
 

Young  

Men,  

to Arms!’ 
 

The First World War 
in Llanelly Parish 

 
 

 
  

 
 

Biographies of those who 

served and died in World War 1 

from Llanelly Parish 
 
 



 

 
LLANELLY PARISH 

 
SOLDIERS WHO DIED IN WW1 

 

The following list and biographies of those servicemen killed in World War 1 have 

been prepared by a number of individuals as part of a project known as ‘Behind the 

Stones’ co-ordinated through Crickhowell Archive Centre. The objective was to bring 

to life those names on memorials of those who served and died for our Country who 

came from Llanelly Parish. It is a timely reminder of the enormous debt we owe 

them. At the time of WW1 the current Llanelly Parish was part of the Crickhowell 

Rural District area and the list here is just part of the overall list for the Crickhowell 

area.   

 

The names have been identified from local memorials and from other sources but 

may still be incomplete. The biographies are based on research of records currently 

available, but it is recognised that there may be more information which could be 

added. We have been able to track down relatives of a few of those recorded but 

hope that by publishing these biographies others will be identified and additional 

information can be added. For each biography a file of all the information collected 

has been prepared and these files are kept at the Crickhowell Archive Centre. These 

are available for viewing by visiting the centre during opening hours. A book of all the 

biographies for the Crickhowell area is in preparation and it is hoped that will be 

published in late 2016. 

 

If anyone has a connection or has more information, particularly photographs please 

contact either Dave Harris; email davidecho2@aol.com , Pat Hillman; email 

kandp@gilwern.wanadoo.co.uk  or Crickhowell Archives; email 

archive@visitcrickhowell.co.uk 

 

 

Thanks for the research, support and preparation of the biographies go to: 

 

Cliff Hendy,  Mark Cottle, Norman Excell, Ryland Wallace, Geoff Williams, Dave 

Harris, Patricia Hillman and the Crickhowell Archive Centre without whom this project 

would not have been possible. 

 

 

 

AT THE GOING DOWN OF THE SUN  
AND IN THE MORNING  

WE SHALL REMEMBER THEM  

mailto:davidecho2@aol.com
mailto:kandp@gilwern.wanadoo.co.uk
mailto:archive@visitcrickhowell.co.uk
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KILLED IN ACTION 
 

1. BOWCOTT, Clifford Owen   17. MAKIN, Albert Edward 

2. BROOKS, Reuben George    18. MATTHEWS, George Henry 

3. COLEMAN, Levi    19. MORGAN, Henry 

4. DAVIES, David James    20.  NASH, Trevor George 

5. DAVIES, John     21. PHILLIPS, William H 

6. DREW, Percy     22. PICKERING, Thomas E G 

7. FLOWERS, Albert Edward   23. POWELL, Thomas Arthur 

8. ISAAC, Walter James    24. PRICE, William Henry 

9. JONES, George     25. SUTHERLAND, James 

10. JONES, Gurnos John    26. THOMAS, Emrys Arthur 

11.  JONES, Henry     27. WATKINS, Edward Thomas 

12.  JONES, James     28. WATKINS, William John 

13. JONES, John Wesley    29. WHITBY, David William 

14.  LEWIS, David William   30. WHITE, Albert James 

15. LEWIS, John     31. WILTSHIRE, Edwin 

16.  LLOYD, Richard     

        



CLIFFORD OWEN BOWCOTT 

Clifford Owen Bowcott was born in late summer 1890 in 

Abergavenny.  

In 1891 and 1901 the family lived on Brecon Road. His father John 

was a butcher and his mother Mary (or May) was from Llanelly 

Parish. By 1911 they had moved to Llanfoist to work as farmers. 

On 21st September 1914 he went to Australia and joined the Army. 

He died as a result of his wounds on 5th December 1915 whilst 

serving as a trooper with the 5th Australian Light Horse.  

Clifford was buried in Egypt. 

 



REUBEN GEORGE BROOKS 

Reuben George Brooks was christened on 23rd September 1880 in 

Abergavenny. In the 1881 census he lived at St John’s Square with his 

father John, mother Margaret and two brothers Charles and Alfred. 

In 1891 he was living at Lower Monk Street. The 1911 census 

indicates that he was serving in “Roberts Barracks, India”. 

He served with the Royal Welsh Fusiliers, 2nd Battalion from 1905 as 

a Private, service number 8624.  

Reuben was killed in action on 20th July 1916 at the battle of the 

Somme, aged 36. His name appears on the Thiepval Memorial in 

France.  

He was awarded the Victory, British War Medals and the Memorial 

Death Plaque of WW1. 

 



 LEVI COLEMAN 

Levi was born at Waunwen, Llanelly Hill in 1879 and was also living 

there in 1881. His father Joseph was a coal miner/hewer who was 

born at Over in Gloucestershire, his mother Sarah Edwards was born 

at Llanelly Hill. He had an older brother Charles who was born in 

1872, and two older sisters, Pamela born in 1884 and Gwenllian born 

in 1877. He had two younger brothers, John born 1886, and Thomas 

born 1889. He had a younger sister Sarah Jane born 1894.  In 1901, 

the family were living at Waunllapria, Llanelly Hill. 

In the summer of 1901 he married Mary Smith and they had seven 

children Gwenllian May born in 1905, Lillian Maud born in 1907, Levi 

born in 1908, Eva Gertrude born in 1909, Evelyn, William, and 

Susetta born in 1914.  Two children had died, Joseph born & died in 

1903 and another child whose name has not yet been found.  His 

mother-in-law and brother-in -law were living with the family at 163  

New Gladstone Street, Abertillery in 1911 and Levi worked as a coal 

miner. 



  

Levi enlisted at Abertillery and joined the 3rd Battalion of the   

Monmouthshire Regiment, a Territorial Force, made up of many 

young men from the Crickhowell and Abergavenny area. He held the 

rank of Private with service number 121. The 3rd Battalion saw action 

at Flanders and France and in the autumn of 1915 they were 

regrouped as a Pioneer Battalion and part of the 49th Division on 

works such as digging of fire trenches, communication trenches, the 

construction of light railways and bridges etc. At the beginning of 

September 1915, the 3rd Mons as they were known, were sent to the 

Yser Canal front just north of Ypres. They set up their battalion 

headquarters in Elverdinge Chateau which stood among a largely 

undamaged forest of “splendid oaks”.  

On the morning of December 19th, the chateau and canal came 

under heavy shell fire followed closely by a gas attack, the first of the 

war. All moved into the trenches to reinforce the front line against 

the expected German attack. The attack never came 

but the battalion was shelled all day and all the  



 

following night and 40 men were killed or wounded. On 27th 

December, the battalion was taken out of the front line and received 

orders to leave the Yser Canal. At 2.30 pm on 29th December, the 

whole battalion paraded in the grounds of the Elverdinge Chateau 

prior to moving out. As the men fell in, “an ominous sound was 

heard, like an oncoming railway train” and 17 inch shells began to 

burst among the ranks. In a few seconds, 39 men were killed and 30 

wounded. Among the dead was Levi. He was aged 39 and is buried in 

Ferme-Olivier Cemetery in Elverdinge, Ieper, West Vlaanderen, 

Belgium. 

He is commemorated on the Memorial Plaque at St. Elli’s Church, 

Gilwern, Llanelly Parish;  Abertillery Central Memorial, Somerset 

Street, Abertillery; the St. Michael’s Church Memorial, Church Street; 

the Central Memorial,  Brynmawr: the War Memorial Hall and 

Recreation Ground, Llanelly Hill and in the publication “With Rifle 

and Pick”. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Levi Coleman 

DA 



DAVID JAMES DAVIES 

David was born in 1887 at Upper Gelli, Llanelly Hill.  His father, 

Edward Davies, was a coalminer and born in 1859 at Llanelly, 

Breconshire. His mother, Ann, was born in 1860 also at Llanelly.  

David had eight siblings: Mary born 1881, Margaret born 1883, 

Rebecca born 1886, Maria born 1889, Edward born in 1891, Joseph 

born 1892, William H born 1896 and Elizabeth born in 1900. 

 David joined the South Wales Borderers, 2nd Battalion but his service 

papers have not been found and it is not known where he first 

enlisted. He held the rank of Lance Corporal and his service number 

was 10523. The battalion were in northern China in August 1914 and 

on 2nd September along with Japanese troops were sent to take the 

German held port of Tsingtao (Qintao today). There was a siege of 

the city and the German defenders surrendered on 7th November.   

Before China the 2nd Battalion had seen service in South Africa, 

having sailed there from the UK in December 1910.It seems likely 



that David, aged 23, had sailed with them, although how much  

earlier he had enlisted is not known. The Battalion had arrived in 

China in October 1912 to take up the work of the British Legation 

Guard at Peking and had a main base at Tietsin. 

In December 1914 they embarked from Hong Kong back to Plymouth 

and were stationed at Rugby, as part of the 87th Brigade, 29th 

Division, in preparation for the landings in Gallipoli. In March 1915 

they were taken to Alexandria in Egypt and in April were landed at 

Morto Bay, Cape Helles, on the Gallipoli peninsula, initially to keep 

the straits clear for British shipping. They suffered some 62 casualties 

in the landings. The Turkish forces were well prepared and several 

British ships were sunk. The battalion were subsequently moved to 

Suvla Bay and took part in the battle for Scimitar Hill, amongst 

others, suffering more than 300 casualties, before being withdrawn 

along with all other British and Commonwealth troops, in January 

1916 and sent to Egypt. The Gallipoli campaign saw several hundred 

thousand casualties of mainly English, Australian and New 

Zealand troops.  



 

In March 1916 the Battalion was moved to France and then took part 

in the Battle of the Somme that commenced on 1st July 1916 through 

to November 1916. The battalion was involved in attacking German 

lines at Beaumont Hamel, north of Albert, with heavy losses of 387 

out of 600 officers and men.  The battalion was reformed after the 

end of the Somme battles and spent periods in the lines, including at 

Manchy Le Preux in April & May 1917. It was during this period that 

David was killed. David died on the 23 April 1917 aged 29 and is 

commemorated on the Arras Memorial, Pas-de-Calais, France. He is 

also commemorated on the Memorial Plaque at St Elli’s Church, the 

Memorial Hall & Recreation Ground, Llanelly Hill, the St Mary’s 

Church memorial, Church Terrace, Brynmawr and on the Brynmawr 

Central Memorial, Market Square, Brynmawr. He was awarded the 

Victory Medal, the British Medal and the 1914/15 Star for his service. 

His family were living at 60 King Street, Brynmawr, at the time of his 

death.  

  



JOHN DAVIES 

John Davies was born in Gilwern in 1899 to Joseph and Mary Ann 

Davies. Joseph was a labourer in a stone quarry and is listed in the 

1901 census as born in Govilon while his wife Mary was born in 

Llangattock. At that time the family, including John’s older brother 

William and three sisters Annie, Evelyn and Elizabeth, lived in Lion 

Row, Gilwern. Joseph Davies was subsequently killed in a quarry 

accident and by the time of the 1911 census 18-year-old William had 

taken over as the family’s main source of income, his occupation 

being given as “coal hewer”. In 1911 the family’s address was Lion 

Terrace, Gilwern. Annie and Evelyn were no longer listed among the 

family in that year’s census but 12-year-old John now had a younger 

brother, nine-year-old Ivor. For some reason sister Elizabeth was 

listed under her middle name Florence.  

Little more is known about John Davies’s life until his military service 

in the 8th Battalion of the King's Own Royal Lancaster 

Regiment, service number 37041.  



He was killed in action on 21st August 1918, age  d 19, and is 

commemorated on the Vis-En-Artois Memorial, between Arras and 

Cambrai in France. The memorial bears the names of men who died 

between 8th August and 11th November 1918 in the final advances of 

the war between the Somme and Loos, and who have no known 

grave. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pte John Davies 

 



PERCY W A DREW 

Percy was born in 1896 at Crickhowell and by 1901 was living with his 

family at 86 High Street, Blaina. He was educated at Blaina Boys 

School. In 1911 Percy was living with his parents at Mill Street, 

Crickhowell, and working as a Groom at a hotel. By 1915 his family 

were living at Park Terrace, Maesygwartha, and Gilwern. 

His father, William Drew, was a Posting Master at a stables and he 

was born in 1871 in Hereford. His mother, Louisa was born in 1875 at 

Crickhowell and ran a General Dealers shop at 86 High Street in 1901. 

Percy had two sisters, Charlotte born 1899 at Brynmawr and Nellie 

born 1900 also at Brynmawr.   

By 1911 census his father William was working as a roadman for 

Brecon County Council, Louisa his mother was not working and is 

recorded as Charlotte Louisa. Percy now has more siblings with May 

born in 1899 at Brynmawr, Susey born in 1901 at Blaina,   Zeta born 

in 1904 at Blaina, James born in 1908 at Brynmawr  

 



and Gerty born in 1909 at Crickhowell. Nellie age 1 is crossed out and 

one child has died.   

Percy enlisted at Crickhowell and joined the South Wales Borderers, 

1st/ 1st Brecknockshire Battalion with service number 1933 as a 

Private. This Battalion was formed in August 1914 and was part of 

the South Wales Brigade, Welsh Division. The regiment sailed from 

Southampton on 29th October 1914 and arrived in Bombay on 3rd 

December. They were then moved to Aden arriving there on 16th 

December.  In August 1915 they were returned to Bombay to join the 

5th Mhow Division as a garrison battalion. 

Percy died on 21st August 1915 just after returning to Bombay. He is 

commemorated on the Memorial Window at St Elli’s Church and on 

the Kirkee 1914-1918 Memorial, India, Face C.  

Percy is also commemorated on the Health Centre War Memorial, 

Beaufort Street, Crickhowell, and on the Blaina Boys School Roll of  

 

 



Honour, Ebenezer Chapel, Chapel Road, West Side, Blaina.  

The Calcutta Cricket & Football Club had introduced Rugby in 1872 

and the club provided a Challenge Cup for teams in India. The 

Brecknocks XV, containing a number of Welsh rugby club players, 

won the cup in 1917. The same Calcutta Cup provided the trophy 

which is annually awarded to the winners of the England and 

Scotland international match. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ALBERT EDWARD FLOWERS 

Albert was born on 4th April 1895 at Prestwich, Manchester. His 

father John Edwin Flowers was born in 1855 at Maesteg and his 

mother was Margaret Evans born 1854 at Govilon. His father, John 

Edwin had been a mineworker, but he was determined not to go 

underground and worked hard to be educated enough to join the 

Police. He and Margaret moved to Manchester to become a police 

officer with their eldest son William Joseph, who was born in 

Monmouthshire. The couple had six other children in Manchester, 

Emily Maud born in 1879, John Edwin born in 1881, Beatrice born in 

1883 (who died aged 12 in 1895), Tom Gordon born in 1885, Charles 

Henry born in 1890 and Millicent Eva born in 1892. Albert’s mother 

died on 28th April 1895, less than a month after he was born. His 

father married Anna Bendall, reputed to be a cousin, born in Bristol 

in 1852. In 1901 the family were living at 88 Belle Vue Street, South 

Manchester and John Edwin had risen to the rank of Police Inspector.  

 

 



When John Edwin retired, the family moved back to Wales and 

settled in Gilwern. Anna died in 1910 the following year; John Edwin 

married Catherine Ann Williams, born 1873 at Coatbridge, 

Lanarkshire, Scotland. On the 1911 census, the couple were living in 

Dan y Bont Villa, Gilwern, with Albert, who was working as a bread 

baker’s carter in the Gilwern area. The rest of the family, apart from 

William Joseph, who had stayed in Manchester, all moved to Wales 

and lived in the Valleys. John Edwin and Catherine had one daughter, 

Margaret Anne Theodora born 7th December 1911 in Gilwern.  

By the time the Great War started Albert Edward was working at Six 

Bells Colliery as a surface worker. Albert enlisted at Abertillery, 

joining the 11th Battalion of South Wales Borderers, (service number 

33248), also known as the Second Gwent's, as most were recruited 

from the north Gwent area and south Brecknockshire.  This regiment 

was formed at Brecon in December 1914 and was part of the 38th 

Welsh Division as it comprised 13 Welsh & London Welsh regiments 

within three Brigades.   

 



They were moved to France in December 1915 and were set to 

holding the line and undertaking raids on the enemy lines in the 

Neuve Chapelle area.  

They were despatched to the Somme in June 1916 and had a period 

of training on trench warfare before arriving at Mametz. The Battle 

of the Somme started on 1st July 1916 and it was on the 7th that the 

Battalion were ordered to take Mametz Wood. However the enemy 

were well dug in despite a barrage earlier in the day, the 

smokescreen planned before the attack never materialised and many 

of the telephone lines were cut so communications were nigh 

impossible. Within 300 yards the attack came under heavy machine 

gun fire both from ahead and the side and many were killed and 

injured. Sadly, Albert was one of these casualties.  

He died on 7th July 1916 aged 21 and is buried at Flatiron Copse 

cemetery, Mametz, France, close to the battle site. He is shown as 

the son of John & Margaret Flowers. He is also 

commemorated on the Abertillery Central Memorial, 

Somerset Street, Abertillery, and on the Memorial 



Window at St Elli’s Church, Llanelly. His family were living at The 

Common, Gilwern at this time.                                                                                                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Albert Edward Flowers 

   (Photo courtesy of David Owen a descendant relative) 

 



 WALTER JAMES ISAAC 

Walter James Isaac was a grocer’s assistant who was born in 1884 to 

Benjamin Isaac, a canal labourer from Cwmdu, and his wife Mary, 

from Partrishow. In the 1891 census the couple are shown as living at 

“Lower Common”, Gilwern, with seven children, of whom Walter 

was the youngest. His 21-year-old brother Levi was described as a 

quarry labourer, 18-year-old sister Mary was a dressmaker and 16-

year-old brother William worked as a weaver while Walter and his 

sisters Edith and Elizabeth and brother Benjamin were all still of 

school age. All the children are listed as having been born in Cwmdu 

although other records suggest Walter was born in Gilwern. 

By 1901, Walter had moved out of the family home and was living in 

the parish of Eglwysilan, Caerphilly, with his sister Mary and her 

husband Henry Lewis. Henry ran a grocery business at Llanbradach, 

near Caerphilly, and Walter worked as his assistant. It was in 

Caerphilly that Walter later enlisted in the army.  

 



 

In 1915 Walter married 

Lottie M Reed in Bedwellty 

and they had a son, Herbert 

James Isaac, born in 1916. 

The official record of 

Walter’s death shows his 

residence as Aberbargoed. 

The Photo right was 

provided by Amanda 

Williams, a descendant of 

Walter’s sister and shows 

Walter with his wife Lottie and son Herbert James. 

Walter enlisted into the Monmouthshire Regiment but was later 

transferred to the 8th Battalion of the Somerset Light Infantry, service 

number 28840. He died on 5th April 1918, age 34,  during a British 

attack in the Somme area of France.  



 

The assault was part of an effort to counter the final massive German 

offensive of the war, which for a while that spring had threatened 

the prospect of allied defeat. Walter’s unit went into action although 

tanks that were supposed to support them failed to arrive on time. 

The ‘Somersets’ were initially quite successful but then ran into 

devastating fire at a place called Rossignol Wood where they 

suffered a disastrous reverse with many casualties.  

Walter is buried at Gommecourt British Cemetery No.2, at 

Hebuterne, France. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GEORGE JONES 

 George was born in 1893 and his birth was registered at Crickhowell 

as Alfred George Jones. His father, John Jones was a collier/hewer 

born in 1862 at Llanelly, Breconshire.  His mother Rachel was born in 

1860 also at Llanelly, Breconshire. George had four siblings: Sophora 

born 1883 a dressmaker, Thomas H born in 1885 a collier/hewer, 

David John born in 1887 a collier / hewer, and Evan born in 1891, all 

born at Llanelly Hill and living at Gellifellen. 

He enlisted at Brynmawr joining the 1st battalion South Wales 

Borderers on 23rd September 1915 with service number 9793. The 

battalion had been in France since the start of the war and George 

joined them just before the Battle of Loos, probably with many 

others to make up previous casualties. Loos is just south of Lille. 

Initially they were sent to defend Hulluch, near Loos and beat off a 

number of German attacks successfully. Over the cold wet winter of 

1915/16 the Battalion were holding the line gained 

and created by the Battle of Loos.  



 

This was trench warfare at its most aggressive with attacks and 

counterattacks and some fierce fighting in dreadful conditions. They 

then became involved in the Battle of the Somme and its various 

phases, Battle of Albert 1st to 13th July, Bazzentin 14th to 17th July and 

Poziers from 23rd July. The battalion were at Contalmaison, just east 

of Albert, when George was killed on 25th July 1916 aged 23.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GURNOS JOHN JONES 

 John was born in 1892 registered at Bedwellty, Monmouthshire. His 

father, Thomas Jones was born in 1871 at Hereford and worked as a 

General labourer. His mother, Emily was born in 1868 at 

Llanwenarth, Monmouthshire. Gurnos had four siblings: Mary born 

in 1896, Trevor born in 1901, Gomer born in 1903 and Clifford born 

in 1908, all born at Maesygwartha. In 1911 Gurnos was working as a 

Stone Quarry Labourer. 

Gurnos enlisted at Crickhowell joining the 1st/1st Brecknockshire 

Battalion of the South Wales Borderers (C Company) on 3rd July 1915, 

as a Private and with service number 1518. The battalion had been in 

India but were based at Aden since October 1914 where they were 

fighting the Turkish forces in the Yemen. In July 1915 they were 

despatched to support the Sultan of Lahej and had to march a long 

distance in extremely hot weather. They arrived at Lahej exhausted 

and then, with others, had to fight the Turks.  

 



 

They were unable to hold them off and Lahej was evacuated and the 

Battalion then had to march back to base. Many died of heat stroke 

on the march back and from a letter by Private Holland it was 

reported that Gurnos was one of those, dying on the way back from 

Lahej on 4th July 1915,   aged 23.  

He is commemorated on the Heliopolis Memorial (Aden), Egypt. He is 

also commemorated on the Window Memorial at St Elli’s church, 

Llanelly, the Abergavenny & District Memorial at the Town Hall, 

Abergavenny, and the Nevill Hall Hospital Memorial Scroll. 

He was awarded the Victory Medal, the British Medal and the 

1914/15 Star. 

 

 

 

 



HENRY JONES 

Henry Jones was born into a large family in Mount Pleasant, Llanelly 

Hill, around 1897. His father, Evan Jones, and his mother, Mary Ann 

Watkins, both had children from previous marriages as well as the 

seven sons and two daughters born to the two of them. Adding in a 

grandson, born to one of their daughters, the couple raised a total of 

15 children. 

The family had roots in Radnorshire, where ancestors are believed to 

have owned land and farmed, but by the time they were in Llanelly 

Hill they were part of the mining community. Evan is described in the 

1901 census as a coal hewer and so is his 15-year-old son Frank. By 

1911 Evan senior was no longer able to work and sons Evan, Joshua 

and Henry had become the family breadwinners by following their 

father into the pits. Henry was aged 13 and is described as a “collier 

boy (hewer)”. The family at that time consisted of ten members all 

sharing a house with four rooms.  

 

 



 

At some time before joining the army Henry seems to have moved to 

Yorkshire. He enlisted in Halifax and gave an address in Paddock, 

Yorkshire. He initially joined the Durham Light Infantry but was soon 

transferred to the Machine Gun Corps. Henry was one of 153 men 

killed when the ship HT Ivernia was torpedoed and sunk on 1st 

January 1917 off Cape Matapan, Greece, while carrying 

reinforcements for Egypt. Henry is commemorated on the Mikra 

memorial in Greece. 

 

 

 

 

 

Memorial certificate presented to Henry’s family by Llanelly Parish 

 

 

 



 The photos purporting to show soldiers awaiting rescue after the torpedoing 
of the Ivernia – these copies were found in an old book “Covenants With 
Death” in the possession of one of Henry’s family. Identical photos can be 
found in other sources. It is not known whether they are genuine (it was not 
unheard of for war photographers to stage images after the event). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

There were now two more children in the family – Elizabeth Ann 

Jones and Thomas John Jones – making a total of eight people 

sharing a five-room house. As well as the  

 



JAMES JONES 

James Jones was a miner who came originally from northern 

England.  He was the son of Joseph Jones, also a miner, and his wife 

Rachel, who lived for some years at Llanelly Hill. Joseph Jones was 

born in Monkwearmouth, Sunderland, and Rachel was from Braceby, 

Lincolnshire. The family appear to have moved to the area from 

England when James was young but little is known of their life before 

they arrived in Wales. The first definite record is the 1901 census 

which shows the couple living at Gellifellen with their sons William 

(aged nine), James (aged four), Francis (aged two) and daughter Ellen 

Beatrice (aged seven months). William is listed as born in “Durham, 

Unsworth”, and James and Francis are shown as born in Washington, 

County Durham, while Beatrice was born in Llanelly Hill. 

By 1911 the family were living at Miners Row, Llanelly Hill, and James 

together with his older brother William had joined their father 

working in the pits.  

 

 



six surviving children, Rachel had given birth to three who had died 

before reaching adulthood. 

James served in the 1st Battalion of the South Wales Borderers and 

died on 2nd April 1916 aged 19. He is buried at St. Patrick's Cemetery, 

at Loos, in France. Given that the record of his grave lists only his 

mother as a parent it seems she may have been widowed. 

 

 



JOHN WESLEY JONES 

John was born in 1890 at Clydach. His father, also John, was born in 

1863 in Wrexham, North Wales and worked as a Bootmaker and 

dealer. His mother Catherine was born in Nantyglo in 1866 and died 

in Stockport in 1902.   His stepmother Mary was born in 1871 

Northamptonshire. He had 2 brothers, William H was born 1887 in 

Cheltenham, Gloucestershire and James Ernest was born in 1895 at 

Stockport, Cheshire plus a half-brother Wilfred Potter born in 1906 at 

Cheltenham. The family were living in Cheltenham by 1911 at 

Farndon House, Great Norwood Street, Cheltenham. John Wesley 

was a Clerk by 1911. 

John joined the 6th Battalion of the Somerset Light Infantry (also 

known as The Prince Alberts) at Cheltenham, service number 37937. 

He had been in the Royal Army Veterinary Corps before that and his 

service number there was 02337. 

 

 



John was killed on 21st March 1918 aged 27, dying of wounds 

received. He is buried at Ribemont Communal Cemetery Extension, 

Aisne, France.  

He is also recorded on the Memorial Window of St Elli’s Church at 

Llanelly.  

  

 



DAVID WILLIAM LEWIS 

David William Lewis was the son of Elijah and Emily Lewis (nee 

Flight), both of whom had been born and brought up in coalmining 

families in the Brynmawr-Nantyglo area. He was their second child, 

born in Brynmawr, two years into the marriage, in 1897. In 1911 the 

family was living in Station Road, Clydach, by which time they had 

had seven children, two of whom had died. Elijah was a coal miner 

throughout his life. His eldest son, John, began work down the pit at 

the age of fourteen, as did a younger one, George, almost certainly 

David did so too.  

Enlisting at Abergavenny, the latter served initially in the 

Monmouthshire Regiment and then as a private in the 6th Battalion 

of South Wales Borderers,  before being killed in action at the Third 

Battle of the River Aisne, in northern France, in late May 1918. The 

Battalion were a Pioneer Battalion in the 25th Division carrying out 

the construction of tunnels, trenches, communication trenches, etc, 

often under fire. 

 



They were at Vimy and Neuville St Vaast in the spring of 1916 

consolidating craters blown up under the German lines. In 1917 they 

were at Messines again digging communication trenches, laying 

tramways, roads and built a bridge over the River Doure for tanks. In 

1918 they had moved north to support the defence against the 

German offensive at Lys and later Ploegsteert.  David was killed in 

action at the Third Battle of the River Aisne, in northern France, in 

late May 1918. He is commemorated on the Memorial Window of St 

Elli’s Church and on the Soissons Memorial, which lists the names of 

almost four thousand British soldiers with no known grave who were 

killed in the area from May to August 1918 during the German Spring 

Offensive. David was awarded both the Victory Medal and the British 

Medal. 

David thus became the fourth child lost by Elijah and Emily Lewis.  

 

 

 



 

Eighteen months earlier, their fifteen-year-old son George had died 

of terrible head injuries, having been hit by a train while crossing the 

line in the early-morning darkness as he was walking to work at the 

Llanmarch Colliery, above Llanelly Hill. 

 

 

 

 

George Lewis 

 

 

 

 



JOHN LEWIS 

William John Lewis was born into a mining family in Llanelly Hill on 

26th April 1878. The 1881 census shows John, aged 3, living with his 

parents Edward and Margaret Lewis in Waenavon. Also in the house 

were John’s brothers Thomas (aged 17), Joshua (aged 15), James 

(aged 12), and sisters Harriet (aged 11) and Mary (aged 5). Edward 

Lewis was a miner while Thomas worked for a blacksmith and Joshua 

was described as a “horse driver” at a mine. The family had a lodger, 

David Roberts, a miner who was still living with them when the 1891 

census came around. By that time John had a younger brother, Lewis 

Lewis, while his oldest brother Thomas had married and moved out 

of the family home and was living nearby with his wife and son. By 

the 1901 census John had followed his father into the pits and was 

working as a haulier below ground. On 21st April 1903 John married 

Ceinwen Gladys Jenkins. The 1911 census shows the couple living at 

Lower Rank, Pwlldu, Blaenavon, with a son and two daughters.  

 

 



They had also had another child who died in infancy. John’s 

occupation at this time is described as “colliery horse keeper 

underground”. 

John Lewis served in the 1/5th Battalion of the Welsh Regiment.  

He died on 30th November 1915 age 37 and is buried at Pieta military 

cemetery, Malta.  

In November 1915 his unit was fighting on the Gallipoli front, having 

landed at Suvla Bay on 9 August 1915. It seems likely that he was 

injured in combat and was being transported by hospital ship at the 

time of his death, as Pieta contains the graves of many casualties 

who died in transit. 



 

 

John Lewis 



RICHARD LLOYD 

William Richard Lloyd was an agricultural labourer who became a 

shoeing smith for the Royal Artillery. He was the son of John and 

Margaret Lloyd, who lived near Gilwern. The 1891 census shows the 

couple residing at Penyrheol Keeper’s House, Maesygwartha, with 

four-year-old Richard and his younger sister Mary. John Lloyd’s 

occupation is given as “shepherd” and he appears to have been born 

in Llanbadarn Fynydd, Radnorshire. Richard Lloyd and his mother are 

both recorded as having been born in Nantyglo, although on a later 

census Richard’s birthplace was given as Cwmdu.  

By 1911, Richard had moved out of the family home and was living 

and working at Pant Farm, Llanellen, which is the address he gave 

when he joined the army. His occupation on the census is given as 

“farm servant” while on his army papers he is described as a “farm 

labourer”. The farm was owned by elderly widower William Jones 

and appears to have been run by his two daughters Emily and  

Pollie Jones.   

 



Richard Lloyd signed up for the army in December 1915 in 

Abergavenny and went into the Royal Garrison Artillery (RGA), the 

branch of the artillery responsible for the heaviest guns. His papers 

record that he was aged 29, he stood five feet seven and a half 

inches tall and weighed 152 pounds.  In September 1916 he was 

posted to the 24th Heavy Battery. At the end of April 1917 he 

qualified as a shoeing smith and in November of that year he was 

transferred to the Royal Horse and Royal Field Artillery. In August 

1918 he was moved back to the RGA and continued to serve until the 

armistice. Shortly after fighting stopped he was sent on leave and he 

died at home at Penyrheol, Llanelly, on 26th November 1918, at the 

age of 32. His army papers show he was a victim of the devastating 

influenza pandemic which swept the world at that time, almost 

certainly contracting the disease while at war. He is buried at Llanelly 

Churchyard. 

 

 



 

A military document dated May 1919 shows Richard had two 

younger brothers who also served in the army but who survived. He 

also had another brother, who was too young to serve, and three 

sisters. His mother was a widow as his father was listed as deceased.  

 



ALBERT EDWARD MAKIN 

Albert Edward Makin was born in Leeds on 16th February 1898 the 

son of William Henry Makin, a stonemason and, Sarah Jane Makin 

(nee Morgan) who was from Bristol. As a child Albert lived in 

Gloucester, where his sister Elizabeth Ann was born and later in 

Chepstow where his sister Phoebe May was born. Albert's father 

died in November 1904 in Halifax, Yorkshire.  

In 1905 the family were living in Hay, Breconshire where Albert 

attended Hay National School. It was here, in June 1905 that his 

widowed mother Sarah married George Thomas Osborne a 

shoemaker. Later that year the family moved to Abergavenny and 

Albert was enrolled in Hereford Road Boys School. His half-brother 

Henry George Osborne was born in Abergavenny in 1906.  

In the summer of 1910 Albert's mother married for a third time to a 

widower Francis Clayton, a limestone quarryman from Clydach. 

Following her marriage, Sarah and her younger  

 



children moved to Clydach, initially to the Cambrian Inn and later to 

Back Road while Albert stayed in Abergavenny, living with his 

mother's aunt, Sarah Thornbury (nee White).  The 1911 census 

shows them as living at Wilsons Yard, Mill Street, Abergavenny.  

However, Albert left school in May 1911, the records showing he had 

' Left Town’.  It was probably at this stage that he joined the rest of 

the family in Clydach.  

In August 1916 Albert and five friends were charged at Crickhowell 

Police Court with riding bicycles without lights and fined 1s and 

costs. The Brecon County Times referred to them as 'all of Clydach, 

colliers'.  

Albert joined the army in late 1916 or early 1917 enlisting in Brecon 

with the South Wales Borderers, service number 3/28934. He was 

initially with the 3rd Battalion before joining the 8th Battalion, which 

was fighting in Salonika, Greece, against Bulgaria, one of Germany’s 

allies.  

 



 

Whilst there he was injured and died 'of wounds 'on 7th May 1918, 

aged 20. At the time of his death he was attached to the 67th 

Machine Gun Company.  

Albert was buried in the British Military Cemetery at Karasouli and is 

commemorated on the Gilwern War Memorial and the Memorial 

Window of St Elli's Church, Llanelly.  

As part of the “Blood Swept Lands and Seas of Red” project his name 

was one of the 180 war dead read out in the moat of the Tower of 

London on the evening of 24th August 2014.  

A tree has also been dedicated to his memory in the Wales 

Centenary Wood which will stand on 120 acres of rolling grassland at 

Coed Ffos Las, Carmarthenshire. 

 



GEORGE HENRY MATTHEWS 

George Henry was born in Brynmawr, but is registered in Llanelly 

Parish, Crickhowell in the January quarter of 1890.  He was a son of 

John and Elizabeth Matthews, and was one of eleven children born in 

Abertillery, Pontnewydd and Brynmawr, as their father moved round 

for work.  

In 1891 Elizabeth and the six oldest children were living in Cemetery 

Road, Brynmawr and John was away at the time of the census. By 

1901 the couple were living in Grange Road, Pontnewydd with eight 

of their children and John was working in the iron works.  

In 1911 Elizabeth was a widow, still living in Pontnewydd with her 

ten unmarried children including George who was a colliery worker, 

aged 16 at this time. 

George enlisted in the 3rd Battalion Monmouthshire regiment 

(territorial force) service number 1483, in Sirhowy, as a resident of 

Tredegar, but giving his birthplace as Llanelly, 

 



Crickhowell 

He was killed in action on 9th April 1915 having served in France and 

Flanders and is mentioned on the Menin Gate panel 50.  

He is also commemorated on the Abergavenny Town Hall Memorial, 

the Central Memorial Bedwellty Park, Tredegar, Nevill Hall Hospital 

Memorial Scroll, King George’s Field Gates Memorial, Govilon and 

Christchurch Govilon and in the publication “With Rifle and Pick”. 

. 

 



HENRY MORGAN 

Henry Morgan was the son of Philip and Emily Morgan (nee Jones), 

both of whom were from labouring families in the Clydach area. Born 

in 1894, he was the third of twelve children, two of whom died in 

infancy. In 1901, when Henry was seven years old, the family was 

living in Tankars Row, Clydach, with his father working as an engine 

driver, ‘a crusher of stones’ in a quarry.  

Ten years later, he himself was now a coal miner (‘a hewer’) and still 

living in the same family home. In 1913, aged nineteen, he married 

Hilda Brinkworth, the daughter of a furniture worker, from Forest 

Green in Gloucestershire, who appears to have been scarcely sixteen 

at the time of marriage; within six months the couple had a baby 

daughter (Maisie). 

Henry Morgan evidently volunteered for the army early in the war, 

enlisting in Hereford and joining the King’s Shropshire Light Infantry.  

 

 



Within months of active service, he had lost his life, in the major 

British offensive of the autumn of 1915 centering on the Battle of 

Loos in Flanders.  

A local newspaper report, in January 1917, which listed and 

commended forty-five former pupils of Clydach Council School who 

had joined the armed forces, remarked thus:  

‘One [Henry Morgan], we regret to say, has paid the highest sacrifice 

for his King and Country, having been killed in action . . . It is intended 

to place the roll of honour in the school, together with photographs 

of the “old boys” who have gone forth to defend the Homeland, as a 

permanent memento of their voluntary sacrifice in the nation’s at a 

critical time’.  

He is commemorated on the Memorial Window of St Elli’s Church 

and in the La Brique Military Cemetery, No. 2, Belgium. 

 

 

 



As everywhere, the family at home, and especially the women, had 

to cope with the grief and the daily realities of home life. While 

Henry’s young wife faced a future as a single parent, within little 

more than a year his mother too was left widowed. 

 



TREVOR GEORGE NASH 

Trevor was born at Blaenavon in early 1897 and was working as a 

Railway Clerk for the London & North Western Railway, based in the 

Managers office at Abergavenny. He was living at 110 St Helens Road 

Abergavenny in 1911, with his parents, having previously lived at 

Blaenavon and later they moved to Pine Grove, Maesygwartha. 

Trevor’s father Henry also worked for the L & NW Railway as a 

signalman having been born at Haywood, Herefordshire in 1870. His 

mother Juliett Emily Duck was born in Abergavenny in 1870. 

Trevor joined the Royal Engineers at Bordon on 16th February 1916, 

service number 229838 and allocated to the Railway Operating 

Division as a Sapper.  

He was initially moved to the Army Reserve and was mobilised in 

mid-January 1917 working as Shunter in England. In early February   

1917 he was sent to hospital at Frensham Hill, Farnham in Surrey 

suffering from a severe cough and then diagnosed as  

 



having tuberculous of the lung.  

He died on 22nd February, just 12 days later, age 19. 

Trevor is buried at Clehonger Churchyard in Herefordshire and the 

picture and text below show these and his parent’s grave. Clehonger 

Parish covered the parish of Haywood where Henry Nash, Trevor’s 

father, was born. 

He is commemorated on the Abergavenny & District Memorial at the 

Town Hall, Abergavenny; the Nevill Hall Hospital Memorial Scroll; the 

Hereford Road Boys School Memorial, Bailey Court, Old Hereford 

Road; The Holy Trinity Church Memorial, Trinity Square, 

Abergavenny and the Memorial Plaque at St Elli’s Church, Llanelly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Trevor George Nash’s Memorial at All Saints Church,  

Clehonger, Herefordshire. 

  



 

CWGC memorial 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

229838 Sapper T. G. NASH 

Royal Engineers 

22cnd February 1917, Age 19 

 

  



 

Grave memorial 

Trevor George Nash  Sapper R.Q.D.  R.E. 
Of the L & NWR Managers Office 

Abergavenny 
Only son of Henry & Juliett Nash 

Died at Frensham Hill Military Hospital, Farnham 
February 22cnd 1917 in his 20th Year. 

Dutiful and loving son Faithful and true 
He gave his life For King & Country 

In the Great War 1914 – 1918 
Thy will be done 

 

Grave Memorial for Mother and Father 

 

Juliett Emily Nash 
The faithful and true wife of 
Henry Nash of Abergavenny 

entered into rest 
March 26th 1919 Age 44 

Also of Henry Nash 
who was in the service of 

L.N.W.Rlwy 
44 years 

Died January 10th 1938 age 68 

 



WILLIAM H PHILLIPS 

William Haydn Phillips ('Willie') was the son of William and Clara 

Phillips (nee Williams), both of whom were born and brought up in 

the Llanelly Hill area. Like so many young men who lost their lives in 

the First World War, his name appears in just two of the decennial 

censuses. In 1901, he was four years old and living with his parents, 

sister and a young servant in Heath Bush, Llanelly Hill; his father's 

occupation being recorded as 'grocer/worker’. The 1911 census tells 

us much more about every family and here we learn that William 

senior was an assistant grocer with the Co-operative Society. Willie 

was now fourteen and still at school. For the first time, this census 

also asked for the length of the marriage and how many children had 

been born to it, including the number still alive. This revealed the 

appalling child mortality rate in Edwardian Britain.  

In 1911, Willie was the eldest surviving child of eight, three of whom 

had died. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

William Phillips 

 

 

 

 



 

Only the bare facts of Willie Phillips' military record are available. 

Enlisting in Newport, he served initially with the South Wales 

Borderers before transferring to the King's (Liverpool) Regiment, 2nd 

Garrison Battalion, with service number 81015.  He was killed in 

action on 27th February 1917, at Salonika (Thessalonika today) on the 

Macedonian Front in Greece, where British forces were fighting 

against the Bulgarians. (Germany had three allies in the First World 

War: Austria-Hungary, the Ottoman Turkish Empire and Bulgaria.)  

He was buried in Salonika (Lembet Road) Military Cemetery and is 

one of the eighteen names commemorated on the Memorial 

Window of St Elli's Church, Llanelly.  

 



THOMAS EDWARD GORDON 

PICKERING 

Thomas, generally known as Gordon was born in 1891 at Auckland 

House, Gilwern, taking the Gordon from his mother’s maiden name. 

His father was Alfred Truscott Pickering, born 1862 in London. His 

mother was Edith Winifred Pierce born 1870 in Auckland, New 

Zealand. Gordon had four siblings, John Henry born 1894, Robert 

Hope born 1896, Patty Elizabeth Minnie born 1902 and William 

Truscott born 1905. In 1891 he was living with his mother and 

Pickering grandparents at Auckland House. By 1901 he was at 

Weston Super Mare again with his mother and grandparents. In 

1911, aged 20, he was back at Auckland House with parents and 

siblings and shown as a Trooper in the Rhodesian Cavalry. 

Gordon’s maternal grandfather was Doctor Thomas Pierce and had 

qualified as a Surgeon. He emigrated to New Zealand in 1858 and 

returned to Gilwern in 1870 with his wife due to her 

 



inheritance.  He then rented Auckland House and used  

this as both home and a surgery and subsequently retired to Weston 

Super Mare. Gordon’s father, who worked at his uncle’s Ironworks in 

the Cardiff area, took over the tenancy of Auckland House when Dr 

Thomas Pierce retired. It is believed that Auckland House was in the 

ownership of the Davies family at this time.  

The Rhodesian Cavalry became part of the South African Mounted 

Police during the early part of the war. Many of these were assigned 

to the Defence Force for active duty. Gordon died at Capetown, 

South Africa, on 1st November 1918 of pneumonia, aged 28. It was 

reported in the Abergavenny Chronicle on 22nd November 1918. For 

some reason the probate was not completed and registered until 

30th August 1962. Gordon’s Will passed his effects and estate to his 

brother, John Henry Pickering, a retired Marine Engineer. 

Gordon’s death is commemorated on the Memorial Window at St 

Elli’s Church.  

 



THOMAS ARTHUR POWELL 

Thomas Powell illustrates the difficulties often encountered in 

piecing together someone's life at a distance of more than a century. 

His name appears in two censuses. In 1901 he was four years old and 

living with his maternal grandmother and members of her family at 

'Upper House Farm', Gilwern, his birthplace being recorded simply as 

'Monmouthshire'. Ten years later, aged fourteen, he was at the same 

address (now under its Welsh name, "Tyucha'), the farm having 

passed to his uncle.  

He scarcely seems to have lived with his parents at all. His mother's 

family were from farming stock on the Breconshire-Radnorshire 

border, near Builth Wells and, sometime during the 1880s, they 

moved to the Nantyglo area where they continued to farm. In 1894 

his mother, Sarah (Hughes) married Thomas Powell; both seem to 

have been about seventeen years old. Their son, Thomas Arthur 

Powell, was born in 1896, but Thomas, senior, died within two years.  

 

 



 

In 1901, Sarah was living with her elder sister and family in a 

Nantyglo pub, but she remarried shortly after, to Philip Evans, a coal 

miner. In 1911 they were living in Merthyr Tydfil and later moved to 

Llanbradach. In an article published in the Abergavenny Chronicle on 

5th January 1917, the headmaster of Gilwern Council School, Alfred 

Perrott, listed the names of sixty old boys who were serving in the 

armed forces (including two who had died by this date). 'Tom Powell' 

was recorded as currently in England with the 'Welsh Horse'; he later 

transferred to the 7th Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent 

Regiment), service number G/24807 and was killed in action on the 

Western Front in August 1917. War records show that he enlisted at 

Adpar, near Newcastle Emlyn, and this was also given as his 

residence. Promoted to the rank of lance-corporal, he is 

commemorated on the Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial, Belgium, and 

on the Memorial Window of St Elli's Church, Llanelly. 

 



WILLIAM HENRY PRICE 

William Henry Price was the eldest child of Benjamin and Emma Price 

(nee Lewis).  His father was a coal miner from Clydach and his 

mother from Abergavenny. William Henry was born in Clydach in 

1885 and the family was living in Blaina by the time of the 1891 

census.  They were to be found at the same address in the next two 

censuses. In 1911, Benjamin was 26 years old, working as a coal 

miner (hewer), single and still living with his parents, who had had six 

children, two of whom had died.  

Few details are available on his military career. Enlisting in Newport, 

he served as a gunner in the Royal Horse Artillery and the Royal Field 

Artillery. He was killed in action on the Western Front on 3rd July 

1917 and was buried in the Coxyde Military Cemetery, De Panne, 

West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. His name appears on the Memorial 

Plaque in St Elli's Church, Llanelly. 

 

 

 



JAMES SUTHERLAND 

James Sutherland was the second son of Thomas and Mary 

Margretta Sutherland (nee Lewis), the former a Scot, the latter a 

native of Brynmawr. Born in Pontypool in 1896, he was brought up in 

Bailey Street, Brynmawr, though his military service record states his 

residence as Gilwern at the time of death and he is commemorated 

on the Memorial Window of St Elli's Church, Llanelly. 

Aged four in the 1901 census, his father was recorded as a 'beer 

agent'. Ten years later, aged 14, James himself was working as a 

'wholesale warehouse assistant' while his father was now a 

'travelling draper'. The 1911 census also reveals that eight children 

had been born to the marriage, three of whom had died. 

Information on James Sutherland's military career is sparse. Enlisting 

in Brynmawr, he served in the 8th Battalion, Welsh Regiment, service 

number 35325 and died, age 20, in July 1917, fighting in the Middle 

East theatre of war, in Mesopotamia (modem Iraq).  

 



Here, British forces - comprising mostly Imperial troops - had 

recently captured Baghdad from the Ottoman Turks, allies to the 

German and Austro Hungarian forces  and were moving towards 

conquest of the remainder of the country.  

His grave lies in the Baghdad (North Gate) Cemetery, Iraq. 

 

 

 

 



ARTHUR EMRYS THOMAS 

Arthur Emrys Thomas was the youngest child of Thomas and Mary 

Thomas (nee Evans).   Born in Cwmtillery in 1894, when his mother 

was 46 years old, he was one of a large family - his eldest brother 

being 26 years older than he was. Arthur’s whereabouts in the 1901 

census are inconclusive - most likely he and his widowed father (a 

coal miner) and a brother were living in the Forest of Dean - but 

certainly in 1911 he was back in south-east Wales, residing in 

Blackrock, Clydach, with his eldest brother and family; he was now 

seventeen years old and working as a coal miner (hewer). 

Arthur Thomas was a volunteer for armed service, enlisting in 

Brynmawr in October 1915 and joining the Royal Army Medical Corps 

attached to the 1st/6th Essex Regiment, service number 71984. He 

died seventeen months later, on 29th March 1917, age 22, of wounds 

incurred while fighting as part of the Egyptian Expeditionary Force 

which had successfully defended the Suez Canal from the invading 

Turks and was now driving them back into Palestine.  

 



Arthur was buried in Deir El Belah War Cemetery, Gaza Strip, 

Palestine, and is commemorated on the Memorial Plaque, St Elli’s 

Church, Llanelly and on the Brynmawr War Memorial. 

The majority of personal war service records of those who died in the 

First World War have been destroyed or damaged, but one for 

Arthur Thomas has survived.  This gives basic information such as his 

height, weight and medical history on enlistment but, most 

poignantly, it lists the personal effects sent back to his brother Philip 

(living at Waterfall Cottage, Gilwern) who was notified of his death 

two weeks after the event. These include a rosary; letters, postcards 

and Christmas cards received from home; a diary, reading glasses 

and a pencil case; a pocket wallet and cigarette case; photographs 

(presumably of family or maybe a girlfriend); and a letter addressed 

to next of kin. The family also received Arthur’s British War and 

Victory Medals in 1921. 

 



EDWARD THOMAS WATKINS 

Edward was born in Llanelly parish and enlisted at Brynmawr into the 

1st Battalion, South Wales Borderers (1st SWB). His service number 

was 26225 with the rank of Private. To date we have not been able 

to identify his family and his age is not recorded as part of the 

records found to date.  

The 1st SWB had been involved in the war since August 1914 when it 

landed in France with the British Expeditionary Force. It was 

therefore involved in many of the most infamous battles receiving 

many battle honours but also many losses. By 1917 the Germans had 

retired to the Hindenberg Line and the 1st Division to which the 1st 

SWB were part of, were deployed to road making. In April 1917 they 

were transferred to the Flanders coast in preparation for the 3rd 

Ypres offensive. This involved being in seclusion at the camp at Le 

Clipon (also known as ‘Hush Hush’ camp around which many 

rumours circulated).  

 

 



It was part of a plan to make an amphibious landing on the Belgian 

coast. The Germans had launched a spoiling attack in July 1917 that 

delayed the British Operation and much of the low lying areas of 

Flanders had been flooded. The Operation was eventually cancelled 

in October 1017.  

Later in 1917 the 1st SWB were part of the closing stages of the 3rd 

battle of Ypres (also known as the Battle of Passchendaele) and 

movement was very difficult due to mud foiling the attack and the 

problems became one of reaching the Germans rather than 

defeating them. The attack of 10th November was along the 

Goudberg Spur, one of several spurs on this higher ridged area north 

of the village of Passchendaele and it was here that Edward lost his 

life. Edward died on 10th November 1917 and is commemorated on 

the Tyne Cot Memorial at Zonnebeke, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. He 

is also commemorated on the Brynmawr Central Memorial, Market 

Square, Brynmawr.  

 



 

He was awarded the Victory Medal and the British Medal.  

As he was not awarded the 1914-15 Star he would not have served 

abroad until after December 1915. It is not clear however when he 

did go to France and Belgium.  

 



WILLIAM JOHN WATKINS 

William John Watkins was born in Llanelly Hill in 1895. His father, 

Thomas Watkins was a coal miner. The 1911 census records him as 

sixteen years old and working as a coal miner (hewer).  He was still 

living in the same community with his recently widowed father (a 

'haulage engine driver above ground'), his elder sister (described as 

'housekeeper'), another sister and two young brothers. (Two other 

siblings had died.) 

He volunteered for armed service in November 1915, enlisting in 

Brynmawr, and served in the 1st Battalion, South Wales Borderers, 

service number 26244.  

He died on 20th November 1917, age 22, of wounds incurred during 

the Battle of Passchendaele (otherwise known as 'the Third Battle of 

Ypres') in Belgium and is buried in Wimereux Communal Cemetery, 

Pas de Calais, France.  

 

 



He is commemorated in several locations: on the Memorial Window 

of St Elli's Church, on the Llanelly Hill War Memorial, on the Roll of 

Honour in the Mount Zion Methodist Church, Llanelly Hill, and on the 

Brynmawr War Memorial. 

 



DAVID WILLIAM WHITBY 

David William Whitby was born in 1889, the eldest child of coal 

miner Frederick Whitby and wife Elizabeth. The 1891 census shows 

one-year-old David and his parents living together in a house at 

Gellifellen with Frederick’s mother, also named Elizabeth Whitby, 

and Frederick’s grandfather, Henry Harris. Frederick and his mother 

and grandfather are all listed as having been born at Walford, near 

Ross-on-Wye. By the 1901 census the family had grown and David, 

now aged 11, had three sisters, Elizabeth Ann (aged nine), Maud 

(aged seven) and Maggie May (aged five). Although the family 

seemed to be living in approximately the same location as ten years 

previously it is possible they had moved away and back again 

because Maud and Maggie are both listed as having been born in 

Aberdare. By 1911 David had followed his father into the pits and 

was described in the census that year as a “haulier below ground”.  

 

 

 



He was living with his parents and five siblings at Cwm Nantgarn, 

Llanelly Hill, where they shared a house that had six rooms. David 

now had a younger brother, Frederick Charles, and a seven-month-

old sister, Bronwen. 

In 1913 David W Whitby married Blodwen Jones, the daughter of a 

railway platelayer from Aberbaiden. The couple appear to have had a 

son named David J Whitby who was born sometime in April, May or 

June 1915. The lives of father and son overlapped by only a few 

months as David William Whitby went to France on 17th August 1915 

with the 1st Battalion of the Welsh Guards and died in Flanders at the 

beginning of October 1915 (some listings give his date of death as 

the 1st and some the 2nd).  

He is buried at the Douai Communal Cemetery, Nord, France. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Pte David William Whitby 



ALBERT JAMES WHITE 

Albert, born in Gilwern In 1896, was the eldest son of William and 

Harriet White of Maesygwartha, Gilwern. William was a Somerset 

man, born in Rowberrow, in the Mendip Hills lead mining area, who 

had married Harriet Powell of Gilwern in 1892. She was the daughter 

of a quarryman William Powell and his wife Jane who lived at Twyn y 

Wenallt on Gilwern Hill.  

Five year old Albert, his parents, younger brother and three sisters 

were living in 1901 at Forge Cottage, Maesygwartha. William was a 

‘coalminer/hewer’, so probably would have climbed daily the steep 

hill behind Clydach to the area about Llanmarch, where there were a 

number of small mines along the outcrop. The 1911 census revealed 

that Albert, now 15, had become a coalminer like his father (who 

was now a widower), Harriet having died in 1908, leaving him to 

bring up six children, the eldest, Lilian, being only 15. Albert enlisted 

as a private in the 3rd battalion (Reserve) of the Monmouthshire 

Regiment in Abergavenny on 17th September 1914. 

 



His enlistment papers indicate that the family had moved to 

‘Bethlehem Cottage, Gilwern’. This is the caretaker’s cottage 

attached to the Chapel of that name on the old tramroad linking 

Nantyglo Ironworks with the canal at Gilwern, a short distance 

beyond the hamlet of Maesygwartha. It is possible that William had 

become the caretaker of the Chapel, which might have been a part 

time job. Albert, in the Monmouthshire Regiment reserve, was not 

‘Posted to Duty’ until September 1916.  In March 1917 his unit set off 

to France, embarking at Southampton for Rouen on the 13th to join 

the regiment’s 1st Battalion at the front. A little under a year later he 

was taken to a clearing station in the field with appendicitis and died 

from gangrenous appendicitis on 28th February 1918. He is buried at 

the Choques Military Cemetery four km north west of Bethune in the 

Pas de Calais, France.  



EDWIN WILTSHIRE 

Edwin Wiltshire was the younger brother of William John Wiltshire 

and was born in 1896. His father died when he was aged 10 and his 

mother remarried to an Edward Ticehurst.  On the 1901 census he 

was living with his mother and stepfather at Waenavon. On the 1911 

census he was living at Llanmarch, Llanelly Hill.  

Edwin enlisted at Abergavenny into the 3rd Battalion of the 

Monmouthshire Regiment, service number 290705 as a Private.  

He served in France and Flanders but was killed in action 12th April 

1918. At this time he was in the 2nd Battalion of the Monmouthshire 

Regiment and shown as the son of Mrs E Ticehurst. He is 

commemorated on the Ploegsteert Memorial, Comines-Warneton, 

Hainaut, Belgium - memorial reference - Panel 10.  

He is also commemorated on the Nantyglo and Blaina Central 

Memorial, Surgery Road, Blaina, in the publication ‘With Rifle and 

Pick’ and also commemorated on the St. Anne’s Church  

  



 

Memorial, Nantyglo.  He was awarded the Victory and British 

Medals. 
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LLANELLY PARISH 
 

SERVICEMEN  OF  WORLD WAR 1 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The following list and biographies of those Servicemen of World War 1 have been 

prepared by a number of individuals from the Gilwern U3A Family History Group. 

This follows a previous exercise to develop biographies of those who served and 

died as part of a project known as ‘Behind the Stones’ co-ordinated through 

Crickhowell Archive Centre. The objective has been to bring to life those names on 

memorials and other sources of those who served or died for our Country, who came 

from Llanelly Parish. It is a timely reminder of the enormous debt we owe them. At 

the time of WW1 the current Llanelly Parish was part of the Crickhowell Rural District 

area and the list here is just part of the overall list for the Crickhowell area.  These 

are available for viewing by visiting the centre during opening hours. A book of all the 

biographies for those who served and died from the Crickhowell area was published 

in late 2016 and copies are still available from Crickhowell Archive Centre; email 

archive@visitcrickhowell.co.uk 

 

For those who served and came home the names have been identified from 

newspaper reports, local knowledge and from those who have responded to 

requests for information, as well as from other sources but are still  incomplete.  The 

biographies are based on research of records currently available but it is recognised 

that there may be more information which could be added. We have been able to 

track down relatives of a few of those recorded but hope that by publishing these 

biographies others will be identified and additional information can be added. We 

have not been able to find information on some of those Servicemen but we will 

continue the exercise after the current Commemoration. For each biography a file of 

all the information collected has been created and these files are kept with the U3A 

members who have carried out the research.  

 
If anyone has a connection or has more information, particularly photographs please 

contact either Dave Harris; email davidecho2@aol.com , Pat Hillman; email 

kandp@gilwern.wanadoo.co.uk  or Crickhowell Archives; email 

archive@visitcrickhowell.co.uk 
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Thanks for the research, support and preparation of the 

biographies go to: 

 

Hilary Lipscombe, David Harris, Patricia Hillman, Hilary Hazel Stockham, 

Grahame Nelmes  and Linda Swanson who guides the Gilwern U3A 

Family History Group  without whom this project would not have been 

possible. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

AT THE GOING DOWN OF THE SUN  
AND IN THE MORNING  

WE SHALL REMEMBER THEM  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SERVICEMEN FROM LLANELLY PARISH 
 

1. ABSALOM, Arthur 

2. ABSALOM, David 

3. ABSALOM, Walter 

4. BAKER, Gabriel Thomas 

5. BEALE, Ernest, John 

6. BESANT, Baden Powell M D 

7. BESANT, George Henry 

8. BEYNON, Wilfred 

9. CARR, Charles Richard 

10. CHALLENGER, Edgar Augustus 

11. CLARE, John Frederick 

12. CLARK, George Henry 

13. CLEMENTS, George Bingle M 

14. DAVIES, Alfred 

15. DOBBS, John 

16. DOBSON, Edgar R 

17. EDMUNDS, Lewis Morris 

18. EDMUNDS, Thomas Charles 

19. EDWARDS, Albert Charles 

20. EDWARDS, Arthur 

21. EDWARDS, George Ansley 

22. EDWARDS, John 

23. ELLIOT William George T 

24. EVANS, Arthur Charles 

25. EVANS, Charles Godfrey 

26. EYNON, Joseph Benjamin 

27. FORCE, Edwin 

28. FORCE, William Francis 

29. FRANCIS, Harold James 

30. GERMAN, John Claude 

31. GOODDEN, Victor Augustus 

32. HAINES, William Henry 

33. HARRISON, John William 

34. JOHNATHAN, Raymond James 

35. JOHNATHAN, William Reginal 

36. JONES, Albert 

37. JONES, Ernest 

38. JONES, John Thomas 

39. JONES, Llewellyn 

40. JORDAN, Eli Henry 

41. JORDAN, Thomas Andrew 

42. LANE, Cecil Henry 

43. LEWIS, Herbert 

44. LEWIS, Thomas 

45. LEWIS, William Henry 

46. LLOYD, William John 

47. LUCAS, Thomas Henry 

48. MEREDITH, Walter John 

 



ARTHUR ABSALOM 

Arthur Absalom was born in late 1892 in Pwlldu, son of William and 

Elizabeth, brother of Walter. 

Arthur was baptised in Llanwenarth Ultra on 19th November 1892 

and admitted to Llanwenarth Infant School on 8th April 1896 and left 

on 13th October 1903. As with David he lived in Pwlldu with his 

parents until joining the 2nd Monmouthshire regiment in 1914.  

Arthur was invalided home suffering from fever and re-joined his 

unit later. He was seriously wounded in France and spent some time 

in hospital there.  

He died in February 1924 at the age of 31 and was buried in 

Llanwenarth Ultra on 29th February.  

 



DAVID ABSALOM 

David Absalom was born on the 24th December 1894 in Pwlldu, the 

son of William and Elizabeth and brother of Walter and Arthur.  

He was baptised in Llanwenarth Ultra on 28th August 1895 and 

admitted to Pwlldu Infant School on 11th January 1898 and left on 

20th December 1907. In 1901 the family lived in Tunnel House, 

Pwlldu although by 1911 they had moved to 24/25 Lower Row, 

Pwlldu. He joined the 3rd Monmouthshire Regiment on 30th 

November 1915, attached to the Signalling section of the Royal 

Engineers.  David served in France and it was reported locally that 

whilst home on leave in April 1918 a concert was held for him at the 

Lamb Inn. He was discharged on 8th March 1919. 

On his return to this country he married Hannah Evans in 1919 and 

this was registered in Abergavenny. They had three children, William 

born 1920, Kenneth 1921-1956 and Gwenllian 1923-2003. In 1939 

David, Hannah and Kenneth were living in Blaenavon. David died in 

March 1980 in Pontypool.  



WALTER ABSALOM 
Walter Absalom was born on 19th October 1886 and was baptised at 

Llanwenarth Ultra on 22nd December 1887. He was admitted to 

Pwlldu Infants School on 16th December 1889. In both the 1891 and 

1901 censuses he was living in Tunnel House, Pwlldu with his parents 

William and Elizabeth and several siblings. In 1906 he went to 

Canada with two brothers George and William. He must have 

returned home shortly afterwards, as he enlisted on 21st June 1915, 

giving his address as 25 Long Row, Pwlldu, Blaenavon, his age 28 

years 5 months, his occupation was Coal Miner and next of kin, his 

mother, Elizabeth. His service was to be of “limited engagement” and 

he joined the Royal Army Medical Corps with service number 60499. 

He left Southampton for Le Havre on 18th September 1915 to join the 

78th Field Ambulance.  

In 1917 he was awarded the Military Medal following his actions on 

8th/9th May. He was acting as a stretcher bearer through the night 

whilst under fire, collecting wounded and carrying them 

 



to the dressing station.  

In 1918 he was transferred to the South Wales Borderers service 

number 48315 and served in Salonica. After the war, he returned to 

Canada, arriving in Nova Scotia on 8th November 1919 and then on 

into the USA to Sweet Grass, Montana on 4th February 1921. He died 

on 24th February 1924 in Pueblo, Colorado.  

 

 

 

                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GABRIEL THOMAS BAKER  

Gabriel Thomas Baker was born on 5th April 1892 at Nantyglo and by 

1911 he was working as a Coalminer. His father was James Baker, a 

mason’s labourer, who was born at Epsom in Surrey in 1850 and his 

mother was Mary Baker born in Nantyglo in 1857. Gabriel started 

Clydach School on 5th April 1891 whilst living at Ynys y Garth. 

Gabriel joined the South Wales Borderers on 15th July 1912, service 

number 10844. On 26th September 1913 he was sent to China and 

returned in January 1915. He was then part of the Mediterranean 

Expeditionary Force from 17th March 1915 to 20th August 1915. He 

received a shrapnel wound in July 1915 whilst in the Mediterranean 

which may have been the reason he returned to the UK in August 

1915. In June 1916 he was part of the Indian Expeditionary Force 

returning in October 1918.  

Finally he was discharged on 14th September 1919 with a 30% 

disablement pension of 12 shillings a week to an  



 

address in Brynmawr, 6 Beaufort Square. It was shortly after that he 

married Ethel Davies.  

His parents address at the time was Sunnybank, Clydach. He received 

the 1914-15 Star, the British and Victory Medals as well as the Silver 

War Badge. Gabriel died in a mining accident at Garn Drift on 22nd 

October 1926. It is understood that his widow remarried and stayed 

in Brynmawr until her death in 1986.  

In July 1955 his widow, Ethel Baker, wrote seeking a copy of his 

discharge papers and received in reply a letter that would provide 

that detail, but could not have a copy of discharge papers as he had 

died. Ethel explained she was partially blind at that time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ERNEST JOHN (JACK) 

BEALE 

Ernest John (Jack) Beale was born in Beverston, near Tetbury in 

Gloucestershire, in 1895. His mother abandoned him into the care of 

her parents. The 1911 census shows him living with his grandparents 

in Painswick and working in a local mill making pins. In 1904, 

Painswick produced more pins (hairpins, dress-making pins and 

hooks & eyes etc) than any other place in the world. Using automatic 

machinery, some 300 workers produced millions of pins from miles 

of wire. Sometime after the 1911 census, he moved to Gilwern and 

lodged at Glaslyn Farm. Whilst there, he met an Irish woman, Lena, 

who was living at the Corn Exchange public house. They married on 

the 26th February 1916. His occupation on the marriage certificate 

was 'boiler maker's helper' possibly at Ebbw Vale steelworks. 

Three days later, on the 29th February, he signed his attestation 

papers and became a private, service number 41443, in 

the 22nd battalion of the Cheshire Regiment. In May, he 



was called up and went to Brecon for training and eventually sailed 

to France on the 15th December 1916. Six months later, he was 

transferred to 64th Company, Labour Corps.  

At the time he was sailing for France, his wife, Lena, was working as a 

maid for Lady Tulloch of Glaslyn Court. At the thought of being left 

on her own, she stole some articles from Lady Tulloch with the 

intention of selling them to raise enough money to go back to her 

native Ireland. This story appeared in the Abergavenny Chronicle on 

the 29th December 1916. Lena was caught and brought before the 

Police Court at Crickhowell where she admitted the offence and was 

fined £3 and bound over for a year.  

At the end of the war, the Labour Companies became the Pioneer 

Corps. In a record of the movement of the 64th Labour Company 

they were put to work all along the Western Front. Most of their 

tasks involved building and maintaining the extensive network of 

railways that were supplying the front line soldiers. There is no 

record of Jack ever having leave from his unit and he wasn't 

discharged until September of 1919 from St. Jean in Belgium 



when Jack returned home to resume marital life with Lena.  

The Abergavenny Chronicle of 27th December 1918 published a roll 

of Honour for the town from a house to house survey of all the 

streets. They recorded nearly 1400 names from a population of 

9000. Jack is duly recorded at 22 Park Street, L/cpl E. J. Beale, Labour 

company, overseas. 

He went back to work in the steel works but a huge slump in demand 

after the war made him look for alternative employment with 

Abergavenny Town Council.  

The 1939 register shows that he had ARP (Air Raid Precautions) 

responsibilities. Jack stayed with the Town Council up until his 

premature death in 1952, aged just 56. 

  



ERNEST JOHN (JACK) BEALE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BADEN POWELL MORGAN 

DANIEL BESANT 

Baden was born on 3rd May 1900 at Beaufort. He was the brother of 

George Henry Besant, born in 1895. His parents were Frank, born in 

1865 in Somerset and Hannah born in 1876 in Beaufort. Baden, his 

father and brother George all worked as coal hewers. Baden had six 

other siblings but only four of these were at home in 1911, they were 

- Jane Ann born in 1897, Thomas Clifford born in 1903, William John 

born in 1905 and Albert born in 1910; all were born in Beaufort 

except Albert who was born at Nantyglo.  

Baden’s military service was with the Royal Flying Corps (RFC) 

commencing on 28th January 1918 and then with the Royal Air Force 

(RAF) on 1st April 1918 when it was formed from the joining of the 

RFC and the RNAS, Royal Naval Air Service. His service numbers were 

36TS with the RFC and then 123040 with the RAF.  

He was discharged from the RAF on 15 January 1919.  



 

Baden Powell Morgan Daniel Besant 

On the 1939 Register Baden and his family were living at Minyrafon, 

Nantylgo and he was married to Belinda Hardwick in Q2 of 1924, she 

was born 11th September 1903. They had three children. He died at 

St James Hospital, Tredegar on 24th December 1961.  



GEORGE HENRY BESANT 

George Henry Besant was born on the 7th May 1895 in Brynmawr. His 

parents were Frank Besant and Hannah Williams. Frank was born in 

Nailsea, Somerset and Hannah in Beaufort.  He had four brothers 

Clifford, Baden, John, Albert and one sister Jane Ann. Before he 

enlisted in 1915 he worked as a miner. He married Edith Hughes 

(born in Ludlow in 1902) in January 1920. They had four children, 

three sons, George, Leslie and Edward and a daughter Edith Maud.   

George enlisted with the 1/1st South Wales Borderers as a private  

service number 1929. He then transferred to the Machine Gun Corps 

service number 114122 and served in India and remained in Bombay 

until he was discharged in 1918.  

He received the British, Victory and 1915 Star medals.  

He went back to work in the mines after the war and on the 1939 

Register he is listed as a carpenter living in Boot Row, Nantyglo close 

to his mother and his brother William John.  



George died on 25th May 1968.  

 

 

George Henry Besant 

 

 

 

 



WILFRED BEYNON 

Wilfred Beynon was born in Gilwern in 1896. His father, Frederick, 

was born in 1859 in Brynmawr and his mother Elizabeth was born 

1866 in Gilwern. In 1901 and 1911 the family were living in 

Woodbine Terrace, Gilwern. Wilfred's father was a butcher and they 

also had a younger daughter Violet. Wilfred was an apprentice joiner 

in 1911 and joined the South Wales Borderers, service number 15538 

as a private and was a special reservist. He was awarded the Victory 

medal.  

There is a probable marriage to Elizabeth J Page in Q3 of 1922 in 

Swansea and Wilfred appears on the electoral rolls in Swansea in 

1921 and 1922 living at 1 Victoria Terrace. His father died in 1923 

and left some £260 to his wife.  

There is no record of Wilfred or Elizabeth on the 1939 Register and 

no deaths recorded so they may have emigrated.  

 



 

His sister Violet married Bertie Moody in September 1922 and had 

two children. She is shown on the 1939 register living at Woodbine 

Terrace but not Bertie. It appears she may have married again as her 

surname is also recorded as Saunders on the 1939 register.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CHARLES RICHARD CARR 

Charles Richard Carr was born on 23rd January 1893 in Llanelly parish, 

son of Richard Carr, a railway wagon examiner, and his wife Harriet 

both of whom were from Shropshire. In 1901 he lived at Shop 

Newydd, Govilon with his father Richard, mother Harriet, brother 

George and two sisters, Emma and Elsie. School records show that he 

left Gilwern School on 6th September 1903. The 1911 census finds 

him living at Box Cottage, Railway Side, Gilwern and working in the 

Blaenavon Ironworks. 

He married Priscilla Preece on 2nd September 1914 and this was 

registered in Crickhowell; they had six children. 

In the 1939 Register he was living in Rising Sun Cottages with his wife 

Priscilla and son Charles Emrys and his occupation was colliery 

worker.  

He died in 1959 and this was also registered in Crickhowell. 

 

 



EDGAR AUGUSTUS 

CHALLENGER 

Edgar Augustus Challenger was born in Blackrock, Clydach on 16th 

April 1892.  On the 1901 census he lived with his mother Jane, his 

brother George and John Pritchard his step-brother. He joined as a 

Private in South Wales Borderers service number 21816 Edgar served 

for 3 years, and was listed as wounded on 21st May 1915. He had a 

gunshot wound to his scalp and a flesh wound. He had 19 days of 

treatment after being taken to Charing Cross Hospital and was on the 

Hospital Ship, SS Brighton at C Depot.  He was discharged on 17th 

November 1917. He was in B Company of the 10th Service Battalion 

(1st Gwent) and had fought at the Battle of Somme. He was entitled 

to wear the “Wounded Stripe”.  

He married Clare Sullivan in Newport in 1924.  In the 1939 register he 

was living in Raglan Street, Newport working as a general labourer.  

He died in 1947 in Newport. 



 

SS BRIGHTON 

SS Brighton was built for the London, Brighton and South Coast 

Railway and was used on their Newhaven - Dieppe route.  

In 1914, Brighton was requisitioned by the Royal Navy for use as a 

troopship but was later used as a hospital ship.  On 19th December 

1914, she rescued the survivors of the naval trawler HMT Orianda, 

which had been sunk by a mine in the North Sea off Scarborough, 

Yorkshire. Brighton brought the American President Woodrow 

Wilson back to Dover after the signing of the Treaty of Versailles. SS 

Brighton was returned to her owners in 1920. 
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JOHN FREDERICK CLARE 

John Frederick Clare was born on 4th March 1886 in Liverpool and 

was baptised on 2nd May at St Peter's Church. 

 He was the son of John Frederick and Emma Clare who were both 

from Wales. In 1891 John and his parents were living in Barry, then in 

1901 and 1911 they were in Cwm Nant Garn with additional siblings. 

John and his father were working as miners. 

In 1915 he married Elizabeth Cross.  

He served with the Brecknock Volunteer Brigade from 1907 until 

1911, service number 5059. 

In the 1939 Register he is listed as living with his wife in Miner’s 

Cottage, Llanelly Hill. 

A possible death was registered in Bristol in 1942. 

 

 

 

 



GEORGE HENRY CLARK 

George Henry Clark was born in Llanelly Parish on 20th January 1884. 

He was the son of Henry and Sarah, who were both born locally. In 

1901 the family had a market garden in Maesygwartha.  

In 1908 he married Ida Jane Howe and in 1911 they were living with 

the Howe family in Pontypool with their adopted son William George 

McCabe, who was just 10 months old. George was working on the 

railway. George served in the Brecknocks, (part of the South Wales 

Borderers) as a Private, service number 16568 and served in France 

from 5th September 1915. He was awarded the Victory, British and 

1915 Star medals. He is shown as being Class Z on 2nd May 1919 

which we believe is the reserves. In 1939 the family lived at Station 

House, Varteg, Pontypool with Ida and their two sons Gordon and 

Albert, plus their adopted son and his wife. There are two other 

children indicated on the 1939 Register but their records are 

currently locked. George died in spring 1952 in Pontypool. 

 



GEORGE HENRY CLARK 

George Henry Clark was born in Llanelly Parish on 20th January 1884. 

He was the son of Henry and Sarah, who were both born locally. In 

1901 the family had a market garden in Maesygwartha.  

In 1908 he married Ida Jane Howe and in 1911 they were living with 

the Howe family in Pontypool with their adopted son William George 

McCabe, who was just 10 months old. George was working on the 

railway. George served in the Brecknocks, (part of the South Wales 

Borderers) as a Private, service number 16568 and served in France 

from 5th September 1915. He was awarded the Victory, British and 

1915 Star medals. He is shown as being Class Z on 2nd May 1919 

which we believe is the reserves. In 1939 the family lived at Station 

House, Varteg, Pontypool with Ida and their two sons Gordon and 

Albert, plus their adopted son and his wife. There are two other 

children indicated on the 1939 Register but their records are 

currently locked. George died in spring 1952 in Pontypool. 

 



ALFRED DAVIES 

Alfred Davies, enlisted as a Private in the Machine Gun Corps on 

4th May 1918. He was discharged on 7th December 1918. 

Alfred is honoured on the Monmouthshire Roll of Honour as well 

as the Wesleyan Sunday School Roll of Honour and Memorial, 

Mount Zion Methodist Church, Llanelly Hill.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



JOHN DOBBS 

John Dobbs was born in early 1888 in Llanelly Parish son of Joseph 

and Catherine Ann. In the 1901 Census he is living in Beaufort with 

his parents. By 1911 John was living in Sirhowy, Tredegar with his 

uncle and aunt and working as a coal hewer. 

John served with the South Wales Borderers Reg No 15454, the 

Northumberland Fusiliers service number 205773 and the 

Worcestershire Regiment service number 75085 in the Balkans – 

Gallipoli & the Dardanelles.   

He was awarded the Victory Medal, the British Medal and the 1915 

Star having entered the Balkans on 25th May 1915. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



EDGAR R DOBSON 

Edgar was born on 7th January 1893.  The 1901 Census shows that he 

was living with his parents in Wildon Works, Govilon. He was still 

living there in the 1911 census.  

He enlisted on 13th February 1915 with the Monmouthshire 

Regiment, service number 2266 as a private.  

He received the Victory, British and 1915 Star medals.   

He married Catherine Jones in 1918. On the 1939 register he was 

living in Old Trap Road, Gilwern and was a General Government 

Labourer.  

Edgar died in December 1959 and the death was registered in 

Crickhowell. 

 

 

 

 

 



LEWIS MORRIS EDMUNDS 

Lewis Morris Edmunds was born in 1898 at Station Road, Gilwern. 

His parents were Lewis and Harriet.  

His father was a Farmer and he was a Coal Cutter. He had two sisters, 

Annie and Agnes Milly, and two brothers Thomas John and Charles.  

He married Ethel Davies in 1924.   

Lewis served with the Royal Welsh Fusiliers, service number 8880 

and received the British War Medal and Victory Medal. 

On the 1939 Register he is shown as living in Gilwern with his wife 

Ethel.  He died on 22nd March 1962. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THOMAS CHARLES 

EDMUNDS 

Thomas Charles Edmunds was a brother to Lewis Morris and was 

born in 1900 and lived at Station Road, Gilwern with his parents 

Lewis and Harriet.  

His father Lewis was a farmer and he was a Coal Cutter. He had two 

sisters, Annie and Agnes Milly, and two brothers Thomas John and 

Lewis Morris.  

The 1911 Census show the family still living in Gilwern at an 

unspecified address. 

Charles served with the South Lancashire Regiment and the South 

Wales Borderers 13th battalion, service number 21963.  

 

 

 

 

 



ALBERT CHARLES 

EDWARDS 

Albert Charles (Bert) Edwards was born in Waunllwyd, Ebbw Vale in 

1893, the son of Edward and Mary Ann, both born in Radnorshire. 

On the 1911 Census the family were living in Maesygwartha and 

Albert was registered as a mason. His father Edward was a builder 

and his two older siblings living with them were Frederick, working in 

the lime kilns, and Fanny who was a dressmaker. Two others had left 

home. Albert joined the South Wales Borderers, Royal Engineers in 

1912 and was a driver with the Royal Field Artillery. He was in 

trouble on 27th May 1912 for being absent until 9.30 pm the 

following day and was sentenced to 7 days CB (confined to barracks). 

He seems to have purchased a discharge for £3 on 1st June 1912, the 

money having been sent by a cousin, David Owen. He signed up 

again at the start of the war. He served in France, service number 

300043, from 17th August 1914 until 31st July 1916, his occupation 

listed as collier.  He was awarded the 1914 star.  



 

His discharge papers give his address as 12 Vale View, Tredegar and 

he married Kate Lewis on 3rd December 1915.  

The 1939 Register shows that he and Kate were living in a house 

called Ashtead in Argoed, where he was still working below ground 

and was also part of the Argoed Ambulance Service as a driver. 

His death was registered in Crickhowell in December 1969. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ARTHUR EDWARDS 

Arthur Edwards was born in Clydach in 1887 the son of George and 

Elizabeth. He appears on the 1891 Census in Maesygwartha with this 

parents and three older siblings, Arthur, William and Elizabeth.  

By 1901 the family had moved to Quarry House in Blackrock and only 

William and Elizabeth were still in the family home.  

Arthur married Martha Willis in 1907 and this was registered in 

Crickhowell.  

In 1911 the couple were living in Blackrock with two children 

Elizabeth Jane aged 3 and Arthur aged 4.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GEORGE ANSLEY 

EDWARDS 

George Ansley Edwards was born 17th March 1896 in Glangrwyney. 

His parents were John and Millicent Edwards. He had two brothers 

and a sister.  He married Mary E Watkins in 1921 and they had two 

daughters Phyllis M born in 1924 and Irene E born in 1935.   

His military record for him shows that he enlisted with the Royal 

Welsh Fusiliers, service number 34635 and also with the London 

Welsh 18th Battalion, 13th division.  

The 1939 Register lists George as a Beaterman in the paper mill and 

living at 2 Forge Row, Glangrwyney.   

His death is recorded in 1984 in Blaenau Gwent, as at this time the 

village was still part of that District Council. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

George Ansley Edwards 

 

 

 



JOHN EDWARDS 

John Edwards was born in Skenfrith in 1869 to parents William and 

Rachel Edwards. John had four brothers and two sisters.  He married 

Millicent Griffiths in 1892 and they had four children - David George 

Griffiths, George Ansley, William Gordon and Amy Kathleen.  He 

worked as a Paper Maker and lived in Glangrwyney.    

On the 1939 Register he was living at Lower Mill and worked as a 

Dairy Farmer.   

His service record shows he enlisted in 1908, age 39, with the South 

Wales Borderers, Battalion 3rd/1st and 1st/1st Breconshire, service 

number 163, where he became a Sergeant.  His service record went 

from 4th April 1908 to 9th July 1917.   

The 1/1st Breconshire Battalion embarked for India from 

Southampton 29th October 1914 and arrived at Bombay 3rd 

December 1914.  They then sailed for Aden arriving 16th December 

1914. In August 1915 they were deployed back to India 



and remained in Bombay for the rest of the war. 

John received the British and Victory Medals and also the Silver War 

Badge, number 377650. He re-enlisted in 1917 with the South Wales 

Borderers when he was 48 years.  John died in 1947.  

 

John Edwards in Mhow, India with his Unit and sitting 

 

 



WILLIAM GEORGE THOMAS  

ELLIOT 

William was born on 6th August 1892 in Dukestown, Tredegar. The 

1901 census lists him living in Bridgend Row, Dukestown with his 

father William, mother Sarah and sisters Susannah, Lily Florence and 

his brother Percy Ivor. On the 1911 census he was lodging at 6 Upper 

New Rank, Blaenavon working as a labourer in the Ironworks. He was 

also a quarryman for Clydach Lime & Stone Company, living at the 

Tilla, Gilwern. He was 17 years and 7 months old in 1910 when he 

enlisted in the reserve Territorial Brecknocks also known as New 

Army. His service number was 1163 and he signed up for four years. 

His service number for the South Wales Borderers was 12012.   

He married Winifred Lewis in the December Quarter of 1911.    On 

the 1939 Register he was shown as living in Valley View, Castle Road, 

Gilwern, with his wife Winifred and daughter Megan and working as 

a Roadman for Breconshire County Council.  He died in 1945. 

 

 



ARTHUR CHARLES EVANS 

Arthur Charles Evans was born in Hereford on 30th April 1896 to 

parents Arthur and Charlotte Evans. On the 1901 census the family 

lived at Gellifellen, Llanelly Hill. Charles transferred from 

Darrenfellen to Clydach school on the 7th September 1907 and left 

school on 2nd May 1910 at age 14. There were two brothers George 

and Ernest and four sisters, Mary Ellen, Gladys May, Lily and Evelyn. 

Ernest married Elsie Hughes and lived on the Tyla, Gilwern, Lily 

married Idris Hardwicke and lived in Nantyglo and Evelyn married 

Len Venning a Canadian Pilot and after the war moved to Canada. 

Mary worked as a servant to a local business before moving to 

London where she went into the Female Auxiliary Nursing Yeomanry 

(FANY).   

Charles’ father Arthur died in the September quarter of 1908.  

Charlotte, his mother remarried in 1910 to Henry Morgan and the on 

the 1911 census lived in Ynys-y-Garth, Clydach.   



 

There were many stepchildren on both sides and they were all 

named as Morgans. Charlotte and Henry had a daughter Mabel in 

1910.   

Charles went into the South Wales Borderers and served in France. 

On the 1939 Register he was living in Upper Arial Street, Abertillery 

and working as a Coal Haulier. Charles did not marry.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CHARLES GODFREY EVANS 

Charles Godfrey Evans was born on 15th June 1887 in Llanelly parish. 

In 1891 he was living in Llangattock Lingoed with his parents Joseph 

and Hannah (Ann) and siblings Albert, Rosehannah and Phillip, 

possibly a twin brother. By 1901 the family were living in Gelli Felen, 

where his elderly father was a game keeper. Charles was a coal 

hewer and it appears his older siblings were no longer living at home, 

but a younger brother Albert is shown. On the 1911 census he is 

living with his widowed mother Ann, at Tyruen Farm, Gilwern and 

she has a grandson Albert.  

Charles appears on the 1939 register as a Milk Vendor, unmarried 

and living near Pen-yr-heol, Gilwern.  

By 1975 he had moved to Box Cottage, Coed Morgan. Probate 

records give this as his residence at time of death on 25th June. 

 

 

 



JOSEPH BENJAMIN EYNON 

Joseph was born in 1898 at Llanelly Hill. His father Benjamin was 

born in 1874 at Llanelly Hill and worked as a coal miner. His mother 

Ann was born in 1875 also at Llanelly Hill. Joseph had three brothers 

and sisters William T, born 1900, Corena L, born 1901 and G W born 

1905 all at Llanelly Hill. 

Joseph enlisted into the Welsh Guards on 16th April 1918, service 

number 4482 and served in France from November 1918 to January 

1919. He was discharged on 31st January 1919.  

He is commemorated on the Wesleyan School Roll of Honour & 

Memorial at the Mount Zion Methodist Church, Llanelly Hill.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



EDWIN FORCE 

Edwin Force was born on 17th August 1894 in Llanelly Parish the son 

of Francis and Elizabeth and brother of William Francis, born 1885, 

together with a further six siblings. By 1911 he was working as a 

Collier’s Assistant. 

Edwin joined the Monmouthshire Regiment, service numbers 3225, 

15724, 267622 and was awarded the Victory and British Medals.   

He married Charlotte Maud Hewett daughter of Elizabeth Walker 

and the late Kennedy Hawke Hewett locally in 1920.  

In 1939 he was working in a colliery in Yorkshire and his wife was 

Charlotte M Force.  

Edwin's death was registered in the Don Valley in June 1960. 

 

 

 

 

 



WILLIAM FRANCIS FORCE 

William Francis Force was born in 1885 in Llanelly Parish, the son of 

Francis born in 1860 at Kington, Herefordshire and Elizabeth, born 

1860 in Devonshire. He was a brother to Edwin born in 1894 

together with a further 6 siblings. In 1901 William was working as a 

grocer's assistant. In 1904, at the age of 19, he joined the Welsh 

Regiment with service number 8419 and was transferred to the Army 

Reserve in 1907. In 1911 both he and Edwin were working 

underground as labourer and assistant. The family home was in Vine 

Tree Cottage, Maesygwartha. At the outbreak of war, William Francis 

joined the South Wales Borderers with service number 8426 but was 

discharged in 1916 as medically unfit, following an injury sustained 

when falling off his bicycle as a despatch rider. His fibula was broken 

and he suffered paralysis of some muscles in the leg as a result of his 

injury. He was also diagnosed with the thyroid condition goitre. He 

married Jessie Unwin in Birkenhead in 1916 .William died in 

Birkenhead in 1933, age 48. 



HAROLD JAMES FRANCIS 

Harold James Francis was born 3rd December 1896 in Hednesford, 

Staffs.  On the 1901 census the family were living at Glyn Terrace, 

Tredegar. His father, Henry John, was born in Nuneaton, 

Warwickshire and his mother Alice was born in Cardigan.  The 

children, Cyril, Harold and Tom were all born in Staffordshire. The 

daughters were Lillian, who was born in Tredegar, Drusilla born in 

Abertillery and Doris was born in Clydach in 1908. Harold entered 

Clydach School on 5th May 1905 being transferred from Abertillery 

British School. He left on 21st January 1907.  The 1911 census lists 

Alice, his mother, a widow and working as a tailoress. Cyril and 

Harold were coal workers.   

There are two possible records for military service. The first is Harold 

James Francis who was in the Training Reserve in 1918, TR5/183112. 

20th, 115th Battalion, residence place Glamorganshire, birth place 

Hednesford, Staffordshire.  The second found  a Harold James Francis 

age 22 in 1918 in the Machine Gun Corps, service 

 



number 186711. 1st Reserve Battalion. Glamorganshire. Birth place 

Hednesford, Staffs.      

He married Alice Rebecca Parry in Cannock in 1925. The couple were 

living in Rock Cottage on the 1939 Register and Harold was a quarry 

worker. 

Harold died on 23rd May 1964 and probate was granted to his widow. 

His address at this time was given as Dinas View, Clydach. 

 

 



JOHN CLAUDE GERMAN 

John Claude German was born at Sydenham Place, School Lane, Gilwern on 

15th March 1893 and baptised in Llanelly Church on 16th April 1893. His father 

John was born in Llangenny and his mother Sarah Jane was born in Gilwern. He 

had three brothers William H, Charles Godfrey, and Frederick Dendy and a 

sister Ella Elizabeth. His father John worked in a paper mill as a paper maker, 

possibly the one at Glangrwyney. Frederick and John Claude worked as House 

Painters. Sister Ella was a dressmaker, brother William worked as an Outfitter’s 

Assistant and Charles a Grocer’s Assistant. The family still lived in Sydenham 

Place, School Lane in both the 1901 and 1911 censuses.                 

His service record gives his enlistment date as 19th June 1917 aged 24 years. 

His service number was 31901 with the Royal Tank Corps as a Private. John also 

served with the 21st Cheshire Yeoman’s and the Fife and Forfar Yeoman’s. He 

was discharged on 23rd May 1919 at Canterbury and was awarded a pension of 

8s 3d for 35 weeks, this was a final payment.   The 1939 Register lists him as 

living with his sister Ella still in School Lane and working as a painter and 

decorator; he doesn’t appear to have married.  

He died on 15th March 1948 and is buried in Llanelly Church. 



VICTOR AUGUSTUS GOODDEN 

Victor Augustus Goodden was born in Gilwern on 10th October 1890. 

He is listed on the 1911 census as living in Southend on Sea and 

working as a bank clerk.  

He joined the Army Service Corps as a reservist in 1916, his service 

number is 215356 and he worked as a driver. His service records 

show his father Edwin as next of kin, living at Belmont, Gilwern. 

Victor was demobilised on 2nd July 1919.  

In September 1922 he married Edith A Llewellyn, and the marriage 

was registered in Crickhowell.  

On the 1939 Register they are living in Rhymney and he is running a 

butcher's shop.  

He died in 1973 and his death was registered in Bedwellty.  

 



WILLIAM HENRY HAINES 

William Henry Haines was born on 30th December 1893.   His parents 

were Robert, born in Llanthewy, Monmouthshire in 1858 and mother 

Kezia born in Llanover in 1861. They had married in Newport in 1886 

and as well as William there was a daughter Florence.  William is 

listed on the school register admissions on 23rd August 1897 for 

Clydach School. On the 1901 census they were all living at Turnpike 

Road, Clydach, William’s father was employed as a Coal Miner.   

On the 1911 census they were living at Spring Cottage, Clydach.  

William was working as a Grocer’s Assistant and Florence was a 

Teaching Assistant.   

His father Robert was now an Insurance Agent. He married Ellen 

Passey in Abergavenny 1919.  

There is a possible record for him in the South Wales Borderers, 3rd 

Battalion, service number 62878 enlisting on 6th December 1915 and 

discharged on 3rd May 1919.  



JOHN WILLIAM HARRISON 

John William Harrison was born in 1892 and is listed on the 1901 

census as living with his mother Sarah and two sisters Annie Ella and 

Elizabeth F at 4 School Lane, Gilwern.  

John served in France with the Royal Engineers as a Sergeant, service 

number 11488. 

 



RAYMOND JAMES JOHNATHAN 

Raymond was born on 8th February 1889 in Gilwern. On the 1901 and 

1911 censuses he is living with his family at Aberbaiden Farm and in 

1911 he is working as a butcher's clerk.  

He joined the 2nd Monmouthshire Regiment on 11th December 1915. 

He went to France, landing in Le Havre on 16th October 1916. He was 

admitted to a field hospital in December 1916 and returned to his 

unit after two weeks and did a driving course. On 12th December 

1917 he was home and married Frances Boaden. He was demobilised 

on 8th March 1919 giving his address as Bailey, Gilwern.  

Raymond and Frances had a daughter Nora born on the 4th July 1920, 

who was listed as living with them in 1939 Register in Penyfal, 

Abergavenny.   

Raymond died in hospital in Abergavenny on 11th July 1945.  



WILLIAM REGINALD JOHNATHAN  

William Reginald was born on 24th January 1878 in Gilwern and is 

listed on the 1881 census with his parents. In the 1901 census he was 

a boarder in Blaenavon and was working as a butcher. No clear 

military records have been traced to date. William is listed on the 

1939 Register living at 128 St Owens Street, Hereford with his 

brother Albert. Both men are butchers, Albert is a widower and 

William a single man. In 1942, at the age of 64, William marries 

Beatrice Wheatstone. William died at Hereford General Hospital on 

20th July 1955. His address was 11 Castle Street Hereford and his 

widow Beatrice was named in the probate records. 

 

 

 



ALBERT JONES 

Albert Jones was born in Shobdon, Herefordshire in 1895. His 

parents were Richard born in Kingsland, Herefordshire and Ruth 

born in Redmarley, Worcestershire.  Albert had one sister Edith, 

and three brothers, William, Charlie and Andrew.   

They lived in Herefordshire until about 1908 but were living in 

Gilwern in 1909 when Andrew was born.  On the 1911 census 

they were living at New Found Cottage, Crickhowell Road, 

Gilwern.    

Albert’s military records shows him serving with the Royal 

Engineers service number WR/178541, 20th Light Railway 

Company.  

He is believed to have served in India with the South Wales 

Borderers. 

 

 



ERNEST JONES 

Ernest Jones was born 18
th 

June 1898 in Trelewis. On the 1901 census 

the family were living at 3 Railway Street, Trelewis. His parents, 

Thomas and Mary Jane were both born in Llanfabon. Thomas worked 

as a pitman in a colliery. His siblings were Kate born in 1887, Frank 

born in 1888, Florrie born in 1891 and Bertha born in 1896. On the 

1920 Glamorgan Electoral Register it shows Ernest living at 31 The 

Park.  

In 1923 he married Margaret Olwen Rees and they lived at 13 High 

Street, Trelewis.  

They had one daughter Doreen, born on the 1
st May 1924 who is 

currently living in Gilwern. Ernest’s daughter said her father served 

with the Cavalry as a horseman and went to Salonika.  

 

 



 

 

Ernest Jones 

Ernest died in late 1959 and this was registered in Crickhowell. 



JOHN THOMAS JONES 

John Thomas Jones was born on 18th April 1890 in Clydach to parents 

John M Jones and Jane Jones.  His father was born in Clydach and 

worked as a tailor and his mother Jane was born in Shrewsbury.   In 

1891 the family were living in Maesygwartha.  John had two sisters, 

Mary J and Elizabeth and a brother George.  School records show 

that John entered Clydach School on 6th November 1894 and left on 

4th May 1909 aged 14 years - the school leaving age at that time. The 

1911 census lists them living near the church where John senior was 

a Sexton. John Thomas worked as a fitter and his brother George was 

a groom.   

The military records found for John Thomas Jones, born in Llanelly, 

Breconshire, show that at the age of 22, in 1914, he was with the 7th 

Battalion of the Royal Welsh Fusiliers service number 922. A second 

record for a John Jones age 27 in 1919 is with Royal Welsh Fusiliers 

service number 55292. 



LLEWELLYN JONES 

Llewellyn Jones was one of six sons born to Thomas and Catherine 

Jones. They were William J born in 1894, Thomas born in 1895, 

Llewellyn born in 1899, Emlyn born in 1901, Isaac Rhydderch born in 

1903 and Myrddyn Hadley born in 1907.  They were all born and 

lived in Waenllapria, Llanelly Hill.  

Thomas senior, William James and Thomas junior, worked as Coal 

Hewers.  According to Clydach School Records and newspaper 

cuttings he started school on 29th August 1896 and lived at Tankars 

Row. 

Llewellyn’s military records indicate that he enlisted in 1916, at age 

18, in the 6th Labour Battalion with service number 6823.   

 



ELI HENRY JORDAN 

Eli Henry Jordan was born in Brynmawr on 2nd March 1891 son of 

William and Emma.  His brother Thomas Andrews Jordan was born in 

1886 in Blackrock. In 1891 the family lived in Chapel Street, 

Brynmawr and their father was registered as an Inn Keeper. In the 

1901 Census they had moved to Blackrock. Two older brothers were 

working as miners and their father was now a clerk in the coal mine. 

By 1911 Eli was living in Blaenavon and was working a standing 

engine. In 1919 he married Frances Downey and they appear to have 

lived locally until his death in 1932.  

His granddaughter confirms that Eli served with the Duke of 

Beaufort’s son during the war and the Duke gifted him the cottage 

they lived in at Blackrock, known as Taryn-a-Dinon.  

He died aged 47 from the effects of being gassed during the war.  

 



THOMAS ANDREW JORDAN 

Thomas Andrews Jordan was born in 1886 in Blackrock the son of 

William and Emma. In 1891the family lived in Chapel Street, 

Brynmawr and their father was registered as an Inn Keeper.  In 1901 

they had moved to Blackrock. Two older brothers were working as 

miners and their father was a clerk in the coal mine.  

In 1911 the family were living in Rose Cottage, Clydach and Thomas 

was working as an electrician in the mines. He had been one of eight 

children, two of whom had died. His brother Albert Edward was the 

only other one at home then.  Thomas emigrated to Canada and 

married Annie Gould in Toronto on 10th February 1928.  

 



 CECIL HENRY LANE 

Cecil Henry Lane was born on 23rd June 1889 in Gloucestershire. In 

1891 he was living with his parents, Frederick and Elizabeth, and two 

older sisters in Wootton St Mary, Gloucestershire. By 1911 he was a 

member of the South Wales Borderers serving in South Africa, 

service number 10300. His enlistment records for WW1 gives an 

address in Gloucester and his employment as a collier. Although his 

service record was not unblemished, he did get promoted to Lance 

Corporal. He served in China in 1914. His mother wrote to the 

Admiralty asking for information as she hadn't heard from him for 

some time. He later went to France and was awarded the Military 

Medal and invalided out with a gunshot wound to chest.  

Cecil married Margaret Ann Williams in Brecon Register Office on 

April 24th 1917 and acknowledged her son Andrew Lane Williams as 

his child. Sadly, Andrew died in 1918 aged 15 months from measles 

and meningitis.  

 



 

Following his hospitalisation Cecil's wife's address was given as Blaen 

Gelli, Llanelly Hill. In April 1919 he was still a patient in Rosslyn Lodge 

Auxiliary Hospital in Hampstead. Later that year, he was transferred 

to his mother's house in Gloucester. He later went to live with his 

brothers in Treorchy.  

On the 1939 Register he was living in North Wales doing forestry 

work. His wife’s record on the Register is currently closed, but two 

sons aged 13 and 18 were with him at this time. Records seem to 

indicate that he lived until 1964 and died in Yeovil. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HERBERT LEWIS 

Herbert Lewis was born on 17th September 1885 in Gilwern. His 

parents Edward and Emma Lewis were born in Newtown, Mid Wales.  

Herbert had four brothers Edward, Thomas, Henry and Arthur and 

two sisters Elizabeth and Jane. The 1901 Census shows him living in 

Hagley Park, Lugwardine, Herefordshire, working as an apprentice 

carpenter. Herbert married Edith Elvira Prosser in 1909 who was 

from Nantyglo. They had eight children, Lillian May born 19th July 

1909, Herbert  Edward born 24th September 1910, William George 

born 1st November 1911,  Henry Andrew born 13th February 1913,  

Edith Ruby and Violet Doris both born 2nd February 1914, Enid Maud 

born 7th September 1916 and Thomas Charles born 1920.     

On the 1911 census Herbert was living in the Carpenter’s Shop, Main 

Road, Gilwern.  On the 1939 Register he was still living in the 

Carpenter’s Shop in Gilwern.  

 

 



His occupation is listed as a carpenter and undertaker. His wife and 

two sons William and Henry were living with him.  

He served with the Royal Air Force, service number 286710. His great 

granddaughter confirms that he served some of his time in Russia.  

The attestation date on his record was 20th August 1918.  

The Royal Air Force was inaugurated on 1st April 1918 by joining the 

Royal Flying Corps (RFC) and the Royal Naval Air Service (RNAS) 

together. The RFC had been formed in 1912 and the RNAS in July 

1914.  

 



THOMAS LEWIS (TWYN 

WENALLT) 

Thomas Lewis, affectionately known as Tom the GI was born in 1883 

on the Tyla at Twyn Wenallt. Sadly, his mother must have died when 

he was quite young as his father is shown on the 1891 census as 

widower. The 1901 census shows him living with his father Thomas, 

two brothers Alfred and George and three sisters Mary, Sarah and 

Rose. He worked as a coal hewer. 

Thomas served with the Monmouthshire Regiment from 31st May 

1915 to 2nd September 1917, service number 226683, 1st Battalion in 

France but in 1917 was no longer physically fit for war service. 

He was awarded the Victory, British and Silver War Badge. 

 

 

 

 



WILLIAM HENRY LEWIS 

William was born on the 19th July 1891 at Waunllapria, the son of 

William Lewis and Mary Jane Roberts. They later moved to Gilwern 

where William attended Gilwern School from 1897 and left in 1901 

when the family returned to live near Cardiff.  Whilst living in Gilwern 

William attended the Hope Baptist Sunday School where he received 

Prize books in 1898, 1899 and again in 1904 as William had return to 

Gilwern after leaving school in 1903.  William worked as a Coal Miner 

and Woodcutter as well as playing rugby for his local team near 

Cardiff. 

When the war came William joined the Royal Engineers and served 

in Egypt and Palestine and during his service also played rugby for 

the regiment. William was wounded with a gunshot to his upper arm 

and also suffered from Malaria during his service.  

He returned home after the war and went on to be Head Woodsman 

at Castell Coch, near Cardiff, in the employment of the 

4th Marquess of Bute.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PNR William Henry Lewis 

 

 

 



WILLIAM JOHN LLOYD 

William John Lloyd was born in 1888. His parents were Thomas and 

Amelia Lloyd. Thomas was born in Radnorshire and Amelia (Laihffe) 

in Chatham. In the 1891 census the family were living at Bath Row, 

Clydach at which time William was three years old.  In the 1901 

census Thomas had died and William was living with his widowed 

mother and two siblings, Thomas and Alice both born in 1891 and 

aged 10 years.  The address on the census was still Bath Row, 

Clydach.  In 1911 William John was living with his mother and was a 

Colliery Rider below ground.  

There are two likely military records that have been found. One 

shows he was enlisted in 1910 to the South Wales Borderers service 

number 1178 and his age shown as 22 years. The company was the 

Brecknockshire 50th Provisional Battalion. It seems that a number of 

the soldiers enlisted in 1910 in a form of Reserve Regiment.    The 

second record is of a possible William Lloyd, birth year 1888, aged 26 



in 1914 with the 7th Battalion, Royal Welsh Fusiliers service number 

3047.          

 



THOMAS HENRY LUCAS 

The 1911 census shows Thomas Henry living with his father Henry and 

mother Myra along with his two brothers George, born in Blaenavon 

in 1892, and Henry, born in 1899 at Nantyglo. Thomas Henry was born 

in Blaina and was a Collier Boy Hewer.  He served with the 1st/2nd 

Battalion, Monmouthshire Regiment, service number 2045. 

Thomas entered the theatre of war on 7th November 1914 and was 

awarded the British, Victory and 1914 Star medals and in addition the 

Silver War Badge no doubt because he was wounded and discharged 

before the end of the war.  

In the Brecon County Times dated 6th May 1915 it was reported that 

he was recommended for a conspicuous bravery award while serving 

his country at the front.  

He was wounded in France on 19 July 1915. service number 3047. 

 



WALTER JOHN MEREDITH 

Walter John Meredith was born on 16th March 1891 and, just three 

weeks after his birth, the 1891 Census shows Walter living at Gilwern 

Road, Aberbaiden, Llanelly Parish.  He is listed as the Grandson of 

Humphrey and Maria Meredith and has two sisters Margaret 

Elisabeth age 17 and Lydia age 12.  However, his birth certificate 

states that Margaret Elizabeth is his mother. 

On 12th January 1897 the National Admissions Register shows 

Walter, age 6, leaving Gilwern Board School (Infants) and starting at 

Clydach Mixed School. On the 1901 Census Walter is listed as Walter 

John Hoskins, age 10 but still living with his grandparents Humphrey 

and Maria – the address is now Turnpike Road. At the house next 

door his mother Margaret Elisabeth is now married to James Hoskins 

and they have three children Arthur 7, Florence 5 and Hilda 1.  

 

 

 



On the 1911 Census Walter has reverted back to his original name of 

Meredith and he is living in Chatham, Kent, single and a Private in the 

1st Bn South Wales Borderers.  

The period after this is proving difficult to trace. There are a number 

of possibilities from the War Medal Rolls Index but as they don’t 

state details such as date of birth it is difficult to clarify which is the 

correct record but this is the most likely:  

Walter John Meredith, South Wales Borderers, Labour Corp, Pte, No. 

10535, 527694  Victory Medal, Star, British Medal, Dis 11/3/19, Date 

of disembarkation 23/9/14 

The following record shows he was a Fireman in the Merchant Navy 

and was discharged on 13th May 1920. Walter was badly injured 

during the war with serious injuries to his leg and his eye (he had to 

have a replacement glass eye). 

In 1939 he was living in Rising Sun Cottages with his wife Priscilla and 

his son Charles Emrys.  

 



He died in late 1959 and this was also registered in Crickhowell. 
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WILLIAM REES MILLARD 

 William Rees Millard was born on 17th August 1892, the son of James 

and Ann; his birth was registered in Abergavenny. In 1901 the family 

were living in Railway Crossing, Govilon, where his father was a 

railway signalman. In 1911 the family had moved to 8 Butleigh 

Terrace, Tredegar, where his father was still working on the railways 

and William was down the mine. The family had a total of ten 

children and by 1911 five were still living with their parents. William 

joined the 3rd Monmouthshire as a reservist on 6th October 1914, 

service number 2527, giving his address as 8 Nursery Terrace, 

Sirhowy. He was part of the British Expeditionary Force and suffered 

gas poisoning on 19th December 1915. In 1916 he received a gunshot 

wound, which led him to being discharged on 1st February 1917. On 

discharge he was given a report of good service and a 

recommendation for re-employment. In March 1921 he married 

Myfanwy Howells and, in 1939, they were living at 131 Charles 

Street, Tredegar, where William was working as a mine 

 



examiner underground. He died in 1969 in Cardiff.  



ARTHUR MORGAN 

Arthur was born in 1895 in Brynmawr. He was the son of Henry 

Morgan, a tailor, originally from Birmingham, and his first wife Eve or 

Eva who was from Gloucestershire. The family lived in Greenland 

Road and appear on 1891 and 1901 censuses. They had three other 

children, Henry 1890, George 1891 and Daniel in 1896.  

Sometime between 1901 and 1910, Eve died and Henry married 

Charlotte Evans, a widow with a large family of her own, in 1910. The 

new merged families lived in Ynys -y-Garth, Clydach and confusingly 

all under the name Morgan.  

There is some evidence that Arthur may have lived in Gilwern, was in 

the Royal Engineers and served in France.  

 



DANIEL MORGAN 

Daniel Morgan was born in 1896 in Brynmawr. He was the son of 

Henry Morgan, a tailor, originally from Birmingham, and his first wife 

Eve or Eva who was from Gloucestershire. The family lived in 

Greenland Road and appear on 1891 and 1901 censuses. They had 

three other children, Henry born in 1890, George in 1891, Arthur in 

1895.   

Sometime between 1901 and 1910, Eve died and Henry married 

Charlotte Evans, a widow with a large family of her own, in 1910. The 

newly merged families lived in Ynys -y-Garth, Clydach and 

confusingly all under the name Morgan.  

 



MALCOLM LLEWELYN MOXLEY 

 Malcolm Llewelyn Moxley was registered as being born in Chepstow 

on 30th April 1892. He appears on the 1901 census living with his 

grandmother Jane Llewelyn at 38 Grosvenor, Gilwern together with 

her single daughter Sarah Jane aged 30. In 1911 Malcolm is working 

as a labourer in the steelworks and boarding at 3 Lamb Row in 

Blaenavon. He enlisted in the Royal Garrison Artillery 125 Heavy 

Battery as a gunner. Medal records show service numbers 259 and 

292221.  On 24th March 1919 in Liverpool, he married Mabel Ferris 

the daughter of a police constable, Alexander Ferris. Malcolm was 

also a police constable and was living a few doors away in Hannam 

Road. The marriage certificate names Malcolm's father as George, 

now deceased, formerly a barber.  The 1939 Register shows that he 

and Mabel are living in 41 West Oakhill Park, Liverpool with a son 

James, daughter Joan and Mabel's father Alexander. Malcolm and 

Mabel were still living at the same address in 1970. Malcolm's death 

was registered in May 1978. 

 



ALFRED NORMAN 

Alfred Norman was born on the 18th December 1897 at Llanwenarth 

near Abergavenny and by 1911 was living at Twyn Wenallt in 

Gilwern. His father William, was born at Marden, Herefordshire in 

1867 and his mother Mary Ann was born at Llanwenarth. They had 

married locally in 1891. William worked as a Coal Miner as did many 

of their children. Alfred was shown as working as a Coal Miner aged 

14 on the 1911 census. Other siblings at home were William born 

1892, George born 1893, John born 1894, Reginald born 1896, 

Arthur Edward born 1898 and Ada born 1906.  

It is believed that Alfred served as a Private in the 18th Welsh and he  

was awarded a medal from the Gilwern Branch of the Ancient Order 

of Foresters. 

The 1939 Register show Alfred’s occupation as a farmer in Lydiart 

near Monmouth. He is living with Violet born 1908, probably his 

wife. He died in March 1979 and this was registered in 

Pontypool.  



ARTHUR EDWARD NORMAN 

Arthur Edward Norman was born on 22nd July 1898 at Llanwenarth 

near Abergavenny and by 1911 was living at Twyn Wenallt in 

Gilwern. His father William, was born at Marden, Herefordshire in 

1867 and his mother Mary Ann was born at Llanwenarth. They had 

married locally in 1891.  

William worked as a Coal Miner as did many of the children. Arthur 

was shown as being at school on the 1911 census. Other siblings at 

home were William born in 1892, George born in 1893, John born in 

1894 Reginald born in 1896 Alfred born in 1897 and Ada born in 

1906. 

Arthur served with the Royal Welsh Fusiliers as a Private, service 

number 22015.  On 27th April 1916 he was listed as wounded on the 

casualty list issued by the War Office and was authorised to wear a 

“Wound Stripe”.  

 

 



He is believed to have fought in France and was awarded a medal 

from the Gilwern Branch of The Ancient Order of Foresters.  

On the 1939 Register he is a colliery engine driver, living in Clydach 

cottage, Twynwenallt, single and living with his brother Reginald.  

Arthur died in December 1960 and this was registered in Pontypool. 

 



HERBERT OAKLEY 

Herbert Oakley was born in Bargoed in 1886.  His father was 

Benjamin Oakley born in 1853 at Llanelly and his mother Rachel (nee 

Watkins), born 1863 in Llangynidr.  He had several siblings:  Ethel 

Maud, born 1883 at Bargoed, Benjamin Archibald, born 1901 in 

Llanelly, Victor Lloyd, born 1903 Gilwern and William Clifford Lloyd 

born in 1906. In the 1901 census they lived on Crickhowell Road, 

Gilwern and in the 1911 census they were living at Grosvenor House, 

Crickhowell Road, Gilwern. Benjamin was now a widower and shown 

as a Paving Stone Merchant/Contractor.  

In the 1911 census Herbert was boarding at 29 Railway Street, 

Newport and working as a Grocer’s Assistant. 

Herbert served as a private with The Welsh Regiment, service 

number 46212.  

He was awarded the British and Victory Medals. 

 



HARRY PARRY 

Harry Parry was born 14th July 1895 in Gilwern.   

In the 1901 census he was living on Parish Road with his parents 

Charles, the Tyla Farm and his mother, Rosa Norman who was born 

in Herefordshire, his brother Arthur E and his sisters Rose and Doris. 

In the 1911 census he was living near Gilwern Station.  

Harry served with the 1st/2nd Monmouthshire Regiment, service 

number 1955. He was also in the Machine Gun Corps and the Royal 

Tank Corps with service number 77277 for both of these.  

He was awarded the British Victory and 1914 Star Medals. Harry was 

also presented with a medal from the Ancient Order of Foresters. 

 



ALFRED PERCIVAL (PERCY) 

JENKINS PERROT  

Alfred Percival (Percy) Jenkins Perrott was born on 22nd November 1889 

in Gilwern, son of Alfred Perrott, schoolteacher and his wife, Sarah 

Lavinia nee Jenkins, brother of William Leslie and Kate.  In the 1891 

census the family lived in Rock Terrace, Maesygwartha and by 1901 they 

had moved into Gilwern village and lived in Auburn Cottage next to the 

Supply Stores. In the 1911 census Percy was living in London and 

working as a shop assistant in Walworth Road. He married Esther Amelia 

Billson on 6th November 1915 at St Marks Church, Noel Park, Middlesex 

and his address was 76 Bury Road. It was around this time that he joined 

the Royal Navy, service number Z/38881. He worked as a signaller and it 

is believed that he served on HMS Mollusc.  

The 1939 Register shows Percy and Esther living in High Street, Barry and 

Percy was a draper. He died in 1967, registered in Cardiff. 



WILLIAM LESLIE PERROTT 

 William Leslie Perrott was born in Gilwern on the 21st January 1892. 

He was the son of Alfred Perrot the Headmaster of Gilwern Boys 

School and his wife, Sarah. In 1901 they lived in Auburn Cottage 

together with Leslie's two older siblings Kate and Alfred junior. By 

1911 he was living with his parents aged 19 in The Poplars, Gilwern 

and was a student teacher.  

He joined the Royal Engineers (Chemical Corps) service number 

106194. William was awarded the Military Medal and was promoted 

to the rank of Sergeant. 

The 1939 Register shows William, single, living in Stroud, 

Gloucestershire and working as a clerk in an Unemployment Office. 

William died in December 1967 in Crickhowell. 

 



DAVID IVOR PICKERING 

David Ivor Pickering was born on 1st June 1896 in Gilwern.  

David’s father, Thomas, was the level crossing gate keeper and he 

lived at Gatekeeper’s Cottage with his wife Margaret. 

David was still at school in the 1911 Census and then joined the 

Royal Engineers with service number 202707.   

In the 1939 Register he was listed as living at The Nook and was 

working as a master plumber.  

He died on 13th May 1980, still living at The Nook. 

 

 



HORATIO LLEWELLYN PICKERING  

Horatio Llewellyn Pickering was born on 25th September 1895 in 

Gilwern. He lived with his parents and siblings in Level Crossing 

Cottage.  

In the 1911 Census Horatio was listed as a carpenter’s apprentice.  

He served with the Royal Engineers in France.  

He married Jessie Prosser in 1924.  

In 1939 Register he was listed as living in Clydach Street, Brynmawr 

with his wife Jessie and three children; he was working as a builder.  

Horatio died on 5th February 1974 whilst still living in Clydach Street. 

 

 

 

 



JOHN HUGH PICKERING 

John Hugh Pickering was born on 25th December 1881 in Gilwern and 

was the oldest child. John’s father, Thomas, was the level crossing 

gate keeper and he lived at Gatekeeper’s Cottage with his wife 

Margaret. 

The 1911 Census shows that he was working as a printer.  

Newspaper reports state that he served with the 10th Gloucester’s 

and rose to the rank of Lieutenant.  

In 1939 the family was living at the Nook, Dan-y-bont and he was 

working as a letterpress printer. 

 

 

 



ROBERT HOPE PICKERING 

Robert Hope Pickering was born in Gilwern in 1896 the son of Alfred 

Truscott Pickering and Edith Winifred Pickering, nee Pierce. Alfred 

was born in London in 1862 and Edith was born in Auckland, New 

Zealand in 1870.  Robert had three brothers Thomas Edward Gordon, 

John Henry and William Truscott.  He also had a sister Patty Elizabeth 

Winnie. The 1901 census found them living at Myrtle Cottage, 

Gilwern. By the 1911 census they had moved to Auckland House, 

Gilwern.  

Alfred was a man of private means and had worked at his father’s 

Ironworks near Cardiff. Thomas Edward was a Trooper in the 

Rhodesian Cavalry, John Henry was a Marine Engineer and the other 

children were at school.   Robert worked as a bank clerk. 

Robert’s military service was with the Royal Gloucester Hussars in 

Egypt. His service number with the Hussars and Yeomanry was 2105 

and with the Corps of Hussars was 235158.    



 His medals were the British, Victory and 1915 Star.  

Robert may have enlisted again in 1921 as another record was found 

for Robert Hope Pickering 15th April 1921 aged 25years. Discharged 

from Canterbury 31st August 1922 service number 541201.  

Note: 

His brother Thomas Edward Gordon Pickering died in Capetown, 

South Africa, on 1st November 1918 of pneumonia whilst serving with 

the Defence Force. His biography is in included with those who died in 

WW1. 

 



TALIESIN SAMUEL PICKERING 

Taliesin Samuel Pickering was born on 1st January 1893 in Gilwern.  

The 1911 Census shows that he was working as a pattern maker’s 

apprentice.  

His military service was with the Welsh Regiment and South Wales 

Borderers with service numbers 25538 and 39112 respectively.  

In 1939 he was living at The Nook, Dan-y-bont with his widowed 

mother and several unmarried siblings including David Ivor.    

He died at home in Gilwern on 28th July 1978.  

 

 

 

 



CYRIL POWELL 

Cyril gives his date of birth on the 1939 Register as 19th April 1890 

and he was the son of Thomas and Louisa who were grocers and 

drapers in Clydach. The family were living at the grocers shop on 

the 1881 census. In 1891, when he is aged 10, they are listed as 

living at Cae Robin but by the 1911 census his mother had died. 

Although no full address is given it is likely they were living on the 

other side of the valley by then in what continued as a grocers 

shop run by the Powell family until recently. He was one of seven 

children but not all survived. 

He survived the war and is listed on the 1939 Register with his wife 

Flossie and four children.  

His war service is unclear but he is named on the Brynmawr 

County School memorial of those who served in the Great War. 

 

 

 



A family photo shows him in what could be a Pre-1916 uniform for 

the Army Service Corps which was based for a time at Lewisham. On 

2nd August 1917 he may have been at Woolwich (WO/86/77) 

 



EDGAR CHARLES POWELL 

Edgar Charles Powell was born in Llangattock in 1889, although some 

records state 1886. The 1891 census gives his age as 4 and confirms 

that he was living with his parents, Thomas and Jane, at 4 Jenkin 

Square, Llangattock together with his siblings David (aged 18) and 

Henry (aged 10). 

The family then moved to Clydach and were living on Turnpike Road, 

Clydach on the 1901 census. Now aged fourteen, Edward was listed 

as a coal miner.  By 1911 he had moved out of his home and was 

boarding at Rock Cottage, Clydach with a widow Margaret Walters 

aged sixty two years. It was from this address that he enlisted into 

the Royal Artillery (Royal Horse and Field Artillery) on 12th October 

1915. On his records his next of kin is given as his sister, Mary Ann 

Powell, who lived at Canal House, Llangattock. In the 1871 census his 

parents are living at that address with William aged 4, Mary Anne 

aged 2 and John aged 2 months.  

 

 



From 12th October 1915 to 13th January 1916 he was based in the UK 

but then joined the Mediterranean Expeditionary Force (MEF) 

disembarking from Devonport to Alexandria with B60 Brigade. He is 

listed as being part of the MEF from 14th January 1916 to 17th 

November 1918. However, during this time he was sent to Salonica 

where the French and British troops were supporting Serbia and 

Greece. He arrived on 16th July 1916 with the B/54th Brigade RFA. It 

has not been possible to find out the exact deployment so far but in 

1916 an Artillery Brigade (either machine gun or light trench mortar 

battery) was allocated to each Infantry Brigade.  

Unfortunately malaria was endemic in Northern Greece and caused 

ten casualties for everyone inflicted by the enemy and Edgar was 

hospitalised four times on 10/12/16, 3/1/17, 19/8/17 and 5/11/17. 

Eventually he was sent back to the UK on 1st December 1918 under 

the ‘Y’ scheme with a note ‘not available for a theatre of war where 

malaria prevalent’. Between January and October 1918 30,000 men 

with malaria were sent home from Salonica.  

 



(Stanley Spencer the artist was a medical orderly in Macedonia and 

created his masterpiece an epic series of large murals at Sandham 

Memorial Chapel, Burghclere about the ‘Forgotten dead of the First 

World War’ based on his experiences.) 

Edgar was posted to the Reserve Battalion in Luton and not 

demobilised until 11th February 1919. He received the British War 

and Victory Medals when living with his parents at Miners Row, 

Clydach on 20th October 1920. 

It is possible that the same Edgar Charles is on the 1939 Register 

living in Wern Cottage, Clydach but married to Maud (no record 

found) and still working as a coal hewer. His death was on 28th July 

1952 aged 66 in Llanfoist Fawr but living at Clydach Cottage. 

However, Mary Anne re-enters the picture as she is named as his 

wife and sole beneficiary in the probate records. Is this a mistake of 

kinship? He left £497.12s.1d. Further research is needed and will be 

carried out after the exhibition. 



HAWTHORNE JOHN PREECE 

Hawthorne John Preece was born on 4th August 1887.  In 1891 he 

was living with his parents John and Margaret in Old Road 

Maesygwartha.  

On 26th July 1906 he joined the South Wales Borderers, service 

number 9310, giving his address as the Beaufort Arms, Gilwern. After 

initial training in Brecon, Tidworth and Aldershot, he was sent to 

India in October 1907. He served in Karachi, India and Quetta, 

contracting malaria two or three times and came back to UK in 

November 1910. He then served in France and Belgium and on 11th 

November 1917 was promoted to Lance Corporal. He appears to 

have been working as an Officer's Groom.  

He came home for two weeks leave in 1918, when he married 

Rosetta Waters. Shortly afterwards he was invalided back to the UK 

and seems to have spent his last service months over here and was 

demobilised in January 1919.  

 



He and Rosetta appear on the 1939 Register living in Middle Firs 

Cottage, Abergavenny Rural District.  

His death was registered in Stratford on Avon, Warwickshire in 

December 1968.  

 



WILLIAM JAMES PREECE 

William James Preece was born in 1891 in Clydach and the family 

were living at Old Road, Gilwern. His father was John Preece and he 

was born in Eton Bishop, Herefordshire. His mother was Margaret 

Thomas born in Bristol and they were married in Crickhowell 

September quarter 1884.  They had four children, Martha, 

Hawthorne, William and Priscilla.  There were also two other children 

on the 1891 census, and it appears that John had been married 

before. The 1901 census found them still living in Maesygwartha.  

Between 1901 and 1911 Margaret had died and John, William and 

Priscilla went to live in Church Road, Gilwern with the daughter 

Martha and her family.  

There are two possible Medal Records for a William J Preece in the 

South Wales Borderers. One shows a William J with Service No 13839 

entering the theatre of war in France on 9th February 1915 and being 

awarded the British, Victory and 1915 Star medals.  

 



 

This William J was discharged on 3rd June 1915, which is only five 

months’ service, so possibly with injuries.  

The second William J has service numbers with both the South Wales 

Borderers as 2347 and with the South Staffordshire Regiment as 

service number 208181. This William J served in Persia and was 

discharged on 16th March 1919. Further research will be carried out 

after the exhibition to identify which record is correct.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GEORGE PRICE 

George Price was born in 1890 in Govilon. His parents were Charles 

Price, born in Lyon’s Hall, Herefordshire and his mother Sarah, was 

born in Govilon. In 1891 they lived at Shop Newydd, Govilon. 

George had two sisters, Sarah and Lizzie and two brothers, William 

and Arthur. By the 1901 census they had moved to Pentre Cottage, 

near Gilwern. The 1911 census shows George lodging along with his 

wife Sarah Elizabeth in Tredegar where he was working as a Collier. 

Sarah (nee Farrington), came from Nantyglo and they were married 

in the June Qtr of 1910. They had three children, Phyllis, William and 

Beatrice all born in Tredegar.  

George served with 3rd Monmouthshire’s as a Sergeant, service 

number 1360.  

He was captured at Ypres on 8thMay 1915 and was sent to Giessen 

Camp, Germany. He was repatriated in Holland on 23rd March 1918.  

 



In a newspaper cutting it tells that Sergeant George Price, D 

Company, 3rd Monmouthshire Regiment, has written to his wife, Mrs 

George Price, of 6 Colenso Terrace, Tredegar, from Germany, to say 

he is a prisoner of war. Sergeant Price was attached to the Sirhowy 

Company when the regiment first left for foreign service, but he was 

afterwards transferred to the Tredegar Company. He was taken a 

prisoner of war on 8th May and was now at Giessen and unwounded. 

Mrs Price has three little children.  



HERBERT E PRICE 

Herbert E Price was born in Llangenny in 1900.  

On the 1901 census he was living in Maesygwartha Village. His 

father, Herbert G Price was born in Weobley, Herefordshire and 

worked as a Blacksmith. His mother was Gwenllian P Price, born in 

Llanelly, Breconshire.   

Herbert served with the 4th Welsh Regiment, service number 26457 

and was awarded the British and Victory Medals. 

 



THOMAS JOHN (TOM) PRICE 

Tom Price was the son of John and Mary Price and was born 21st June 

1886 at Twyn-yr-Wenallt, Gilwern.  Tom had four sisters Sarah, Mary 

J, Nellie and Gladys together with three brothers David, William and 

Zephaniah (Zephaniah also served in the war).  In 1911 the family 

lived at The Tyla, where his father, John Price was listed as a Farmer.   

He married Lottie E Jones in the December quarter of 1914.  

Tom served in France as a private with the Monmouthshire 

Regiment.   He was mentioned in the Brecon & County Times on 5th 

April 1917 as wounded on the Western Front along with his brother 

Zephaniah who had been slightly gassed.  

In the 1939 Register Tom was living in Maesygwartha with his wife 

Lottie and their son David J, (born October 1915).   

He was working as a carpenter.  



ZEPHANIAH PRICE 

Zephaniah Price was born in July 1891 and his parents were John and 

Miriam Price. He had four sisters Sarah, Mary J, Nellie and Gladys 

together with three brothers David, William and Tom. (Tom also 

served in the war).  

In both the 1901 census and the 1911 census the family lived at The 

Tyla, Gilwern.  

He enlisted with the Welsh Regiment, service number 21485 and 

served in France from 2nd December 1915.    

Zephaniah was mentioned in the Brecon & County Times on 5th April 

1917 as having been slightly gassed alongside his brother who was 

wounded on the Western Front. 

He was awarded The Victory, British and 1915 Star Medals. 

 



WILLIAM PRITCHARD 

William Pritchard was born in Blaina on 8th March 1899 to James and 

Sarah Ann but at the time of his enlistment into the Territorial 

Service on 9th May 1913 he was working as a collier and living in 

Forge Row, Gilwern. 

On joining the 3rd Battalion of South Wales Borderers he gave a 

history of rheumatic fever and typhoid and the record says he looked 

unhealthy but was still fit for service. 

This may be why he joined the 3rd Battalion, also known as Special 

Reserve and he was in a training unit that did not serve overseas. 

They were based in Brecon, Pembroke Dock, Edinburgh and 

Liverpool at the Merseyside Garrison. William was discharged on 

health grounds from Hightown Lancs, near Liverpool on 8th March 

1916. He had Valvular Heart Disease, breathlessness and anaemia. 

His address on discharge was given as 4 Sunny Bank, Brynmawr. 

 



WILLIAM SAMUEL PRITCHARD 

William Samuel Pritchard was born on 16th December 1896, one of 

nine living children of Charles and Elizabeth.  On the 1901 and 1911 

census the family are living at Forge Row, Maesygwartha. At age 14 

in 1911 William was working as a collier. 

He joined the Territorial, South Wales Borderers, on 9th May 1913 

becoming embodied (i.e. full time soldier) on 5th August 1914.  His 

marriage to Sarah C F Davies was registered in the first quarter at 

Crickhowell in 1914. 

 William was transferred to the 23rd Battalion of The Cheshire 

Regiment on 15th December 1916 as a Private and there is no record 

of him serving overseas. This may be because he appears to have 

developed a heart condition which eventually meant he was 

discharged as no longer physically fit on 23rd August 1917.  

 

 

 



On the 1939 Register William and Sarah are living at Rectory Cottage, 

Maesygwartha and he is working as an Assurance Agent. They have 

two children living at home, William born in 1916 and Ivor born in 

1930. 

It has not been possible to confirm the military service of William’s 

brother Sydney Charles who was 5 years older than him and also a 

collier on the 1911 census. A soldier of his name joined the South 

Wales Borderers in 1916 and later served in the Royal Welch 

Fusiliers. He is found living with his widowed mother still in Forge 

Row on the 1939 Register. 

 

 

 



WILLIAM JOHN (WILLIE) 

PROSSER 

William John (Willie) Prosser was born in Clydach on 25th 

October 1893 to Parents John and Mary (nee Chilton). John was 

born in Cwmdu and Mary in Llangynidr. Willie attended Clydach 

School from 17th May 1897 until 13th November 1905 when the 

family left the neighbourhood. His father was an Innkeeper at 

the Clydach Arms, this was near the Methodist Chapel and 

Royal Oak. His mother died in the June Qtr. of 1901 age 37.   

On the 1911 census his father and Willie were living with John’s 

brother David Prosser at 108 Bailey Street, where he worked as 

a Blacksmith at the local Iron Furnace.          

 



JOHN PUGH 

John Pugh was born in March 1889 to parents John and Margaret 

Pugh. John senior was born in Crickhowell and worked as a 

shoemaker and Margaret was born in Merthyr.  They had four 

children Mary Margaret Jane born in 1887, John born in 1889, 

Elizabeth Ann born in 1893 and Willie Noel born in 1902.  

John entered Clydach School on 30th April 1894. On both the 1901 

and 1911 censuses they lived in Blackrock, Clydach.  

John Pugh junior worked as a collier hewer.   

John’s military service record was with the 2nd Reserve Battery of the 

Royal Field Artillery, in 1916, service number 675356.  

 

 



HARRY RILEY 

Harry Riley was a Corporal in the 49th Edmonton Regiment service 

number 21191 and he was awarded the Military Medal on 7th 

February 1917. He had been wounded twice. 

The citation reads: 

“In a successful daylight raid on enemy trenches near Neuville St 

Vaast on 28th January 1917, he behaved with great gallantry and 

coolness. He, with Private Hart, were directly responsible for the 

capture of six prisoners, as they cut them off while trying to escape 

and prevented them getting away.  

Cpl Riley himself shot and killed two Germans who offered 

resistance. All through the operation he contributed largely to its 

success. AFW 3121”  

 



CHARLES LLEWELLYN ROBERTS 

Charles Llewellyn Roberts was born in Clydach on the 2nd November 

1897 to parents Charles Llewellyn and Alice Roberts. His father 

Charles was born in Breconshire and worked as a Colliery Smith. Alice 

was born in Somerford, Wiltshire. They had three other children 

Gertrude born in 1904, William Herbert born in 1906, and Ivor David 

born in 1909.  

Charles entered Clydach School on the 7th July 1903.  In 1911 the 

family lived at Cae-Robin, Clydach.     

Charles’ military service was in the 8th (Cyclist) Battalion of the Army 

Cyclist Corps, service number 20083, aged 22 in 1918.  

 



WILLIAM JOHN ROSSER 

William John Rosser was born around 1883 the son of Ezekiel and 

Eliza nee Ellis. In 1891 the family were with Eliza's parents in 

Waunlapria. The only children then were Albert, William, Eliza and 

Hannah. Ezekiel was a platelayer on the railway.  In 1901 they were 

living in Darrenfellen and by 1911 the family were in Llanelly Hill. 

Albert, Eliza Alice, Hannah, Margaret Jane, Gertrude and Ezekiel were 

still at home. There had been eight children and one had died.  

 A death record has been found on 17th November 1917 giving an 

address as Fairview Darrenfellen. Probate was granted to his brother 

Albert James Rosser, a Wesleyan Minister. He died in a war hospital 

in Southampton and his effects were left to his widow Harriet. He 

seems to have been a Private in the Worcestershire Regiment service 

number 46461.  No record of a marriage has been found.  

 Believed to have served in the Army Service Corps, (later the RASC 

or Royal Army Service Corps), as a Corporal in England.   

 

 



JAMES SHARPE 

James Sharpe was born 8th February 1887 in Mile End Road, London. 

He married Anne Perrett in 1910. On the 1911 Census he lived in 

Holly House, Lower Common, Gilwern.  James and Anne had five 

children Gwendoline, James, Cissie, Frank and Garro.  He worked as a 

Market Gardener.  

James served with the Royal Welsh Fusiliers, service number 72823 

as a Private and fought in France.  A report dated 4th January 1918 

describes a commemoration held at the Belle Vue Inn, Clydach for his 

homecoming and the presentation of a purse with money that had 

been collected.  

On the 1939 Register he was listed as a disabled miner living in Lees 

Cottage, Clydach.  

He died on 7th August 1956 at 20 Dan-y-Coed, Clydach.  His Will 

granted probate to Edgar McIntosh and Charles Dando.  



ALFRED JAMES SIRRET 

Alfred James Sirret was born in Llanfoist in 1896 and on the 1901 census 

was living in Llantillio Pertholey.  By the 1911 census he had moved and 

was living in Govilon. His father was George, his mother Charlotte and he 

had five brothers and sisters.   He went to Llantillio Pertholey School in 

1901 and Hereford Road Junior School, Abergavenny in 1902, then to 

Govilon in 1906.  He married Edith Emmett on 30th December 1918.  

He served in the 11th Batt, Kings Regiment service number 20822.  He 

served in Flanders and France where he was wounded on 4th June 1915. 

He was entitled to wear a “Wound Stripe”.  

The 1939 Register lists him living at 57 Blorenge Terrace, Abergavenny 

where he was a general labourer.  

He died in 1948. 



EDWIN HAROLD GILBERT 
TRUMPER 
Edwin Harold Gilbert Trumper was born 29th July 1894 in Grosmont, 

registered in Hereford, son of Thomas and Isobel (nee Morse) and 

brother of Thomas William Walwyn.  In the 1911 Census the family 

were living in the parish in Glaslyn Court, Gilwern and were farmers.  

He joined the Shropshire Light Infantry service number 11176, 

where he rose to the rank of Captain. Edwin was wounded in France 

and was home on leave when his brother was awarded the Military 

Medal. Both met for the first time in two years. A report dated 5 

April 1918 stated that he had been wounded with a shell wound to 

his body and a gunshot wound to his right leg. 

After the War he settled back in the village and in 1974 his name 

appears in the BT phone book as living in Glaslyn Court.  

No marriage record has been found to date but a record of death is 

listed as September 1974. 



THOMAS WILLIAM WALWYN 
TRUMPER  
Thomas William Walwyn Trumper was born in Hereford in the spring 

of 1893, the elder son of Thomas Trumper and Isobel (nee Morse). 

On the 1911 Census he is a boarder in Abersychan working as a 

mining surveyor. Military records show that he joined the Royal 

Engineers on 16th May 1914 and was discharged on 24th January 

1918.  He was wounded at the Battle of the Somme and was 

awarded the Military Medal. 

 He spent some time in Albany Road Hospital, Cardiff and Maindiff 

Court Hospital in Abergavenny. He went to Canada in 1921 aged 27 

and gave his next of kin as his “wife” Barbara Trumper of the Kings 

Arms, Crickhowell. Barbara Inez Prosser followed him out there and 

they were married on September 30th 1924 in Wentworth, Ontario.  

Both appear on the 1972 voter list for Halton, Wentworth, Ontario. 



ALEXANDER BRUCE TULLOCH 

Major General Sir Alexander Bruce Tulloch, KCB, CMG was born on 

the 2nd September 1838 in Edinburgh the son of Lieutenant-Colonel 

Tulloch. He was educated at Royal Military College, Sandhurst and 

entered the army as ensign in the 1st Foot, (1st Royal Scots) in May 

1855. He became lieutenant of that regiment in 1857; Captain of the 

96th Regiment of Foot in 1864; Captain 69th (South Lincolnshire) 

Regiment of Foot in 1866; Brevet Major in 1877; Major Welsh 

Regiment in 1881; Brevet Lieutenant Colonel in 1882; Lieutenant 

Colonel Welsh Regiment in 1883; Colonel in the army in 1886, and 

was placed on half-pay in 1888.  

In the 1880’s as a Major he worked in the nascent Intelligence 

Bureau of the War Office, being sent on missions to Belgium, Crete, 

and elsewhere. In 1882 as the British became increasingly concerned 

about the security of the Suez Canal - a critical choke point in our 

global empire, Major Tulloch offered his services to Lieutenant 

General Sir Garnet Wolseley the commander of the 

 



British force to invade Egypt. He reminded Wolseley of  

the plan of attack to which he had contributed in the 1876 Report on 

Egypt and volunteered to combine business and pleasure in in a 

snipe shooting holiday to Egypt – his offer was accepted.  

The mission was  politically sensitive since Gladstone, Liberal Prime 

Minister since 1880, had set himself firmly against intervention in 

Egypt but Wolseley was determined the army should be ready for all 

eventualities.  

 

 

 

 

                                 

 

                              TULLOCH, Major General Sir Alexander Bruce 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Knight_Commander_of_the_Order_of_the_Bath


Tulloch investigated the coastal defences at Alexandria and 

Damietta, gathered information on the Suez Canal, Egyptian army 

and its supply base, and reconnoitred the ground at Tel El Kebir in 

the desert east of Cairo, where the decisive battle of the Second 

Anglo-Egyptian War would later be fought.  Tulloch’s reports 

contained recommendations as to how to make quick work of things 

in the event of hostilities. Both sabotage and special operations are 

considered. ‘It is said that it would take no great amount of 

Bucksheesh [sic] to have the principal magazine, that at Tourra, 

exploded,’ he writes coolly to Colonel East on 17 February  from 

Shepheard’s Hotel in Cairo. 

From Alexandria, in a letter dated 5th March, he describes in detail 

the state of the coastal defences.  For the destruction of one of the 

batteries, Fort Meiks, he suggests, ‘a boat landing might be effected 

just west of the fort within 100 yards and the assailants might 

scramble in to the place on the flank where the wall has fallen 

down.’  

 



Following the bombardment of Alexandria on 11 July 1882 a 40,000 

strong British Expeditionary Force under Wolseley’s command 

landed in Egypt. Appropriately enough, Tulloch led the successful 

landing party.  As a result of the action, he was promoted Lieutenant-

Colonel and recommended for the Victoria Cross.  In lieu, and given 

the nature of his work, Tulloch was awarded the Companion of the 

Most Distinguished Order of Saint Michael and Saint George (C.M.G) 

for extraordinary or important non-military service in a foreign 

country. Following a series of actions, including a significant battle at 

Tel El Kebir the British Expeditionary Force emerged victorious and 

then occupied Egypt. 

In 1883 Tulloch was promoted to lieutenant-colonel and commanded 

the Welsh Regiment, seeing service in South Africa and Egypt. He 

was promoted to colonel in 1886, and then placed on half-pay in 

1888. On 20 September 1889 Tulloch was appointed Commandant of 

the Victorian Military Forces, with the local rank of Major-General. 

In this capacity he also acted as military adviser to the 

Australian colonies.  In 1892 he presided over the 



commission appointed by the New South Wales Government to 

inquire into the military condition of that colony. 

Tulloch was instrumental in getting a United Service Home built for 

specially deserving old soldiers and sailors near Geelong.  He was 

appointed a Knight Commander of the Order of the Bath in the 1902 

Coronation Honours.  He also served as military commandant for the 

Colony of Victoria, Australia,   

He was also a war correspondent and an author and was a Times war 

correspondent in Manchuria in 1904 and wrote several books 

including Forty Years' Service, The Highland Rising of the '45, A 

Soldier's Sailoring, and Possible Battlefields in the next European 

War. From 1919 to his death he was the colonel of the Welsh 

Regiment. Tulloch was married twice, first in 1865 to Arabella Healis, 

daughter of Stephen Healis. Arabella died on 18th  
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January 1904. He had five sons and one daughter, including Sylvester 

Stephen Gregorie Tulloch, who lived in India. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Constance Marion Tulloch, Lady Tulloch, 
previously Attwood, nee Brandreth 

 

His second wife was Constance Marion Attwood nee Brandreth, the 

widow of George R Attwood of Glaslyn Court, Gilwern; the marriage 

took place in London in Q3 of 1907. Constance had one daughter, 

Rosamund C Attwood born in 1889.  

 



Tulloch came to live at Glaslyn Court and whilst living there he was 

still active and there are several newspaper reports, including one 

covering a lecture he gave at the Old Schoolroom in December 1914.  

 

 

 

 

Abergavenny Chronicle 4 Dec 1914                  Abergavenny Chronicle Sept 18 1914 

After retirement Major General Tulloch lived quietly at Glaslyn Court, 

where he died on 26th May 1920. Constance died two years later in 

1922. 

 



RICHARD MURRAY GREGORIE TULLOCH 

Richard Murray Gregorie Tulloch was the youngest son of Major 

General Sir Alexander Bruce Tulloch and Arabella Heallis born 20th 

May 1878 at Southsea. His mother died on 18th January 1904 at 

Woolston Lodge, Torquay when he was 16.  He came to live at 

Glaslyn Court with his father and stepmother, Constance Marion 

after their marriage in 1907. He was a Captain in the Royal West Kent 

Regiment but it is not yet known when he joined up. He landed on 

15th August 1914 at Le Havre and was part of the British 

Expeditionary Force, the first British troops to go to France. He was 

later promoted to Major and Officer Commanding the 3rd Battalion 

Royal West Kent Regiment. The 1st Battalion were at the Battle of 

Mons, by 23rd August and three days later having withdrawn due to 

overpowering German forces they were in battle at Le Cateau where 

they held the German forces for a time and inflicted substantial 

casualties. The withdrawal continued south and after around a week 

were south of the River Seine and out of the battle line. 

They then moved on to battle at Neuve Chateau.  



 Losses were very high at this last battle with only 300 of 750 

surviving. The following extract covers the 1st battalion’s time in 

France and Italy:

 

During his service he was mentioned in despatches twice, 8th 

October 1914 and again in 8th December 1914 in Sir John French’s 

report to the Government. In October 1914 he was made Temp 

Lieutenant, on 23rd February 1915 he was awarded DSO and on 4th 

September 1915 he was promoted to Major. On 25th April 1916 he 

became part of the General Staff and was promoted to Vice Major 

3rd Grade, and to 2nd Grade on 22nd May 1917.  On 23  

 



July 1918 he was promoted to Lt Colonel for a Special Appointment 

and on 25th June 1918 was appointed Chief Instructor at an 

Instructional School and paid as a Brigadier Major.  

Richard gained the 1914 Star, the Victory and British Medals along 

with the DSO from 1915.  He became Brevet Lt Colonel and Officer 

Commanding of the 3rd Battalion Royal West Kent Regiment.  

 



JAMES OSBORNE TURNER 

James Osborne Turner was born in 1888 and lived at 125 Worcester 

Street, Brynmawr with his father James, a Relieving Officer born in 

1860 in Llanelly and his mother Sophia born 1859 in Llanelly. He was 

still living in Brynmawr on the 1901 census. On the 1911 census he 

was aged 22 and working as a Railway Ticket Collector.  There is a 

record of a marriage of a James O Turner to Emma Williams at 

Abergavenny in Q3 of 1918.  

There is both a Medal Record and a burnt service record for James. 

He joined the Royal Engineers on 11th December 1915, service 

number 188964 and he went to the reserves initially, probably whilst 

being trained. He was aged 27 years of age when he joined and is 

recorded as 5’ 8’’ tall with a chest size of 36 inches and working as a 

Ticket Examiner for the LNW Railway. He had a medical on 23rd June 

1916, some six months later, when he was shown as 143 lbs and a 

chest size of 341/2 inches. He was mobilised three days later on 26th 

June 1916 and listed as a Sapper on 27th June 1916 with 



 service number WR/257610. He was attached to the  

Railway Operating Division of the Royal Engineers. There is no 

Theatre of War shown so he may have stayed in the UK for his 

service. 

James was discharged on 27th September 1919.  

The 1939 Register shows him living at 3 Alma Terrace, Brynmawr and 

now working as Railway Inspector. He had a sister Catherine. 

His Medal Record shows that he was awarded the Victory and British 

Medals.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



REGINALD DONALDSON EWART 

WALLBANK 

Reginald Donaldson Ewart Wallbank was born on 21st October 1895 

in Llanelly Hill, son of William and Millicent. The family appear on 

1901 Census and 1911 Census in Llanelly Hill having had ten children, 

two of whom had died by 1911.  

Reggie joined the South Wales Borderers, service number 25653 and 

served in France for three years. He was gassed once and wounded 

twice.  

At Messines a German shell was buried in a dugout full of men and 

he helped dig them out saving three of the five and carrying them to 

hospital while under fire. For this he was awarded the Military 

Medal.  

He married Lily Edwards 19th April 1924 in the Parish Church at 

Blaenavon and they had three children, two sons who stayed in the 

area and a daughter.  

 



The 1939 Register shows that the family are living in Field Cottage, 

Llanmarch.  

He died on 18th August 1962. His grandchildren still live locally.  

 

 



WILLIAM ALEXANDER WARDEN 

William Alexander Warden was born in Gilwern on the 6th May 

1894.  His father was Cornelius Preston Warden and his mother was 

Mary (nee Parry).   William had two brothers James Stanley and 

Preston Lewis and a sister Florrie May.  The 1901 census showed 

that they lived at Laurel Cottage, near Llanelly Church as they did in 

the 1911 census.  His occupation was listed as a butcher’s assistant. 

He was a leading Mechanic (Corporal) Trade carpenter, service 

number 219469. His service date was 11th January 1917. He was in 

the RNAS or RFC and then transferred to the RAF.  

He married Maud Phillips in 1929 and the 1939 Register shows 

them living in 11 Highland Place, Aberdare; he was listed as an 

incapacitated butcher/store keeper. A Pontypridd death register 

shows he died in December 1943. 

He received the Victory and British Medals.   



THOMAS WILLIAM WEAVER 

Thomas William Weaver was born at Clydach, Llanelly, in 1884.   

On the 1901 census the family lived at Station Road but by the 1911 

census he was living in Clydach, Llanelly with father Thomas and 

mother, Temperance. He had a brother and two sisters.   

Thomas was a private with 3rd Battalion, Monmouthshire Regiment, 

service number 3613 and he served in France and Flanders.  

He was listed as wounded on 10th January 1916. 

 

 



ALFRED WETTON 

On the 1911 census Alfred Wetton was aged 13 so would have been 

born in 1898. He was living with his family at Maesygwartha. His 

father was William Wetton aged 48, born in 1863 and his mother 

Elizabeth, aged 50, born in 1861 at Clydach. He had three siblings, 

Edith Maud born in 1892 at Brynmawr, and Sarah Ann born in 1901 

at Brynmawr. It appears there was one other not shown and one 

child that had died before 1911. Alfred would have been sixteen 

when the war started so he probably joined up in 1916 when he was 

eighteen.  

The medal records show that he was in the RAVC (Royal Army 

Veterinary Corps) as a Private. His service number was SE/14879 and 

he was awarded two medals, the Victory and the British.  

 

 

 



BADEN POWELL WHITE 

Baden Powell White was the youngest son of William and Harriet 

White of Maesygwartha, Gilwern. William was a Somerset man, born 

in Rowberrow, in the Mendip Hills lead mining area, who had 

married Harriet Powell of Gilwern in 1892. Baden’s second name of 

Powell comes from his mother rather than the more famous Baden 

Powell. She was the daughter of a quarryman William Powell and his 

wife Jane who lived at Twyn y Wenallt on Gilwern Hill. Baden, his 

parents, older brother Albert and three sisters, Lillian, Florence and 

Daisy, were living in 1901 at Forge Cottage, Maesygwartha. William 

was a coalminer/hewer, so probably would have climbed daily the 

steep hill behind Clydach to the area about Llanmarch, where there 

were a number of small mines along the outcrop. The 1911 census 

revealed that Baden was a scholar and Albert, now 15, had become a 

coalminer like his father (who was now a widower), Harriet having 

died in 1908, leaving him to bring up six children, the eldest, Lilian, 

being only 15. 

 



Albert, Baden’s elder brother, born in 1896, enlisted as a private in 

the 3rd battalion (Reserve) of the Monmouthshire Regiment in 

Abergavenny on 17th September 1914. His enlistment papers indicate 

that the family had moved to Bethlehem Cottage, Gilwern. This is the 

caretaker’s cottage attached to the Chapel of that name on the old 

tramroad linking Nantyglo Ironworks with the canal at Gilwern, a 

short distance beyond the hamlet of Maesygwartha. It is possible 

that William had become the caretaker of the Chapel, which might 

have been a part time job.  

Albert, in the Monmouthshire Regiment reserve, was not ‘Posted to 

Duty’ until September 1916. In March 1917 his unit set off to France, 

embarking at Southampton for Rouen on the 13th to join the 

regiment’s 1st Battalion at the front. A little under a year later he was 

taken to a clearing station in the field with appendicitis and died 

from gangrenous appendicitis on 28th February 1918. He is buried at 

the Choques Military Cemetery four km north west of  

Bethune in the Pas de Calais, France. In this area there 

had been a significant German advance in the spring of 



1918. 

By the 1911 census his mother was gone presumed died and his 

father was still working as a coal miner. His sister Lillian Mary was 

now working as a charwoman and sister Florence E as a Domestic. 

His brother Albert James was working as a coal miner. His sisters 

Daisy Ann now 12 and sister Doris Agnes 8, were scholars as was 

Baden Powell. 

There is a record for a B P White who was awarded a Meritorious 

Service Medal on 17th June 1918 and published in the London 

Gazette. He was serving with the 147th Siege Battery in the Royal 

Garrison Artillery with service number 118962.  

On the 1939 Register Baden is working as a colliery ditcher 

underground and has two children, Bryan A J White born 10th March 

1938 and William J White born 28th April 1939.  

 

 



Their mother was Florence Jones who was working with the family as 

a Domestic.  

Baden is shown as married, but Florence is shown as single and the  

births are registered under both White and Jones. Florence was 23 at 

the time of the Register. Baden married Florence in Q1 1947. 

A Nursing Register No 155920 for Baden was found dated 15th 

October 1951 - Certificate Royal Naval Hospitals. 

Baden died 1st March 1956 aged 55, death registered in Abergavenny 

District.  

 



IVOR STANLEY WILLIAMS 

Ivor Stanley Williams was born in 1891 at Llanelly Hill and is listed on 

the 1911 Census working as a coal miner/hewer. His father William 

Williams was also a coalminer born in 1865 at Llanelly Hill and his 

mother, Harriet born in 1862 also at Llanelly Hill. There are seven 

siblings all younger than Ivor ranging in ages from 3 to 18. The family 

are shown living at Blaen Gelli, Llanelly Hill. 

Initially he joined the 3rd Battalion Welsh Regiment and then in 1916 

transferred to the Corp of Military Police, service number 12371 as a 

Lance Corporal and served in Mesopotamia until 1918. 

 



WILLIAM JOHN WILTSHIRE 

William John Wiltshire was born on the 17th July 1892 in Waunavon.  On the 

1901 census he was shown as living with his parents, John and Emma in 

Waenavon. His father died in 1906 and his mother remarried an Edward 

Ticehurst.   

On the 1911 census he was a boarder living in Nantyglo.  

He enlisted in to the Royal Marine’s Light Infantry on 28th October 1913, 

service number 33432. He was transferred to the Royal Tank Corps, South 

Wales Borderers on 28th May 1919, service number 80426.  William was 

awarded the Victory and British medals 

The 1939 Register shows William, single and living in Abercarn. William’s 

death was registered in December 1978 in Newport. 

 



CYRIL JOHN WYNSTONE 

Cyril John Wynstone was born in 1888 at Gilwern, registered in July.  

The 1891 census shows him living with his parents John A and Emily 

and his sister Elsie in Maesygwartha. On the 1901 and 1911 census 

the family are in Pantybeilau and Cyril is an accountant for a printing 

works. His father, John Arthur Wynstone, born in 1875 in Gilwern, 

was a house painter and his mother Emilie Martha (nee Edwards) 

was born at Llandewi Rhydderch in 1876.  His siblings were Reynold 

Stanley born in 1896, Raymond Ivor born in 1897 and Constance 

Emeline born 26th August 1901. They were recorded as living at 

Pantybeilau Road, possibly what is Church Road today. 

Cyril served in both the Army Service Corps, service number 

S4/158401 and also the Suffolk Regiment service number 50615. 

There is no record of when he joined or in which order he served but 

won both the Victory and British Medals. 

 

 



From a newspaper item in the Brecon & Radnor of April 1917, it seems 

his father had passed away earlier that year and there had just been 

news of his brother, Stanley’s death from an attack of Typhoid in 

Australia from his other brother Ray who was also in Australia at the 

time. It also reports that Pte Wynstone had just gone to France with the 

ASC, Army Service Corps. It’s likely therefore he had served with the 

Suffolk Regiment first. 

In January-March 1925 he married Anna Phillips in the Crickhowell 

registration area. Anna was born on 26th June 1891 and on the 1939 

Register she is shown as a widow and living with John Phillips at 

‘Arfryn’ Church Road, Gilwern. John was a retired farmer aged 84, 

possibly her father. Cyril died in September 1938, aged 50 at Hay. 

There were two children John C Wynstone, born 1st October 1928 

and another closed record. Cyril’s sister, Constance Emeline married 

Herbert C Powell in Oct-Dec 1933. They lived at High View, Dardy, 

Crickhowell and he was the Deputy Registrar in 1939. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

AT THE GOING DOWN 
OF THE SUN  

AND IN THE MORNING  
WE SHALL REMEMBER 

THEM  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


