital Memorial Scroll.

He was awarded the Victory Medal, the British Medal and the

1914/15 Star.




HENRYONES

Henry Jones was born into a large family in Mount Pleasant, Lla
Hill, around 1897. His father, Evan Jones, and his mother, Mary
Watkins, both had children from previous marriages as well as tl
seven sons and two daughters bornthe two of them. Adding in a
grandson, born to one of their daughters, the couple raised a tot

15 children.

The family had roots in Radnorshire, where ancestors are believ
have owned land and farmed, but by the time they were in Llane
Hill they were part of the mining community. Evan is described ir
1901 census as a coal hewer and so is hgeHtold son Frank. By
1911 Evan senior was no longer able to work and sons Evan, Jc
and Henry had become the family breadwinners by followiregrth

FIEGKSNI AYy(d2 GKS LIAGaAD | SYNER ¢
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sharing a house with four rooms.




At some time before joining the army Henry seems to have moved to
YorkshireHe enlisted in Halifax and gave an address in Paddock,
Yorkshire. He initially joined the Durham Light Infantry but was soon
transferred to the Machine Gun Corps. Henry was one of 153 men
killed when the ship HT Ivernia was torpedoed and sunk®on 1
Jaruary 1917 off Cape Matapan, Greece, while carrying
reinforcements for Egyptienryis commemorated on the Mikra

memorial in Greece.
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The photos purporting to show soldiers awaitingscue after the torpedoing
ofthe lverniaci KS&4S O2LIAS& ¢ SNBCovehan RithAy |y
Deatt Ay GKS LlR2aaSaarzy 2F 2yS 2F | Sy
found in other sources. It is not known whether they are genuine (it was not

unheard of for war photographers to stage images after the event).

VEcﬁms Of the Submarine

:l actual photograph of a swamped boat from the Cunard lin'r Ivernia, a transport sunk in the Mediterranean Jan. 1, 1917. One hundred and fifty-three mea
perished.

Soldiers on the transport Ivernia, sunk in the Mediterranean Jan. 1, 1917, posed for this pho-
tograph before getting into lifeboats.
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There were now two more children in the fam@¥lizabeth Ann
Jones and Thomas John Jogesaking a total of eight people

sharing a fiveoom house. As well as the




JAMES JONES

James Jones was a miner who came originally from northern
England. He was the son of Joseph Jones, also a miner, and hi
Rachel, who lived for some years at Llanelly Hill. Joseph Jones"
born in Monkwearmouth, Sunderlandnd Rachel was from Brace
Lincolnshire. The family appear to have moved to the area from
England when James was young but little is known of their life b
they arrived in Wales. The first definite record is the 1901 censu
which shows the coupleving at Gellifellen with their sons William
(aged nine), James (aged four), Francis (aged two) and daughte
. SFONROS oO0F3ISR aS@Sy Y2y (iKauovc«
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CountyDurham, while Beatrice was born in Llanelly Hill.

By 1911 the family were living at Miners Row, Llanelly Hill, and .
together with his older brother William had joined their father

working in the pits.




six surviving children, Rachel had given birth to three who had died

before reaching adulthood.

James served in thé'Battalion of the South Wales Borderers and
died on 2° April 1916 aged 19. He is buried at St. Patrick's Cemetery,
at Loos, in France. Given that the record of his grave lists only his

mother as a parent it seems she may have been widowed.




JOHN WESLEY JONES

John was born in 1890 at Clydach. His father, also John, was bc
1863 in Wrexham, North Wales and worked as a Bootmaker anc
dealer. His mother Catherine was born in Nantyglo in 1866 and
in Stockportin 1902. His stepmother Mary was born in 1871
Northamptonshire He had 2 brothers, William Wasborn 1887 in
Cheltenham, Gloucestershire and James Emveastbornin 1895 at
Stockport, Cheshire plushaltbrother Wilfred Potterbornin 1906 a
Chelterham. The family were living in Cheltenham by 1911 at
Farndon House, Great Norwood Street, Cheltenham. John Wes|

was a Clerk by 1911.

John joined the B Battalion of the Somerset Light Infantry (also
known as The Prince Albert) Cheltenham, service mber37937.
He had been in the Royal Army Veterinary Corps before that ani

servicenumberthere was 02337.




Johnwas killed on 2% March 1918 aged 27, dying of wounds
received. He is buried at Ribemddbmmunal Cemetery Extension,

Aisne, France.

1S A& ftada2 NBO2NRSR 2y (GKS aSyz2l

Llanelly.
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DAVID WILLIAM LEWIS

David William Lewis was the son of Elijah and Emily Lewis (nee
Flight), both of whom had been born and brought up in coalminil
families in the BrynmawNantyglo area. He was their second chil
born in Brynmawr, two years into the marriage, in 1897. Ihl1the

family was living in Station Road, Clydach, by which time they h;
had seven children, two of whom had died. Elijah was a coal mit
throughout his life. His eldest son, John, began work down the
the age of fourteen, as did a younger one, @mpalmost certainly

David did so too.

Enlisting at Abergavenny, the latter served initially in the
Monmouthshire Regimerdnd then as a private in thé"@Battalion
of South Wales Borderers, before being killed in action at the Tl
Battle of the Rigr Aisne, in northern France, in late May 1918. Tt
Battalion werea Pioneer Battalion in the 3Division carrying out
the construction of tunnels, trenches, communication trenches, ¢

often under fire.




They were at Vimy and Neuville St Vaast in the spring of 1916
consolidating craters blown up undéhe German lines. In 1917 they
were at Messines again digging communication trenches, laying
tramways, roads and built a bridge over the River Doure for tanks. In
1918 they had moved north to support the defence against the
German offensivetaLys and leer Ploegsteert. Davidias killed in

action at the Third Battle of the River Aisne, in northern France, in
late May 1918He is commemorated on the Memorial Window of St
9fft AQa / KdzNOK |yR 2y GKS {2Aaaz2\
almost four thowsand British soldiers with no known grave who were
killed in the area from May to August 1918 during the German Spring
Offensive. David was awarded both the Victory Medal and the British

Medal.

David thus became the fourth child lost by Elijah and Emilyd_e
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Eighteen months earlier, their fifteeyearold son George had died
of terrible head injuries, having been hit by a train while crossing the
line in the earlymorning darkness as he was walking to work at the

Llanmarch Colliery, above Llaneliyl.H

IN LOVING REMEMBRANCE

GEORGE

Beleved S SLIJAH and MARGARET E. LEWIS,
Who dicd on Navember 19th, 19106,
Aged 15 years.

INTERRED AT BRYNVAWR CEMETEMNY

George Lewis




JOHN LEWIS

WilliamJohn Lewis was born into a mining family in Llanelly Hill
26" April 1878. The 1®L census shows John, agedi@ng with his

parents Edward and Margaret Lewis in Waenavon. Also in the h
GSNE W2KyQa ONROIKSNARA ¢K2YLl a
(aged 12), and sisters Harriet (aged 11) and Mary (aged 5). Edw
Lewis was a miner while Thomas worked fdacksmith and Josht
gl a RSAONAOSR a | aK2NBRS RNJ
David Roberts, a miner who was still living with them when the 1
census came around. By that time John had a younger brother,

Lewis, while his oldest brber Thomas had married and moved ot
of the family home and was living nearby with his wife and son. |
the 1901 census John had followed his father into the pits and w
working as a haulier below ground. Or"2pril 1903 John married
Ceinwen Gladys Jkims. The 1911 census shows the couple living

Lower Rank, Pwlldu, Blaenavon, with a son and two daughters.
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John Lewis served in the f)Battalion of the Welsh Réagent.

He died on 3 November 191%ge 37and is buried at Pieta military

cemetery, Malta.

In November 1915 his unit was fighting on the Gallipoli front, having
landed at Suvla Bay on 9 August 1915. It seems likely that he was
injured in combat and wabeing transported by hospital ship at the
time of his death, as Pieta contains the graves of many casualties

who died in transit.
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John Lewis




