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LLANELLY PARISH 

 
SOLDIERS WHO DIED IN WW1 

 

The following list and biographies of those servicemen killed in World War 1 have been 

prepared by a number of individuals as part of a project known as ‘Behind the Stones’ co-

ordinated through Crickhowell Archive Centre. The objective was to bring to life those 

names on memorials of those who served and died for our Country who came from 

Llanelly Parish. It is a timely reminder of the enormous debt we owe them. At the time of 

WW1 the current Llanelly Parish was part of the Crickhowell Rural District area and the list 

here is just part of the overall list for the Crickhowell area.   

 

The names have been identified from local memorials and from other sources but may still 

be incomplete. The biographies are based on research of records currently available, but it 

is recognised that there may be more information which could be added. We have been 

able to track down relatives of a few of those recorded but hope that by publishing these 

biographies others will be identified and additional information can be added. For each 

biography a file of all the information collected has been prepared and these files are kept 

at the Crickhowell Archive Centre. These are available for viewing by visiting the centre 

during opening hours. A book of all the biographies for the Crickhowell area is in 

preparation and it is hoped that will be published in late 2016. 

 

If anyone has a connection or has more information, particularly photographs please 

contact either Dave Harris; email davidecho2@aol.com , Pat Hillman; email 

kandp@gilwern.wanadoo.co.uk  or Crickhowell Archives; email 

archive@visitcrickhowell.co.uk 

 

 

Thanks for the research, support and preparation of the biographies go to: 

 

Cliff Hendy,  Mark Cottle, Norman Excell, Ryland Wallace, Geoff Williams, Dave Harris, 

Patricia Hillman and the Crickhowell Archive Centre without whom this project would not 

have been possible. 

 

 

 

AT THE GOING DOWN OF THE SUN  
AND IN THE MORNING  

WE SHALL REMEMBER THEM  
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LLANELLY  PARISH  SOLDIERS  KILLED  IN  WW1 
 
Name Location  

 
Rank / Regiment Died Age Place 

      
Coleman, Levi Llanelly Hill Pte, Monmouthshire Regiment 29.12.15 39 Belgium 
Davies, David James Llanelly Hill Lce Cpl, South Wales Borderers 23.04.17 29 France 
Davies, John Gilwern Pte, Kings Own Royal Lancaster Reg. 21.08.18 19 France 
Drew, Percy W A Gilwern Pte, South Wales Borderers 21.08.15 20 India 
Flowers, Albert Edward Gilwern Pte, South Wales Borderers 07.07.16 21 France 
Isaac, Walter James Gilwern Pte, Somerset Light Infantry  05.04.18 34 France 
Jones, George Gilwern Pte, South Wales Borderers 25.07.16 23 France 
Jones, Gurnos John Gilwern Pte, South Wales Borderers 21.07.15 23 Aden 
Jones, Henry Llanelly Hill Pte, Machine Gun Corps (Infantry) 01.01.17 36 At sea 
Jones, James Gilwern Pte, South Wales Borderers 02.04.16 19  France 
Jones, John W Clydach Pte, Somerset Light Infantry 21.03.18 27 France 
Lewis, David William Clydach Pte, South Wales Borderers 28.05.18 21 France 
Lewis, John Llanelly Hill Pte, Welsh Regiment 30.11.15 37 Malta 
Lloyd, Richard Gilwern Shoeing Smith, Royal Artillery 26.11.18 32 Wales 
Makin, Albert Gilwern Pte, South Wales Borderers 07.05.18 20 Greece 
Matthews, George Henry Brynmawr Monmouthshire Regiment 09.04.15 25 France 
Morgan, James Henry Clydach Pte King’s Shropshire Light Infantry 17.10.15 21 Belgium 
Nash, Trevor George Gilwern Sapper, Royal Engineers 22.02.17 19 England 
Phillips, William Hayden Clydach Pte, King’s Regiment (Liverpool) 27.02.17 20 Greece 
Pickering, Gordon Gilwern Pte, South Wales Borderers 01.11.19 38 Sth Africa 
Powell, Thomas Arthur Clydach Lce Cpl, Royal West Kent Reg 03.09.17 21 Belgium 
Price, William H Clydach Gnr, Royal Horse & Royal Field Artillery 03.07.17 32 Belgium 
Sutherland, James Gilwern Pte, Welsh Regiment 27.07.17 20 Iraq 
Thomas, Arthur Emrys  Gilwern Pte, Essex Regiment 29.03.17 23 Palestine 
Watkins, Edward Thomas Blaenavon  Pte, South Wales Borderers 10.11.17 N/K Belgium 
Watkins, William John Llanelly Hill Pte, South Wales Borderers 20.11.17 22 France 
Whitby, David W Llanelly Hill Pte, Welsh Guards 01.10.15 26 Belgium 
White, Albert James Gilwern Pte, Monmouthshire Regiment 28.02.18 21 France 
 

Italic text refers to those stating they were born in Llanelly Parish but are recorded as born elsewhere.                   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
COLEMAN, Levi.   (Llanelly Hill) d. 29 December 1915, Belgium, aged 39. 
 

Levi was born at Waunwen Llanelly Hill in 1879 and was living at Waunwen, Llanelly in 

1881. His father Joseph was a coal miner / Hewer and born at Over in Gloucestershire and 

his Mother was Sarah Edwards born at Llanelly Hill who was aged 29 when he was born. 

He had an older brother Charles born 1872, and two older sisters, Pamela (pronounced 

Pam-el-a) born 1884 and Gwenllian Born 1877. He had two younger brothers, John born 

1886, and Thomas born 1889. He had a younger sister Sarah Jane born 1894.  In 1901, 

the family were living at Waun Lia, Llanelly Hill. 

 

In the summer of 1901 he married Mary Smith and they had seven children; Gwenllian 

May born 1905, Lillian Maud born 1907, Levi born 1908, Eva Gertrude born 1909, Evelyn, 

William, and Susetta born 1914.  Two children had died, Joseph born & died in 1903 and 

another child whose name has not yet been found.  His mother-in-law and brother-in -law 

were living with the family at 163 New Gladstone Street,  Abertillery in 1911 and Levi 

worked as a coal miner. 

 

 

  He enlisted at Abertillery and joined the 3rd Battalion of 

the   Monmouthshire Regiment, a Territorial Force, made 

up of many young men from the Crickhowell and 

Abergavenny area. He held the rank of Private with a 

Service No. of 121. The 3rd Battalion saw action at 

Flanders and France and in the Autumn of 1915 they were 

regrouped as a Pioneer Battalion and part of the 49th 

Division on works such as digging of fire trenches, 

communication trenches, the construction of light railways 

and bridges etc. At the beginning of September 1915, the 

3rd Mons as they were known, were sent to the Yser 

Canal front just north of Ypres. They set up their battalion 

headquarters in   Elverdinghe Chateau which stood 

among a largely undamaged forest of “splendid oaks”. 

 

 

 

On the morning of December 19th, the chateau and canal came under heavy shell fire 

followed closely by a gas attack, the first of the war. All moved into the trenches to 

reinforce the front line against the expected German attack. The attack never came but the 

battalion was shelled all day and all the following night and 40 men were killed or 

wounded. On December 27th, the battalion was taken out of the front line and received 

orders to leave the Yser Canal. At 2.30pm on December 29th, the whole battalion paraded 

in the grounds of the Elverdinghe Chateau prior to moving out. As the men fell in, “an 

ominous sound was heard, like an oncoming railway train” and 17 inch shells began to 

burst among the ranks. In a few seconds, 39 men were killed and 30 wounded. Among the 



dead was Levi. He was aged 39 and is buried in Ferme-Olivier Cemetery in Elverdinghe, 

Ieper, West Vlaanderen, Belgium. 

 

He is commemorated on the Memorial Plaque at St. Elli’s Church, Llanelly;  Abertillery 

Central Memorial, Somerset Street, Abertillery; the St. Michael’s Church Memorial, Church 

Street; the Central Memorial,  Brynmawr: the War Memorial Hall and Recreation Ground, 

Llanelly Hill and in the publication “With Rifle and Pick”. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
DAVIES, David James, (Llanelly Hill), d. 23 April 1917, France, aged 29.  

 

David was born in 1887 at Upper Gelli, Llanelly Hill.  His father, Edward Davies, was a 

coalminer and born in 1859 at Llanelly, Breconshire. His mother, Ann, was born in 1860 

also at Llanelly.  David had eight siblings: Mary born 1881, Margaret born 1883, Rebecca 

born 1886, Maria born 1889, Edward born in 1891, Joseph born 1892, William H born 

1896.and Elizabeth born 1900, 

  

David joined the South Wales Borders, 2nd Battalion but his service papers have not been 

found and it is not known where he first enlisted. He held the rank of Lance Corporal and 

his regimental number was 10523. The battalion were in northern China in August 1914 

and on 2 Sept along with Japanese troops were sent to take the German held port of 

Tsingtao (Qintao today). There was a siege of the city and the German defenders 

surrendered on 7 November.   

 

Before China the 2cnd Battalion had seen service in South Africa, having sailed there from 

the UK in December 1910.It seems likely that David, aged 23, had sailed with them, 

although how much earlier he had enlisted is not known. The Battalion had arrived in 

China in October 1912 to take up the work of the British Legation Guard at Peking and had 

a main base at Tietsin. 

 

In December 1914 they embarked from Hong Kong back to Plymouth and were stationed 

at Rugby, as part of the 87th Brigade, 29th Division, in preparation for the landings in 

Gallipoli. In March 1915 they were taken to Alexandria in Egypt and in April were landed at 

Morto Bay, Cape Helles, on the Gallipoli peninsula, initially to keep the straits clear for 

British shipping. They suffered some 62 casualties in the landings. The Turkish forces 

were well prepared and several British ships were sunk. The battalion were subsequently 

moved to Suvla Bay and took part in the battle for Scimitar Hill, amongst others, suffering 

more than 300 casualties, before being withdrawn along with all other British and 

Commonwealth troops, in January 1916 and sent to Egypt. The Gallipoli campaign saw 

several hundred thousand casualties of mainly English, Australian and New Zealand 

troops. 

 

In March 1916 the Battalion was moved to France and then took part in the Battle of the 

Somme that commenced on 1 July 1916 through to November 1916. The battalion was 

involved in attacking German lines at Beaumont Hamel, north of Albert, with heavy losses 

of 387 out of 600 officers and men.  The battalion was reformed after the end of the 

Somme battles and spent periods in the lines, including at Manchy Le Preux in April & May 

1917. It was during this period that David was killed. 

 

David died on the 23 April 1917 aged 29 and is commemorated on the Arras Memorial, 

Pas-de-Calais, France. He is also commemorated on the Memorial Plaque at St Elli’s 

Church, The Memorial Hall & Recreation Ground, Llanelly Hill, The St Mary’s Church 

memorial, Church Terrace, Brynmawr and on 



The Brynmawr Central Memorial, Market Square, Brynmawr. He was awarded the Victory 

Medal, the British Medal and the 1914/15 Star for his service. His family were living at 60 

King Street, Brynmawr,  at the time of his death. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DAVIES, Pte John. (Gilwern) d. 21 August 1918, France, aged 19. 

John Davies was born in Gilwern in 1899 to Joseph and Mary Ann Davies. Joseph was a 

labourer in a stone quarry and is listed in the 1901 census as born in Govilon while his wife 

Mary was born in Llangattock. At that time the family, including John’s older brother 

William and three sisters Annie, Evelyn and Elizabeth, lived in Lion Row, Gilwern. Joseph 

Davies was subsequently killed in a quarry accident and by the time of the 1911 census 

18-year-old William had taken over as the family’s main source of income, his occupation 

being given as “coal hewer”. In 1911 the family’s address was Lion Terrace, Gilwern. 

Annie and Evelyn were no longer listed among the family in that year’s census but 12-

year-old John now had a younger brother, nine-year-old Ivor. For some reason sister 

Elizabeth was listed under her middle name Florence.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Little more is known about John Davies’s life until his military service in the 8th Battalion of 

the King's Own Royal Lancaster Regiment, Service No 37041. He was killed in action on 

21 Aug 1918, aged 19, and is commemorated on the Vis-En-Artois Memorial, between 

Arras and Cambrai in France. The memorial bears the names of men who died between 8 

Aug and 11 Nov 1918 in the final advances of the war between the Somme and Loos, and 

who have no known grave. 

 

Note: 

Gareth Butcher of Clydach, has John Davies’s service medals. He is a collector and just happened 

to acquire them.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DREW, Percy William Allen. (Maesygwartha) d. 21 August 1915, Bombay, aged 20. 

 

Percy was born in 1896 at Crickhowell and by 1901 was living with his family at 86 High 

Street, Blaina. He was educated at Blaina Boys School. In 1911 Percy was living with his 

parents at Mill Street, Crickhowell, and working as a Groom at a hotel. By 1915 his family 

were living at Park Terrace, Maesygwartha, and Gilwern. 

 

His father, William Drew, was a Posting Master at a stables and he was born in 1871 in 

Hereford. His mother, Louisa was born in 1875 at Crickhowell and ran a General Dealers 

shop at 86 High Street in 1901. Percy had two sisters, Charlotte born 1899 at Brynmawr 

and Nellie born 1900 also at Brynmawr.  

 

By 1911 his father William was working as a roadman for Brecon County Council, Louisa 

his mother was not working and is recorded as Charlotte Louisa. Percy now has more 

siblings with May born 1899 at Brynmawr, Susey born 1901 at Blaina,   Zeta born 1904 at 

Blaina, James born 1908 at Brynmawr and Gerty born 1909 at Crickhowell. Nellie age 1 is 

crossed out and 1 child has died.   

 

Percy enlisted at Crickhowell and joined the South Wales Borderers, 1st / 1st 

Brecknockshire Battalion with service No 1933 as a Private. This Battalion was formed in 

August 1914 and was part of the South Wales Brigade, Welsh Division. The regiment 

sailed from Southampton on 29 October 1914 and arrived in Bombay on 3 December. 

They were then moved to Aden arriving there on 16th December.  In August 1915 they 

were returned to Bombay to join the 5th Mhow Division as a garrison battalion. Percy died 

on 21 August 1915 just after returning to Bombay. He is commemorated on the Memorial 

Window at St Elli’s Church and on the Kirkee 1914-1918 Memorial, India, Face C.  

 

Percy is also commemorated on the Health Centre War Memorial, Beaufort Street, 

Crickhowell, and on the Blaina Boys School Roll of Honour, Ebenezer Chapel, Chapel 

Road, West Side, Blaina. 

 

The Calcutta Cricket & Football Club had introduced Rugby in 1872 and the club provided 

a Challenge Cup for teams in India. The Brecknocks XV, containing a number of Welsh 

rugby club players, won the cup in 1917. The same Calcutta Cup provided the trophy 

which is annually awarded to the winners of the England and Scotland international match. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

FLOWERS,  Albert Edward.  (Gilwern), d. 7 July 1917, France, aged 21  

 

Albert was born in 4th April1895 at Prestwich, Manchester. His father John Edwin Flowers 

was born in 1855 at Maesteg and his mother was Margaret Evans born 1854 at Govilon. 

John Edwin father had been a mineworker, but he was determined not to go underground 

and worked hard to be educated enough to join the Police. He and Margaret moved to 

Manchester to become a police officer with their eldest son William Joseph, who was born 

in Monmouthshire. The couple had 6 other children in Manchester, Emily Maud 1879, John 

Edwin 1881, Beatrice 1883 (who died aged 12 in 1895), Tom Gordon 1885, Charles Henry 

1890 and Millicent Eva 1892. Albert’s mother died on 28th April 1895, less than a month 

after he was born. His father married Anna Bendall, reputed to be a cousin, born in Bristol 

in 1852. In 1901 the family were living at 88 Belle Vue Street, South Manchester and John 

Edwin had risen to the rank of Police Inspector.  

 

When John Edwin retired, the family moved back to Wales and settled in Gilwern. Anna 

died in 1910 the following year; John Edwin married Catherine Ann Williams, born 1873 at 

Coatbridge, Lanarkshire, Scotland. On the 1911 census, the couple were living in Dan Y 

Bont Villa, Gilwern, with Albert, who was working as a bread bakers carter in the Gilwern 

area. The rest of the family, apart from William Joseph, who had stayed in Manchester, all 

moved to Wales and lived in the Valleys. John Edwin and Catherine had one daughter, 

Margaret Anne Theodora born 7th Dec 1911 in Gilwern.  

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Albert Edward Flowers 
                          ( Photo courtesy of David Owen a descendant relative) 
 



By the time the Great War started Albert Edward was working at Six Bells Colliery as a 

surface worker. Albert enlisted at Abertillery, joining the 11th Battalion of South Wales 

Borderers, ( Service No 33248), also known as the Second Gwent's, as most were 

recruited from the north Gwent area  and south Brecknockshire.  This regiment was 

formed at Brecon in Dec 1914 and was part of the 38th Welsh Division as it comprised 13 

Welsh & London Welsh regiments within three Brigades.  They were moved to France in 

December 1915 and were set to holding the line and undertaking raids on the enemy lines 

in the Neuve Chapelle area.  

 

They were despatched to the Somme in June 1916 and had a period of training on trench 

warfare before arriving at Mametz. The Battle of the Somme started on 1st July 1916 and it 

was on the 7th that the Battalion were to ordered to take Mametz Wood. However the 

enemy were well dug in despite a barrage earlier in the day, the smokescreen planned 

before the attack never materialised and many of the telephone lines were cut so 

communications were nigh impossible. Within 300 yards the attack came under heavy 

machine gun fire both from ahead and the side and many were killed and injured. Sadly, 

Albert was one of these casualties.  

 

He died on 7th July 1916 aged 21 and is buried at Flatiron Copse cemetery, Mametz,  

France, close to the battle site. He is shown as the son of John & Margaret Flowers. He is 

also commemorated on the Abertillery Central Memorial, Somerset Street, Abertillery, and 

on the Memorial Window at St Elli’s Church, Llanelly. His family were living at The 

Common, Gilwern at this time.                                                                                                

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ISAAC, Pte Walter J, (Gilwern), d 5 April 1918, France, aged 34. 

Walter James Isaac was a grocer’s assistant who was born in 1884 to Benjamin Isaac, a 

canal labourer from Cwmdu, and his wife Mary, from Partrishow. In the 1891 census the 

couple are shown as living at “Lower Common”, Gilwern, with seven children, of whom 

Walter was the youngest. His 21-year-old brother Levi was described as a quarry labourer, 

18-year-old sister Mary was a dressmaker and 16-year-old brother William worked as a 

weaver while Walter and his sisters Edith and Elizabeth and brother Benjamin were all still 

of school age. All the children are listed as having been born in Cwmdu although other 

records suggest Walter was born in Gilwern. 

By 1901, Walter had moved out of the family home and was living in the parish of 

Eglwysilan, Caerphilly, with his sister Mary and her husband Henry Lewis. Henry ran a 

grocery business at Llanbradach, near Caerphilly, and Walter worked as his assistant. It 

was in Caerphilly that Walter later enlisted in the army. In 1915 Walter appears to have 

married Lottie M Reed in Bedwellty and they had a son, Herbert James Isaac, born in 

1916. The official record of Walter’s death shows his residence as Aberbargoed. 

Walter enlisted into the Monmouthshire Regiment but was later transferred to the 8th 

Battalion of the Somerset Light Infantry, Service No 28840. He died on 5 Apr 1918 during 

a British attack in the Somme area of France. The assault was part of an effort to counter 

the final massive German offensive of the war, which for a while that spring had 

threatened the prospect of allied defeat. Walter’s unit went into action although tanks that 

were supposed to support them failed to arrive on time. The ‘Somerset’s’ were initially 

quite successful but then ran into devastating fire at a place called Rossignol Wood where 

they suffered a disastrous reverse with many casualties. Walter is buried at Gommecourt 

British Cemetery No.2, at Hebuterne, France. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



JONES, George. (Gellifellen, L Hill) d. 25 July 1916, France, aged 23. 

 

George was born in 1893 and his birth was registered at Crickhowell as Alfred George 

Jones. His father, John Jones was  a collier / hewer born in  1862 at Llanelly, Breconshire.  

His mother Rachel was born in  1860 also at Llanelly, Breconshire. George had four 

siblings: Sophora born 1883 a dressmaker, Thomas H born 1885 a collier / hewer, David 

John born 1887 a collier / hewer, and Evan born 1891, all born at Llanelly Hill and living at 

Gellifellen. 

 

He enlisted at Brynmawr joining the 1st battalion South Wales Borders on 23 September 

1915 with service No 9793. The battalion had been in France since the start of the war and 

George joined them just before the Battle of Loos, probably with many others to make up 

previous casualties. Loos is just south of Lille. Initially they were sent to defend Hulluch, 

near Loos and beat off a number of German attacks successfully. Over the cold wet winter 

of 1915 / 16 the Battalion were holding the line gained and created by the Battle of Loos. 

This was trench warfare at its most aggressive with attacks and counterattacks and some 

fierce fighting in dreadful conditions. They then became  involved in the Battle of the 

Somme and its various phases, Battle of Albert 1 to 13th July, Bazzentin 14th to 17th July 

and Poziers from 23July. The battalion were at Contalmaison, just east of Albert,  when 

George was killed  on 25 July 1916 aged 23.  

 

He is commemorated at Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France, and on the Memorial Plaque 

at St Elli’s Church, Llanelly. He was awarded Victory Medal, the British Medal and the 

1914/15 Star. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



JONES,  Gurnos John. ( Maesygwartha) d. 4 July 1915, Aden, aged 23. 

 

Gurnos John was born in 1892 registered at Bedwelty, Monmouthshire. His father, 

Thomas Jones was born in  1871 at Hereford and worked as a General labourer. His 

mother, Emily was  born in  1868 at Llanwenarth, Monmouthshire. Gurnos had four 

siblings: Mary born 1896, Trevor born 1901, Gomer born 1903 and Clifford born 1908, all 

born at Maesygwartha. In 1911 Gurnos was working as a Stone Quarry Labourer. 

 

Gurnos John enlisted at Crickhowell joining the 1st/1st Brecknockshire Battalion of the 

South Wales Borderers ( C Company) on 3 July 1915, as a Private and with  service No 

1518. The battalion had been in India but were based at Aden since October 1914 where 

they were fighting the Turkish forces in the Yemen. In July 1915 they were despatched to 

support the Sultan of Lahej and had to march a long distance in extremely hot weather. 

They arrived at Lahej exhausted and then, with others,  had to fight the Turks. They were 

unable to hold them off and Lahej was evacuated and the Battalion then had to march 

back to base. Many died of heat stroke on the march back and from a letter by Private 

Holland it was reported that Gurnos was one of those, dying on the way back from Lahej 

on 4th July 1915,   aged 23.  

 

He is commemorated on the Heliopolis Memorial ( Aden), Egypt. He is also 

commemorated on the Window Memorial at St Elli’s church, Llanelly, the Abergavenny & 

District Memorial at the Town Hall, Abergavenny, and the Neville Hall Hospital Memorial 

Scroll. He was awarded the Victory Medal, the British Medal and the 1914/15 Star. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



JONES, Henry. (Llanelly Hill).  

d. 1st January 1917, At sea off Cape Matapan, Greece, aged 19. 

Henry Jones was born into a large family in Mount Pleasant, Llanelly Hill, around 1897. His 

father, Evan Jones, and his mother, Mary Ann Watkins, both had children from previous 

marriages as well as the seven sons and two daughters born to the two of them. Adding in 

a grandson, born to one of their daughters, the couple raised a total of 15 children. 

The family had roots in Radnorshire, where ancestors are believed to have owned land 

and farmed, but by the time they were in Llanelly Hill they were part of the mining 

community. Evan is described in the 1901 census as a coal hewer and so is his 15-year-

old son Frank. By 1911 Evan senior was no longer able to work and sons Evan, Joshua 

and Henry had become the family breadwinners by following their father into the pits. 

Henry was aged 13 and is described as a “collier boy (hewer)”. The family at that time 

consisted of ten members all sharing a house with four rooms.  

At some time before joining the army Henry seems to have moved to Yorkshire. He 

enlisted in Halifax and gave an address in Paddock, Yorkshire. He initially joined the 

Durham Light Infantry but was soon transferred to the Machine Gun Corps. Henry was one 

of 153 men killed when the ship HT Ivernia was torpedoed and sunk on 1 Jan 1917 off 

Cape Matapan, Greece, while carrying reinforcements for Egypt. He is commemorated on 

the Mikra memorial in Greece. 

 

 

(above) A copy of the memorial certificate presented to Henry’s family by Llanelly Parish 

(the family still have the original and might be willing to loan it for exhibition) 



(below) Photos purporting to show soldiers awaiting rescue after the torpedoing of the 

Ivernia – these copies were found in an old book “Covenants With Death” in the 

possession of one of Henry’s family. Identical photos can be found in other sources. It is 

not known whether they are genuine (it was not unheard of for war photographers to stage 

images after the event). 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 



JONES, James. ( Llanelly Hill), d. 2 April 1916,  France, aged 19. 

 

James Jones was a miner who came originally from northern England.  He was the son of 

Joseph Jones, also a miner, and his wife Rachel, who lived for some years at Llanelly Hill. 

Joseph Jones was born in Monkwearmouth, Sunderland, and Rachel was from Braceby, 

Lincolnshire. The family appear to have moved to the area from England when James was 

young but little is known of their life before they arrived in Wales. The first definite record is 

the 1901 census which shows the couple living at Gellifelen with their sons William (aged 

nine), James (aged four), Francis (aged two) and daughter Ellen Beatrice (aged seven 

months). William is listed as born in “Durham, Unsworth”, and James and Francis are 

shown as born in Washington, County Durham, while Beatrice was born in Llanelly Hill. 

By 1911 the family were living at Miners Row, Llanelly Hill, and James together with his 

older brother William had joined their father working in the pits. There were now two more 

children in the family – Elizabeth Ann Jones and Thomas John Jones – making a total of 

eight people sharing a five-room house. As well as the six surviving children, Rachel had 

given birth to three who had died before reaching adulthood. 

James served in the 1st Battalion of the South Wales Borderers and died on 2 April 1916 

aged 19. He is buried at St. Patrick's Cemetery, at Loos, in France. Given that the record 

of his grave lists only his mother as a parent it seems she may have been widowed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JONES, John Wesley. ( Clydach) d.21 March 1918, France, aged 27. 



 

John was born in 1890 at Clydach. His father, also John, was born in 1863 in Wrexham, 

North Wales and worked as a Bootmaker and dealer. His mother Catherine was born in 

Nantyglo  in 1866 and died in Stockport in 1902.   His stepmother Mary was born in 1871 

Northamptonshire He had 2 brothers, William H born 1887 in Cheltenham, Gloucestershire 

and James Ernest born 1895 at Stockport, Cheshire plus a half-brother  Wilfred Potter  

born 1906 at Cheltenham. The family were living in Cheltenham by 1911 at Farndon 

House, Great Norwood Street, Cheltenham. John Wesley was a Clerk by 1911. 

 

John joined the 6th Battalion of the Somerset Light Infantry (also known as The Prince 

Alberts)  at Cheltenham, service No 37937. He had been in the Royal Army Veterinary 

Corps before that and his service No there was 02337. 

He was killed on 21st March 1918 aged 27, dying of wounds received. He is buried at 

Ribemont Communal Cemetery Extension, Aisne, France. He is also recorded on the 

Memorial Window of St Elli’s Church at Llanelly.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LEWIS, David William.  (Clydach), d. 28 May 1918, France, aged 21 

 

David William Lewis was the son of Elijah and Emily Lewis (nee Flight), both of whom had 

been born and brought up in coalmining families in the Brynmawr-Nantyglo area. He was 

their second child, born in Brynmawr, two years into the marriage, in 1897. In 1911 the 

family was living in Station Road, Clydach, by which time they had had seven children, two 

of whom had died. Elijah was a coal miner throughout his life. His eldest son, John, began 

work down the pit at the age of fourteen, as did a younger one, George; almost certainly 

David did so too.  

 

Enlisting at Abergavenny, the latter served initially in the Monmouthshire Regiment and 

then as a private in the 6th Battalion of South Wales Borderers,  before being killed in 

action at the Third Battle of the River Aisne, in northern France, in late May 1918. The 

Battalion were a Pioneer Battalion in the 25th Division carrying out the construction of 

tunnels, trenches, communication trenches, etc, often under fire. They were at Vimy and 

Neuville St Vaast in the spring of 1916 consolidating craters blown up under the German 

lines. In 1917 they were at Messines again digging communication trenches, laying 

tramways, roads and built a bridge over the River Doure for tanks. In 1918 they had 

moved north to support the defence against the German offensive at Lys and later 

Ploegsteert.  He was killed in action at the Third Battle of the River Aisne, in northern 

France, in late May 1918.He is commemorated on the Memorial Window of St Elli’s 

Church and on the Soissons Memorial, which lists the names of almost four thousand 

British soldiers with no known grave who were killed in the area from May to August 1918 

during the German Spring Offensive. David was awarded both the Victory Medal and the 

British Medal. 

 

David thus became the fourth child lost by Elijah and Emily Lewis. Eighteen months 

earlier, their fifteen-year-old son George had died of terrible head injuries, having been hit 

by a train while crossing the line in the early-morning darkness as he was walking to work 

at the Llanmarch Colliery, above Llanelly Hill. 

 

 

 

 
George Lewis 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LEWIS, John. ( Pwlldu, Llanelly Hill), d. 9 August 1915, Gallipoli, aged 37. 

John Lewis was born into a mining family in Llanelly Hill on 26 April 1878. The 1881 

census shows John, aged three, living with his parents Edward and Margaret Lewis in 

Waenavon. Also in the house were John’s brothers Thomas (aged 17), Joshua (aged 15), 

James (aged 12), and sisters Harriet (aged 11) and Mary (aged 5). Edward Lewis was a 

miner while Thomas worked for a blacksmith and Joshua was described as a “horse 

driver” at a mine. The family had a lodger, David Roberts, a miner who was still living with 

them when the 1891 census came around. By that time John had a younger brother, Lewis 

Lewis, while his oldest brother Thomas had married and moved out of the family home and 

was living nearby with his wife and son. By the 1901 census John had followed his father 

into the pits and was working as a haulier below ground. On 21 April 1903 John married 

Ceinwen Gladys Jenkins. The 1911 census shows the couple living at Lower Rank, 

Pwlldu, Blaenavon, with a son and two daughters. They had also had another child who 

died in infancy. John’s occupation at this time is described as “colliery horse keeper 

underground”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John Lewis served in the 1/5th Battalion of the Welsh Regiment. He died on 30 November 

1915 and is buried at Pieta military cemetery, Malta. In November 1915 his unit was 

fighting on the Gallipoli front, having landed at Suvla Bay on 9 August 1915. It seems likely 

that he was injured in combat and was being transported by hospital ship at the time of his 

death, as Pieta contains the graves of many casualties who died in transit. 

 

 

 



LLOYD, Richard. ( Maesygwartha). d. 26 Nov 1918, Maesygwartha, aged 32. 

Richard Lloyd was an agricultural labourer who became a shoeing smith for the Royal 

Artillery. He was the son of John and Margaret Lloyd, who lived near Gilwern. The 1891 

census shows the couple residing at Penyrheol Keeper’s House, Maesygwartha, with four-

year-old Richard and his younger sister Mary. John Lloyd’s occupation is given as 

“shepherd” and he appears to have been born in Llanbadarn Fynydd, Radnorshire. 

Richard Lloyd and his mother are both recorded as having been born in Nantyglo, 

although on a later census Richard’s birthplace was given as Cwmdu.  

By 1911, Richard had moved out of the family home and was living and working at Pant 

Farm, Llanellen, which is the address he gave when he joined the army. His occupation on 

the census is given as “farm servant” while on his army papers he is described as a “farm 

labourer”. The farm was owned by elderly widower William Jones and appears to have 

been run by his two daughters Emily and Pollie Jones.   

Richard Lloyd signed up for the army in December 1915 in Abergavenny and went into the 

Royal Garrison Artillery (RGA), the branch of the artillery responsible for the heaviest 

guns. His papers record that he was aged 29, he stood five feet seven and a half inches 

tall and weighed 152 pounds.  In September 1916 he was posted to the 24th Heavy 

Battery. At the end of April 1917 he qualified as a shoeing smith and in November of that 

year he was transferred to the Royal Horse and Royal Field Artillery. In August 1918 he 

was moved back to the RGA and continued to serve until the armistice. Shortly after 

fighting stopped he was sent on leave and he died at home at Penyrheol, Llanelly, on 26 

November 1918, at the age of 32. His army papers show he was a victim of the 

devastating influenza pandemic which swept the world at that time, almost certainly 

contracting the disease while at war. He is buried at Llanelly Churchyard 

A military document dated May 1919 shows Richard had two younger brothers who also 

served in the army but who survived. He also had another brother, who was too young to 

serve, and three sisters. His mother was a widow as his father was listed as deceased.  

 

 



MAKIN, Albert. (Gilwern), d. 7 May 1918, Greece, aged 20 

 

Albert Edward Makin was born in Leeds on 16 February 1898. The son of William Henry 

Makin, a Stonemason and, Sarah Jane Makin (nee Morgan) who was from Bristol. As a 

child Albert lived in Gloucester, where his sister Elizabeth Ann was born and later in 

Chepstow where his sister Phoebe May was born. Albert's father died in November 1904 

in Halifax, Yorkshire.  

 

In 1905 the family were living in Hay, Breconshire where Albert attended Hay National 

School. It was here, in June 1905 that his widowed mother Sarah married George Thomas 

Osborne a Shoemaker. Later that year the family moved to Abergavenny and Albert was 

enrolled in Hereford Road Boys School. His half-brother Henry George Osborne was born 

in Abergavenny in 1906.  

 

In the summer of 1910 Albert's mother married for a third time to a widower Francis 

Clayton, a Limestone Quarryman from Clydach. Following her marriage Sarah and her 

younger children moved to Clydach, initially to the Cambrian Inn and later to Back Road 

while Albert stayed in Abergavenny, living with his mother's aunt, Sarah Thornbury (nee 

White).  The 1911 census shows them as living at Wilsons Yard, Mill Street, Abergavenny.  

However, Albert left school in May 1911, the records showing he had ' Left Town’.  It was 

probably at this stage that he joined the rest of the family in Clydach.  

 

In August 1916 Albert and five friends were charged at Crickhowell Police Court with riding 

bicycles without lights and fined 1s and costs. The Brecon County Times referred to them 

as ' all of Clydach, colliers '.  

 

Albert joined the army in late 1916 or early 1917 enlisting in Brecon with the South Wales 

Borderers, No 3/28934. He was initially with the 3rd Battalion before joining the 8th 

Battalion, which was fighting in Salonika, Greece, against Bulgaria, one of Germany’s 

allies. Whilst there he was injured and died 'of wounds 'on 7 May 1918, aged 20. At the 

time of his death he was attached to the 67th Machine Gun Company. Albert was buried in 

the British Military Cemetery at Karasouli and is commemorated on the Gilwern War 

Memorial and the Memorial Window of St Elli's Church, Llanelly.  

 

As part of the “Blood Swept Lands and Seas of Red” project his name was one of the 180 

war dead read out in the moat of the Tower of London on the evening of 24th August 2014. 

A tree has also been dedicated to his memory in the Wales Centenary Wood which will 

stand on 120 acres of rolling grassland at Coed Ffos Las, Carmarthenshire. 

 

 

 

 

 



MATTHEWS, George Henry. ( Brynmawr), d. 9th April 1915, Belgium, aged 25. 

 

George was born in Brynmawr, but is registered in Llanelly Parish, Crickhowell in the 

January quarter of 1890.  He was a son of John and Elizabeth Matthews, and was one of 

eleven children born in Abertillery, Pontnewydd and Brynmawr, as their father moved 

round for work.  

 

In 1891 Elizabeth and the six oldest children were living in Cemetery Road, Brynmawr and 

John was away at the time of the census. By 1901 the couple were living in Grange Road, 

Pontnewydd with eight of their children and John was working in the iron works. In 1911 

Elizabeth was a widow, still living in Pontnewydd with her ten unmarried children including 

George who was a colliery worker, aged 16 at this time... 

 

George enlisted in the 3rd Battalion Monmouthshire regiment (territorial force) Service No 

1483, in Sirhowy, as a resident of Tredegar, but giving his birthplace as Llanelly, 

Crickhowell 

 

He was killed in action on 9th April 1915 having served in France & Flanders and is 

mentioned on the Menin Gate panel 50. He is also commemorated on the Abergavenny 

Town Hall Memorial, the Central Memorial Bedwellty Park, Tredegar, Neville Hall Hospital 

Memorial Scroll, King George’s Field Gates Memorial, Govilon and Christchurch Govilon 

and in the publication “With Rifle and Pick”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MORGAN, Henry.  (Clydach), d. 17 October 1915, Belgium, aged 21. 

 

James Henry Morgan was the son of Philip and Emily Morgan (nee Jones), both of whom 

were from labouring families in the Clydach area. Born in 1894, he was the third of twelve 

children, two of whom died in infancy. In 1901, when Henry was seven years old, the 

family was living in Tankard Row, Clydach, with his father working as an engine driver, ‘a 

crusher of stones’ in a quarry. Ten years later, he himself was now a coal miner (‘a hewer’) 

and still living in the same family home. In 1913, aged nineteen, he married Hilda 

Brinkworth, the daughter of a furniture worker, from Forest Green in Gloucestershire, who 

appears to have been scarcely sixteen at the time of marriage; within six months the 

couple had a baby daughter (Maisie). 

 

Henry Morgan evidently volunteered for the army early in the war, enlisting in Hereford and 

joining the King’s Shropshire Light Infantry. Within months of active service, he had lost his 

life, in the major British offensive of the autumn of 1915 centering on the Battle of Loos in 

Flanders. A local newspaper report, in January 1917, which listed and commended forty-

five former pupils of Clydach Council School who had joined the armed forces, remarked 

thus: ‘One [Henry Morgan], we regret to say, has paid the highest sacrifice for his King and 

Country, having been killed in action . . . It is intended to place the roll of honour in the 

school, together with photographs of the “old boys” who have gone forth to defend the 

Homeland, as a permanent memento of their voluntary sacrifice in the nation’s at a critical 

time’. He is commemorated on the Memorial Window of St Elli’s Church and in the La 

Brique Military Cemetery, No. 2, Belgium. 

 

As everywhere, the family at home, and especially the women, had to cope with the grief 

and the daily realities of home life. While Henry’s young wife faced a future as a single 

parent, within little more than a year his mother too was left widowed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



NASH, Trevor George.  (Maesygwartha), d. 22 Feb 1917, Farnham, Surrey, aged 19. 

 

Trevor was born at Blaenavon in early 1897 and was working as a Railway Clerk for the 

London & North Western Railway, based in the Managers office at Abergavenny. He was 

living at 110 St Helens Road Abergavenny in 1911, with his parents, having previously 

lived at Blaenavon and later they moved to Pine Grove, Maesygwartha. Trevor’s father 

Henry also worked for the L & NW Railway as a signalman having been born at Haywood, 

Herefordshire in 1870. His mother Juliett Emily Duck was born in Abergavenny in 1870. 

 

Trevor joined the Royal Engineers at Bordon on 16th Feb 1916, Service No 229838 and 

allocated to the Railway Operating Division as a Sapper. He was initially moved to the 

Army Reserve and was mobilised in mid January 1917 working as Shunter in England. In 

early February   1917 he was sent to hospital at Frensham Hill, Farnham in Surrey 

suffering from a severe cough and then diagnosed as having Tuberculus of the Lung. He 

died on 22 February 12 days later. 

 

Trevor is buried at Clehonger Churchyard in Herefordshire and the picture and text below 

show these and his parent’s grave. Clehonger Parish covered the parish of Haywood 

where Henry Nash, Trevor’s father, was born. He is commemorated on the Abergavenny & 

District Memorial at the Town Hall, Abergavenny; the Neville Hall Hospital Memorial Scroll; 

the Hereford Road Boys School Memorial, Bailey Court, Old Hereford Road; The Holy 

Trinity Church Memorial, Trinity Square, Abergavenny and the Memorial Plaque at St Elli’s 

Church, Llanelly. 

 
Trevor George Nash’s Memorial at All Saints Church, Clehonger, Herefordshire. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

CWGC memorial 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

229838 Sapper T. G. NASH 
Royal Engineers 

22cnd February 1917, Age 19 
 

Grave memorial 
 

Trevor George Nash   Sapper R.Q.D.  R.E. 
Of the L & NWR Managers Office 

Abergavenny 
Only son of Henry & Juliett Nash 

Died at Frensham Hill Military Hospital, Farnham 
February 22cnd 1917 in his 20th Year. 
Dutiful and loving son Faithful and true 

He gave his life  For King & Country 
In the Great War  1914 – 1918 

Thy will be done 
 

Grave Memorial for Mother & Father 
 

Juliett Emily Nash 
The faithful and true wife of 
Henry Nash of Abergavenny 

entered into rest 
March 26th 1919 Age 44 

 
Also of Henry Nash 

who was in the service of  
L.N.W.Rlwy 

44 years 
Died January 10th 1938 age 68 



PHILLIPS, William H. (Clydach), d. 27 February 1917, Salonika, Greece, aged 20 

 

William Haydn Phillips ('Willie') was the son of William and Clara Phillips (nee Williams), 

both of whom were born and brought up in the Llanelly Hill area. Like so many young men 

who lost their lives in the First World War, his name appears in just two of the decennial 

censuses. In 1901, he was four years old and living with his parents, sister and a young 

servant in Heath Bush, Llanelly Hill, his father's occupation being recorded as 'grocer I 

worker'. The 1911 census tells us much more about every family and here we learn that 

William senior was an assistant grocer with the Co-operative Society. Willie was now 

fourteen and still at school. For the first time, this census also asked for the length of the 

marriage and how many children had been born to it, including the number still alive. This 

revealed the appalling child mortality rate in Edwardian Britain. In 1911, Willie was the 

eldest surviving child of eight, three of whom had died. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Only the bare facts of Willie Phillips' military record are available. Enlisting in Newport, he 

served initially with the South Wales Borderers before transferring to the King's (Liverpool) 

Regiment, 2cnd Garrison Battalion, with service No 81015.  He was killed in action on       

27 February 1917, at Salonika (Thessalonika today) on the Macedonian Front in Greece, 

where British forces were fighting against the Bulgarians. (Germany had three allies in the 

First World War: Austria-Hungary, the Ottoman Turkish Empire and Bulgaria.) He was 

buried in Salonika (Lembet Road) Military Cemetery and is one of the eighteen names 

commemorated on the Memorial Window of St Elli's Church, Llanelly. 

 

 
 
 
 



PICKERING, Thomas Edward Gordon. (Gilwern) d.1 Nov 1918, Capetown, aged 28.    

 

Thomas, generally known as Gordon was born in 1891 at Auckland House, Gilwern, taking 

the Gordon from his mother’s maiden name. His father was Alfred Truscott Pickering, born 

1862 in London. His mother was Edith Winifred Pierce born 1870 in Auckland, New 

Zealand. Gordon had four siblings, John Henry born 1894, Robert Hope born 1896, Patty 

Elizabeth Minnie born 1902 and William Truscott born 1905. In 1891 he was living with his 

mother and Pickering grandparents at Auckland House. By 1901 he was at Weston Super 

Mare again with his mother and grandparents. In 1911, aged 20, he was back at Auckland 

House with parents and siblings and shown as a Trooper in the Rhodesian Cavalry. 

 

Gordon’s maternal grandfather was Doctor Thomas Pierce and had qualified as a 

Surgeon. He emigrated to New Zealand in 1858 and returned to Gilwern in 1870 with his 

wife due to her inheritance. He then rented Auckland House and used this as both home 

and a surgery and subsequently retired to Weston Super Mare. Gordon’s father, who 

worked at his uncle’s Ironworks in the Cardiff area, took over the tenancy of Auckland 

House when Dr Thomas Pierce retired. It is believed that Auckland House was in the 

ownership of the Davies family at this time. 

 

The Rhodesian Cavalry became part of the South African Mounted Police during the early 

part of the war. Many of these were assigned to the Defence Force for active duty. Gordon 

died at Capetown, South Africa, on 1 November 1918 of pneumonia, aged 28. It was 

reported in the Abergavenny Chronicle on 22 Nov 1918. For some reason the probate was 

not completed and registered until 30 August 1962. Gordon’s Will passed his effects and 

estate to his brother, John Henry Pickering, a retired Marine Engineer. 

 

Gordon’s death is commemorated on the Memorial Window at St Elli’s Church.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



POWELL, Thomas Arthur. (Clydach), d. 3 August 1917, Belgium, aged 21 

 

Thomas Powell illustrates the difficulties often encountered in piecing together someone's 

life at a distance of more than a century. His name appears in two censuses. In 1901 he 

was four years old and living with his maternal grandmother and members of her family at 

'Upper House Farm', Gilwem, his birthplace being recorded simply as 'Monmouthshire'. 

Ten years later, aged fourteen, he was at the same address (now under its Welsh name, 

"Tyucha'), the farm having passed to his uncle.  

 

He scarcely seems to have lived with his parents at all. His mother's family were from 

farming stock on the Breconshire-Radnorshire border, near Builth Wells and, sometime 

during the 1880s, they moved to the Nantyglo area where they continued to farm. In 1894 

his mother, Sarah (Hughes) married Thomas Powell; both seem to have been about 

seventeen years old. Their son, Thomas Arthur Powell, was born in 1896, but Thomas, 

senior, died within two years. In 1901, Sarah was living with her elder sister and family in a 

Nantyglo pub, but she remarried shortly after, to Philip Evans, a coal miner. In 1911 they 

were living in Merthyr Tydfil and later moved to Llanbradach. 

 

In an article published in the Abergavenny Chronicle on 5 January 1917, the headmaster 

of Gilwern Council School, Alfred Perrott, listed the names of sixty old boys who were 

serving in the armed forces (including two who had died by this date). 'Tom Powell' was 

recorded as currently in England with the 'Welsh Horse'; he later transferred to the 7th 

Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment), service No G/24807 and was killed 

in action on the Western Front in August 1917. War records show that he enlisted at 

Adpar, near Newcastle Emlyn, and this was also given as his residence. How he came to 

be living in west Wales is unknown. Promoted to the rank of lance-corporal, he is 

commemorated on the Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial, Belgium, and on the Memorial 

Window of St Elli's Church, Llanelly. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PRICE, William Henry. (Clydach), d. 3 July 1917, Belgium, aged 32 

 

 

William Henry Price was the eldest child of Benjamin and Emma Price (nee. Lewis).  His 

father was a coal miner from Clydach and his mother a native of Abergavenny. William 

Henry was born in Clydach in 1885 and the family was living in Blaina by the time of the 

1891 census.  They were to be found at the same address in the next two censuses. In 

1911, Benjamin was 26 years old, working as a coal miner (hewer), single and still living 

with his parents, who had had six children, two of whom had died. 

 

 

Few details are available on his military career. Enlisting in Newport, he served as a 

gunner in the Royal Horse Artillery and the Royal Field Artillery. He was killed in action on 

the Western Front on 3rd July 1917 and was buried in the Coxyde Military Cemetery, De 

Panne, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. His name appears on the Memorial Plaque in St Elli's 

Church, Llanelly. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SUTHERLAND, James.  (Gilwem), d. 27 July 1917, Iraq, aged 20 

 

James Sutherland was the second son of Thomas and Mary Margretta Sutherland (nee 

Lewis), the former a Scot, the latter a native of Brynmawr. Born in Pontypool in 1896, he 

was brought up in Bailey Street, Brynmawr, though his military service record states his 

residence as Gilwem at the time of death and he is commemorated on the Memorial 

Window of St Elli's Church, Llanelly. 

 

Aged four in the 1901 census, his father was recorded as a 'beer agent'. Ten years later, 

aged 14, James himself was working as a 'wholesale warehouse assistant' while his father 

was now a 'travelling draper'. The 1911 census also reveals that eight children had been 

born to the marriage, three of whom had died. 

 

Information on James Sutherland's military career is sparse. Enlisting in Brynmawr, he 

served in the 8th Battalion, Welsh Regiment, Service No 35325 and died in July 1917, 

fighting in the Middle East theatre of war, in Mesopotamia (modem Iraq). Here, British 

forces ~ comprising mostly Imperial troops - had recently captured Baghdad from the 

Ottoman Turks, allies to the German and Austro Hungarian forces  and were moving 

towards conquest of the remainder of the country. His grave lies in the Baghdad (North 

Gate) Cemetery, Iraq. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THOMAS, Arthur Emrys. (Gilwern), d 29 March. Palestine, aged 22. 

 

Arthur Emrys Thomas was the youngest child of Thomas and Mary Thomas (nee Evans).   

Born in Cwmtillery in 1894, when his mother was 46 years old, he was one of a large 

family - his eldest brother being 26 years older than he was. Arthur’s whereabouts in the 

1901 census are inconclusive - most likely he and his widowed father (a coal miner) and a 

brother were living in the Forest of Dean - but certainly in 1911 he was back in south-east 

Wales, residing in Blackrock, Clydach, with his eldest brother and family; he was now 

seventeen years old and working as a coal miner ( hewer). 

 

 

Arthur Thomas was a volunteer for armed service, enlisting in Brynmawr in October 1915 

and joining the Royal Army Medical Corps attached to the 1st / 6th Essex Regiment, service 

No 71984. He died seventeen months later, on 29th March 1917, of wounds incurred while 

fighting as part of the Egyptian Expeditionary Force which had successfully defended the 

Suez Canal from the invading Turks and was now driving them back into Palestine. He 

was buried in Deir El Belah War Cemetery, Gaza Strip, Palestine, and is commemorated 

on the Memorial Plaque, St Elli’s Church, Llanelly and on the Brynmawr War Memorial. 

 

 

The majority of personal war service records of those who died in the First World War 

have been destroyed or damaged, but one for Arthur Thomas has survived.  This gives 

basic information such as his height, weight and medical history on enlistment but, most 

poignantly, it lists the personal effects sent back to his brother Philip ( living at Waterfall 

Cottage, Gilwern) who was notified of his death two weeks after the event. These include a 

rosary; letters, postcards and Christmas cards received from home; a diary, reading 

glasses and a pencil case; a pocket wallet and cigarette case; photographs ( presumably 

of family or maybe a girlfriend); and a letter addressed to next of kin. The family also 

received Arthur’s British War and Victory Medals in 1921. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



WATKINS, Edward Thomas. (Llanelly Parish), d. 10 November 1917, Belgium. 

 

Edward was born in Llanelly parish and enlisted at Brynmawr into the 1st Battalion, South 

Wales Borderers (1st SWB). His Service No was 26225 with the rank of Private. To date 

we have not been able to identify his family and his age is not recorded as part of the 

records found to date. 

 

The 1st SWB had been involved in the war since August 1914 when it landed in France 

with the British Expeditionary Force. It was therefore involved in many of the most 

infamous battles receiving many battle honours but also many losses. By 1917 the 

Germans had retired to the Hindenberg Line and the 1st Division to which the 1st SWB 

were part of, were deployed to road making. In April 1917 they were transferred to the 

Flanders coast in preparation for the 3rd Ypres offensive. This involved being in seclusion 

at the camp at Le Clipon (also known as ‘Hush Hush’ camp around which many rumours 

circulated). It was part of a plan to make an amphibious landing on the Belgian coast. The 

Germans had launched a spoiling attack in July 1917 that delayed the British Operation 

and much of the low lying areas of Flanders had been flooded.  

The Operation was eventually cancelled in October 1017.  

 

Later in 1917 the 1st SWB were part of the closing stages of the 3rd battle of Ypres (also 

known as the Battle of Passchendaele) and movement was very difficult due to mud foiling 

the attack and the problems became one of reaching the Germans rather than defeating 

them. The attack of 10th Nov was along the Goudberg Spur, one of several spurs on this 

higher ridged area north of the village of  Passchendaele and it was here that Edward lost 

his life. 

 

Edward died on 10 Nov 1917 and is commemorated on the Tyne Cot Memorial at 

Zonnebeke, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. He is also commemorated on the Brynmawr 

Central Memorial, Market Square, Brynmawr. He was awarded the Victory Medal and the 

British Medal. As he was not awarded the 1914-15 Star he would not have served abroad 

until after December 1915. It is not clear however when he did go to France  & Belgium. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



WATKINS, Edward Thomas. (Llanelly Parish), d. 10 November 1917, Belgium. 

 

Edward was born in Llanelly parish and enlisted at Brynmawr into the 1st Battalion, South 

Wales Borderers (1st SWB). His Service No was 26225 with the rank of Private. To date 

we have not been able to identify his family and his age is not recorded as part of the 

records found to date. 

 

The 1st SWB had been involved in the war since August 1914 when it landed in France 

with the British Expeditionary Force. It was therefore involved in many of the most 

infamous battles receiving many battle honours but also many losses. By 1917 the 

Germans had retired to the Hindenberg Line and the 1st Division to which the 1st SWB 

were part of, were deployed to road making. In April 1917 they were transferred to the 

Flanders coast in preparation for the 3rd Ypres offensive. This involved being in seclusion 

at the camp at Le Clipon (also known as ‘Hush Hush’ camp around which many rumours 

circulated). It was part of a plan to make an amphibious landing on the Belgian coast. The 

Germans had launched a spoiling attack in July 1917 that delayed the British Operation 

and much of the low lying areas of Flanders had been flooded.  

The Operation was eventually cancelled in October 1017.  

 

Later in 1917 the 1st SWB were part of the closing stages of the 3rd battle of Ypres (also 

known as the Battle of Passchendaele) and movement was very difficult due to mud foiling 

the attack and the problems became one of reaching the Germans rather than defeating 

them. The attack of 10th Nov was along the Goudberg Spur, one of several spurs on this 

higher ridged area north of the village of Passchendaele and it was here that Edward lost 

his life. 

 

Edward died on 10 Nov 1917 and is commemorated on the Tyne Cot Memorial at 

Zonnebeke, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. He is also commemorated on the Brynmawr 

Central Memorial, Market Square, Brynmawr. He was awarded the Victory Medal and the 

British Medal. As he was not awarded the 1914-15 Star he would not have served abroad 

until after December 1915. It is not clear however when he did go to France & Belgium. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



WHITBY, W (actually Pte David W Whitby). (Gellifelen), d. 2cnd October 1915, 

Belgium, aged 26. 

The name “W Whitby” actually refers to David William Whitby who was born in 1889, the 

eldest child of coal miner Frederick Whitby and wife Elizabeth. The 1891 census shows 

one-year-old David and his parents living together in a house at Gellifelen with Frederick’s 

mother, also named Elizabeth Whitby, and Frederick’s grandfather, Henry Harris. 

Frederick and his mother and grandfather are all listed as having been born at Walford, 

near Ross-on-Wye. By the 1901 census the family had grown and David, now aged 11, 

had three sisters, Elizabeth Ann (aged nine), Maud (aged seven) and Maggie May (aged 

five). Although the family seemed to be living in approximately the same location as ten 

years previously it is possible they had moved away and back again because Maud and 

Maggie are both listed as having been born in Aberdare. By 1911 David had followed his 

father into the pits and was described in the census that year as a “haulier below ground”. 

He was living with his parents and five siblings at Cwm Nantgam, Llanelly Hill, where they 

shared a house that had six rooms. David now had a younger brother, Frederick Charles, 

and a seven-month-old sister, Bronwen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1913 David W Whitby married Blodwen Jones, the daughter of a railway platelayer from 

Aberbaiden. The couple appear to have had a son named David J Whitby who was born 

sometime in April, May or June 1915. The lives of father and son overlapped by only a few 

months as David William Whitby went to France on 17 August 1915 with the 1st Battalion 

of the Welsh Guards and died in Flanders at the beginning of October 1915 (some listings 

give his date of death as the 1st and some the 2nd). He is buried at the Douai Communal 

Cemetery, Nord, France. 

 
 
 
 
 



WHITE, Albert James (Gilwern) d 3 March 1918, Bethune, France, age 21. 

 

Albert, born in Gilwern In 1896, was the eldest son of William and Harriet White of 

Maesygwartha, Gilwern. William was a Somerset man, born in Rowberrow, in the Mendip 

Hills lead mining area, who had married Harriet Powell of Gilwern in 1892. She was the 

daughter of a quarryman William Powell and his wife Jane who lived at Twyn y Wenallt on 

Gilwern Hill. Five year old Albert, his parents, younger brother and three sisters were living 

in 1901 at Forge Cottage, Maesygwartha. William was a ‘coalminer / hewer’, so probably 

would have climbed daily the steep hill behind Clydach to the area about Llanmarch, 

where there were a number of small mines along the outcrop. The 1911 census revealed 

that Albert, now 15, had become a coalminer like his father (who was now a widower, 

Harriet having died in 1908, leaving him to bring up six children, the eldest, Lilian, being 

only15. 

 

Albert enlisted as a private in the 3rd battalion (Reserve) of the Monmouthshire Regiment 

in Abergavenny on September 17th 1914. His enlistment papers indicate that the family 

had moved to ‘Bethlehem Cottage, Gilwern’. This is the caretaker’s cottage attached to the 

Chapel of that name on the old tramroad linking Nantyglo Ironworks with the canal at 

Gilwern, a short distance beyond the hamlet of Maesygwartha. It is possible that William 

had become the caretaker of the Chapel, which might have been a part time job. Albert, in 

the Monmouthshire Regiment reserve, was not ‘Posted to Duty’ until September 1916. In 

March 1917 his unit set off to France, embarking at Southampton for Rouen on the 13th to 

join the regiment’s 1st Battalion at the front. A little under a year later he was taken to a 

clearing station in the field with appendicitis and died from gangrenous appendicitis on 28th 

February 1918. He is buried at the Choques Military Cemetery four km north west of 

Bethune in the Pas de Calais, France. In this area there had been a significant German 

advance in the spring of 1918. 

 


